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Building support for the peace process in the Bangsamoro  
IOM Cotabato organized community education forums on the Comprehensive Agreement on the Bangsamoro   
 

This week, the IOM team in Cotabato organized a series of community 

awareness-raising sessions on the Comprehensive Agreement on the 

Bangsamoro (CAB) and the Bangsamoro Basic Law (BBL). The eight sessions 

were attended by over 700 individuals from provinces of Lanao del Norte, 

Lanao del Sur, Maguindanao, North Cotabato and Sultan Kudarat. 

Envisaged to close the information gap between rumors and facts and to 

provide a venue to increase public awareness and deepen community 

understanding about CAB and BBL, the community forums included discussions 

on various issues of the upcoming Bangsamoro Government and mechanisms 

for governance, among others. They also provided an opportunity to foster 

dialogue among residents, by creating a venue for community members to 

raise questions about the new Bangsamoro and how it will affect them. 

While framers of the CAB and BBL envisioned an all-inclusive Bangsamoro, the 

task remains to reach out to and include as many communities as possible. The 

IOM team in Cotabato recognizes this challenge. It is around this premise, along 

with the unanimous community sentiment that a continuing information drive 

is being undertaken, to ensure that the community awareness initiatives lead to 

an informed decision when residents choose their future engagement with the 

new entity.  

IOM Cotabato also developed and distributed advocacy materials on 

understanding the CAB, to complement the awareness-raising sessions 

conducted in its recipient communities. For more information about IOM’S 

strategies to support the Peace Process in the Bangsamoro, please visit: 

http://www.iom.int/files/live/sites/iom/files/Country/docs/IOM_Philippines_C

RIB2014.pdf  
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