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Meeting Basic Needs in Cox’s Bazar 

Starting from September 2013, IOM has been work-

ing with the Government of Bangladesh to meet 

the increasing need for primary healthcare and 

WASH services in Cox’s Bazar for displaced, disas-

ter affected and other vulnerable communities. 

With the help of Mobile Medical Teams, IOM has 

successfully reached out to over 50,000 patients 

with primary health care services while its strong 

community outreach programme has benefitted 

more than 600,000 people with key information on 

health and WASH along with essential distribution 

of Non Food Items and medicines.  

As part of WASH activities, IOM has installed 34 

deep tubewells, 10 shallow tube wells, 16 three-

chamber latrines,  8 two-chamber latrines, one  

water treatment plant and 100 low-cost latrines. 

As part of the drive to strengthen the community’s 

emergency preparedness, IOM has put in place 

three member teams made up of community mem-

bers trained in basic first aid and emergency pre-

paredness who are present in each of the 75 un-

ions and pouroshovas in the district. These teams 

are envisaged to provide crucial support to first 

responders during times of emergency.   

In recognition of its strong programme, the Gov-

ernment, in February 2014, appointed IOM as the 

lead International Organization for the implemen-

tation of its National Strategy on “Myanmar Refu-

gees and Undocumented Myanmar Nationals living 

in Bangladesh”. As part of its new mandate, IOM 

has been scaling up its existing programme provid-

ing primary healthcare for the Undocumented My-

anmar Nationals living in two makeshift settle-

ments of Kutupalong and Leda along with WASH 

services. Embracing a community based approach, 

IOM is creating awareness on critical issues relat-

ed to health, WASH, disaster preparedness sup-

ported by infrastructure development and im-

proved service provision to build up community 

resilience and provide access to services. 
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In April 2014, 132 delegates representing 62  

countries and 34 international and civil society 

organizations met in Dhaka  to participate  in 

the Global Experts Meeting on Migration in the 

Post-2015 Development Agenda. The meeting, 

co hosted by Bangladesh and Switzerland took 

place in the context of increasing recognition 

that migration is a key driver of sustainable de-

velopment and discussed how the forthcoming 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), current-

ly being debated at the United Nations, can 

better facilitate the positive role of migration, 

migrants and mobility in overall socio-economic 

development. The resulting recommendations 

are aimed at making the Post-2015 Develop-

ment Agenda goals and targets migration inclu-

sive. 

The Meeting was inaugurated by H. E. Sheikh 

Hasina, Honorable Prime Minister of the People 

Republic of Bangladesh. The inauguration was 

also addressed by Foreign Minister– Mr. Abul 

Hassan Mahmood Ali; Expatriates' Welfare and 

Overseas Employment Minister – Khandker 

Mosharraf Hossain; and Planning Minister - AFM 

Mostafa Kamal from the Bangladesh Govern-

ment along with Sir Peter Sutherland, Special 

Representative of the UN Secretary General; 

Ambassador William Lacy Swing, Director Gen-

eral, IOM (delivered by Ovais Sarmad IOM Chief 

of Staff, on behalf of the DG); Ambassador Edu-

ard Gnesa, Special Ambassador of the Swiss 

Confederation for International Cooperation in 

Migration; and Neal Walker, Resident Coordina-

Global Experts Meeting on Migration  
in the Post-2015 Development Agenda  

tor for the UN in Bangladesh. 

The discussions during the meeting were focused 

on Migration and Economic Growth; Migration 

and Decent Work; Migration and Education; Mi-

gration and Health; Migration and Means of Im-

plementation / Global Partnerships; and The 

Next Steps – National, Regional and Global Lev-

els. 

The meeting recognized a strong need to secure 

migration within the emerging framework of the 

Post-2015 Development Agenda. A number of 

possible specific targets and indicators that 

could be advanced within the Post-2015 global 

discourses were identified. The recommenda-

tions put forward from the meeting were for-

warded for further consideration and incorpora-

tion within the United Nations and  at other  re-

gional and global platforms, including Seventh 

Meeting of the Global Forum on Migration and 

Development (GFMD) (Stockholm, May 2014) and 

within the work plan of the incoming GFMD Chair 

(Turkey, 2015). 
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Labour Attaché Training  
As part of  its  effort in supporting  the Govern-

ment of Bangladesh to ensure the protection and 

rights of migrants abroad, the International Or-

ganization for Migration in collaboration with  the 

Ministry of Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas Em-

ployment, carries out orientation training for new-

ly appointed Labour Attaché . During the three 

week trainng, the attaches together with the 
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Leading Judgments on 
Human Trafficking 

IOM Bangladesh has been actively increasing its 

presence in social media since July 2014. You can 

find us now both on Twitter and Facebook, where 

we highlight the most relevant migration related 

issues both in Bangladesh and globally. Latest 

IOM Bangladesh with US Department of State 

(J/TIP) funding published “Leading Judg-

ments on Human Trafficking Offences” to be 

used as a reference document for judges, 

lawyers and public prosecutors among others 

dealing with human trafficking cases includ-

ing both sexual exploitation and labour traf-

ficking cases. The book was launched on 30th 

March 2014 and the event was attended by 

H.E. Mr. Anisul Huq MP, Hon’ble Minister, 

Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary 

Affairs as chief guest, Justice Naima Haider, 

Honourable Judge of High Court Division, Su-

preme Court of Bangladesh as the guest of 

honour, Mr. Sarat Dash, Chief of Mission of 

IOM Dhaka and two Judges of the Anti-

Women & Children Oppression Tribunals in 

Dhaka. 

facebook.com/IOMBangladesh 

twitter.com/IOM_Bangladesh 

project updates  are also posted across our 

social media channels, as well as the IOM 

website.  You can find us from the below 

links: 

http://www.iom.org.bd/ 

Participant receives certificate from Dr. 

Khondaker Shawkat Hossain, Secretary, MEWOE  

trainers discus a plethora of issues that are 

required during their posting, including diplo-

matic etiquettes, local language, human re-

sources management, providing support to 

migrants through undertaking negotiation or 

arbitration for complaints, documentation, 

working with the media, and  psychosocial 

counselling. In addition, the programme also 

focuses on discussing international legal in-

struments and treaties,  the demand and sup-

ply of labour in the overseas job market - and 

the factors that influence them - in relation 

to the countries were the Attaché  will be 

working. 

The most recent training took place in June 

2014, for 20 new labour attachés to be posted 

globally.  

IOM Bangladesh on Social 
Media 

https://www.facebook.com/IOMBangladesh
https://twitter.com/IOM_Bangladesh
http://www.iom.org.bd/


Parliamentary Policy Dialogue on Better Migration 

The International Organization for Migration 

(IOM) and the Bangladesh Parliament jointly or-

ganized an Orientation Programme on Migration 

and Development for the Honorable Members of 

Parliament of the Government of Bangladesh on 

the 10th of August, 2014. The program served 

to provide a platform for policy discourse on 

migration and development nexus of Bangla-

desh. The event was attended by 34 honorable 

member of parliament and it was inaugurated 

by Expatriates' Welfare and Overseas Employ-

ment Minister Khandker Mosharraf Hossain, while 

Speaker of the Parliament Dr. Shirin Sharmin 

Choudhury was the chief guest.  

The MPs, government officials, and Subject Ex-

perts engaged in discussions on the impact of mi-

gration on development, focusing on crucial top-

ics such as mainstreaming migration into the na-

tional development process, progress and gaps in 

policy and legal framework and issues related to 

irregular migration.  
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IOM’s Mukti programme is one of Bangladesh’s 

first initiatives promoting a public-private part-

nership for the economic empowerment of vul-

nerable women. With support from the Govern-

ment of Norway and Denmark the project fo-

cuses on facilitating vulnerable women’s access 

into the economic process, through providing 

crucial business training and advisory/hand 

holding support.   

To scale up the programme’s reach in the coun-

try, IOM partnered with the Ministry of Wom-

en’s and Children’s Affair to participate in the 

Government’s Joyeeta initiative which is a na-

tionwide programme providing employment to 

economically disadvantaged women through 

entrepreneurial engagement. The joint initia-

tive focusing on the food sector opened its first 

outlet in March this year in Dhaka named “Café 

Joyeeta”. The programme aims to open another 

two outlets in Dhaka very soon and keep expand-

ing to other parts of the country in an effort to 

empower vulnerable women through jobs and op-

portunities 

Creating Economic Opportunities for Vulnerable Women  

H.E. Ms. Meher Afroz Chumki MP, Minister, MoWCA, 
Opens the new Café Joyeeta at Department of Women 
Affairs, Eskaton in 2014 
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