
IOM is committ ed to the principle that humane and orderly migrati on benefi ts 
migrants and society. As an intergovernmental organizati on, IOM acts with its 
partners in the internati onal community to: assist in meeti ng the operati onal 
challenges of migrati on; advance understanding of migrati on issues; encourage 
social and economic development through migrati on; and uphold the human 
dignity and well-being of migrants. 
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Established in Manila, Philippines in 1987, the Scalabrini Migrati on Center (SMC) 
is dedicated to the promoti on of the interdisciplinary study of internati onal 
migrati on, with a specifi c focus on migrati on questi ons in the Asia-Pacifi c region. 
Aside from research, SMC maintains a resource center specializing in migrati on 
literature, publishes the academic quarterly Asian and Pacifi c Migrati on Journal, 
and organizes workshops and conferences on migrati on in Asia.
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Migrati on profi les were initi ally introduced by the European Commission in 
2005, to address the lack of evidence in migratory processes and their impact in 
countries targeted by EU external aid programmes. The country migrati on profi les 
on migrati on were intended to support the Global Approach to Migrati on (GAM) 
as documents, prepared in cooperati on with governments, that “would bring 
together all informati on relevant to migrati on and development, thus allowing for 
a more appropriate policy approach and contributi ng to a bett er understanding of 
the results of policies implemented” (Commission of the European Communiti es, 
2005).

Where evidence is incomplete, scatt ered around, or not regularly compiled, 
organizati ons and agencies are increasingly producing country profi les designed to 
bring together all the available relevant facts and informati on for easier reference. 

Country profi les should, however, be disti nguished from the kind of data ‘profi ling’ 
used in applied areas such as criminal investi gati on (psychological profi ling) or 
medicine (DNA profi ling). They are produced with the primary goal of supporti ng 
the public policy development, in such diverse areas as the environment, health 
and business.

Profi ling is an appropriate way of describing and assessing the extent, impact and 
governance of migrati on, given the complexity and variability involved. Due to the 
multi faceted nature of migrati on, tools of analysis must be complex yet targeted 
to ensure comprehensiveness and practi cality. Preparing a country profi le is one 
such approach.

MIGRATION PROFILE: THE CONCEPT ABOUT IOM

ABOUT SMC



Produced within the framework of the Migrati on Profi le Development Project 
for the Philippines, the Country Migrati on Report: The Philippines provides a 
comprehensive evidence-based account of the country’s migrati on experience in 
a single, concise document to serve as a tool for policy-making. 

The CMR was initi ated by the Internati onal Organizati on for Migrati on (IOM) in 
response to the Philippine Government’s interest to take stock of the country’s 
internati onal migrati on experience and to harmonize migrati on data management 
system within a shared framework. This immediately emerged aft er the 2011 
Global Forum on Migrati on and Development (GFMD) conference on Migrati on 
Profi les co-chaired by the Philippines with Switzerland in Manila.

The CMR was prepared in cooperati on with Scalabrini Migrati on Center  (SMC) 
with support from the IOM Development Fund and implemented with its key 
partners: the Department of Labor and Employment (DOLE), the Commission on 
Filipinos Overseas (CFO), and the Philippine Overseas Employment Administrati on 
(POEA).

In additi on to summarizing readily available migrati on data sets and stati sti cs, the 
CMR aims to:

■ identi fy and analyze the challenges and criti cal areas surrounding 
migrati on data management; 

■ help narrow existi ng gaps by bringing to light stakeholder observati ons 
of the Philippines’ current migrati on experience;

■ emphasize the connecti on between migrati on and development and 
its signifi cance in the country’s migrati on governance framework. 

ABOUT THE COUNTRY
MIGRATION REPORT

The CMR is a result of a series of consultati ons, which included:

■ technical working group meeti ngs; 

■ meeti ngs of six themati c clusters; 

■ nati onal workshops and conferences; and 

■ numerous one-on-one insti tuti onal meeti ngs involving more than 30 
government agencies, civil society organizati ons and private sector 
representati ves over a period of nearly 20 months. 

These consultati ons undertook a comprehensive mapping of migrati on data sets, 
analyzed gaps and challenges, and outlined a number of recommendati ons. The 
SMC, applying inputs from previous consultati ons, desk researches and review 
of existi ng literature, produced the preliminary draft  of the report following the 
Nati onal Conference on Internati onal Migrati on Data and the High-level Round 
Table Discussion on Migrati on Policies. A Validati on Workshop followed where 
government and non-government partners shared their inputs on how to improve 
the initi al draft .

THE PROCESS THE MAIN PARTS

Part A: Becoming a country of migrati on
■ Discusses the social and economic context and the historical 

development of migrati on in the Philippines.

Part B:  Migrati on trends and characteristi cs
■ Highlights developments in overseas employment, emigrati on 

from and immigrati on to the Philippines.

Part C:  Impact of migrati on
■ Discusses the impacts of migrati on on migrants, households and 

the country (remitt ances, educati on, culture and others). 

Part D. Governance of migrati on
■ Discusses the laws and regulati ons on migrati on, the government 

administrati ve structure, and nati onal policies and programme 
in various stages and aspects of migrati on.

 
Part E: Main fi ndings, challenges and recommendati ons

■ Summarizes the main fi ndings, challenges and recommendati ons 
found in the CMR.

Annexes: 
■ Internati onal glossary 
■ Philippine glossary
■ Laws, Presidenti al Decrees, Executi ve Orders related to migrati on
■ Initi ati ves on remitt ances
■ Migrati on data issues and recommendati ons

Produced within the framework of the Migrati on Profi le Development Project 
for the Philippines, the Counttryryryryyyy MMMMMMMMMigigigigiggigigrarararararararatitititititi titi ononononononononon RRRRRRRRepepepepepepepepepororororooo t: The Philippines provides a 
comprehensive evidenenenenennenencececececececee-b-b-b-b-b-b-b-basasasasasasasedededededededed aaaaaaaacccccccccccccc ouououououuuountntntntntntntnn ooooof f ff ththee cococounununtrtrtry’y’y’sss mimimimmimimimmigrgggggggg ati on experience in
a single, conciseeeee dodododododododocucucucucucucucummmmmmmementn tttooo o serve as a toooooolllll fffffofofforrr poppolicy-m-mmakakakkkinininininnnnng.g.g.g.g.g.g.g.  

The CMMMMMMMMMRRRRRRRR R waw s innititiaated by the Internati onal Organanananiizizizatiatitititioooon fof r rrr MiMiMiMiMiMiMigrgrgrgratiatiatiooonnn (I(I(I(I(I(((IOMOOOO ) in 
resppppppppoooooonoo ses  to ththe e PhP ilippine Government’s interest to o o o tattatatakekekekee stockckckckk ooooof f ff ff thththhththththththee e e eeeee cocooununununnnnntrtttt y’s 
inttteteteteteteternnati onanall mimigrgrati on experience and to harmonizizizizze e eee e mimimimimimimmigrgrgrgrgrgrgratiatiatiatiatiatiatiatioooonnnn dadaddadata mmmmananaa agagagagememememmmmmmeeneneneneee t 
ssssysysysss stststem wwitithin  a shhared framework. ThTTT is immmmmmmmmedededdediateeeeeeelylyylyl  emerrgrgr edddd aft errr theeee 2222010101111111
GlGlGlobal FFoorum oon MiM grati on and Devevevevevevevevelolololololol pmmmmmmmeeene t t t (G(G(G(G(G(G(G(GFMFMFMFMFMFMFMFMDDDD) confererererer nccccce on MMMMigrararr ti tititiononnoo   
PPrP ofi less co-chaiaireedd by the Philippines wwwwwwith Swwititititiii zeeeerlrrrr and in Manila.aaa

ThThe CMC R was prprepared in cooppperereratiatiatiooooonnnn with Scalalalalabrini Migrati onnnnn Center  (SSSSSMCMCMCMCM )))
wiwiwwwwiwwww thhh supportrtrt frorr mmm the IOMMM DeDeDevelopmmmmmmmmmmmmment Fund and implementedeeee wwitititititiiitithhhhhhhh ititittititititititss ss s ss s kekekekekekekekekey y y yy yy yy y
partttneers: ttht e DeDD partmemement of LaLaabor aaaandddddddddddd EmEmEEEEEEEE ploymeeeeent (DOLE), the CCCCCCCCComomomomomomomomomommissionnn ooononononno  
FiFililipipipinoos s OOOverseeeas ((((CFCFCFCFO)O)OO)O), anananannddddd thhthththeeeeee PPhililillliliii ipipipipippipipipipipipinenennennnenenenenn OOverseaeeeee s Emplpp oyyyyymememememennnntntntnnnn AAAdmdmdminii istratititi onnnn
(P(P(P(POEEEA).

InInnn aaaaadddditi on to sumuummmmammm rizingngngg rrrreadididid lylylyly aaaavaililililababababable migraaaaaaati titi ti ti ti ti tionononon ddattaa sesesettts anddnd ssstati stics,s,s,s,s,, tttttheheheheheheeheh   
CMCMCMCMCMMMRRRRRRRRR aiaa ms to:

■■■■■ iiiiided nti fy aaanaana d annnnalyze theeee chchchchhhhhalalalalalalalallelelelelelelelennges and criti cacall aareaeaeaeaeaaaassss surroundndn innnnnnnnnng ggggggg
mimimimiigrgrgrgrgg atiatiatiatioooonnnn daddd ta mmmmanaaa agemmmmmeenenneeeee t;t  

■ help naaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrowowoowowoowow eeeeeexixixixiistististististinnnnnnnggggg gapspspspsss bby yyyy brrrriniii gigggg ngggg tttttto o lighghghghghghhg t t t tt sstakakakakkehehehehheheheheholololololdededededeeer r rrrr r obobobobobobobobservati ons 
of the Philipppppininnininnnneseseseseseseses’’’’’ cucucucucucucucurrrrrrrrrrrrr eneneneneneneneentttttt mimimimmmmimigrgrgrgrgrggg atiatiatiatiatiatiatia ooooonnnnnnnnn exexexexexxexexpepepepepepepeperiririririrr enenenenennencecececececececee;;;;;;;;;

■ emphasize the connecti on between migrati on and development and


