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IOM REGIONAL RESPONSE TO EBOLA CRISIS 

• Through its implementing partner, Oxfam, IOM 
has distributed a total of 202 Interim Home Care 
kits to date in the Western Area in Sierra Leone. 

• IOM and World Hope International’s social 
mobilization support teams in Bombali district, 
Sierra Leone continue intensive community 
engagement after new cases were found. 

• The National Ebola Training Academy in 
Freetown, Sierra Leone has trained a total of 
4,000 health care workers, as of 28 February. 

• In preparation of schools reopening, IOM trained 
focal points from 132 schools on Infection 
Prevention and Control protocols in Liberia. 

• Between 27 February and 3 March, a total of 
6,166 travellers were screened at Bo Waterside 
border crossing point in Liberia, an average of 
1,500 travellers screened per day. 

• 55,731 passengers were screened and recorded 
at Bamako-Sénou International Airport in Mali, 
since 1 October 2014. 

• 151,658 migrants screened and recorded at 16 
Flow Monitoring Points in Mali. 

• With the addition of three new facilities, IOM has 
now equipped a total of 18 Provincial Emergency 
Operations Centres in Guinea Conakry. 

HIGHLIGHTS 
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OVERVIEW 
Since the Ebola outbreak in West Africa was first 
reported in March 2014, to date, there have been 
23,934 confirmed, probable and suspected cases of 
Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) with 9,792 fatalities (41%), 
according to the current UNMEER report, dated 4 
March 2015. IOM is continuing to implement local and 
regional Ebola response projects and activities in West 
Africa, to strengthen containment and control capacities 
to prevent the spread of EVD, reduce disease burden, 
and to contribute to “getting to zero cases.” 

 
Mobile Training team delivers EVD clinical training in 
Bombali district, Sierra Leone 
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Interim Care Kits distributed to quarantined community in Rosanda, Bombali district, Sierra Leone © IOM 2015 
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SIERRA LEONE 
Social Mobilization Team Reacts to EVD Flare-
up in Bombali 

IOM and World Hope International’s social mobilization 
pillar support teams in Bombali district have continued 
intensive community engagement in Rosanda in Paki 
Masabom chiefdom and Kapethe in Biriwa chiefdom. 
Last week an infected fisherman from a quarantined 
community in Freetown sought treatment from 
traditional healers in his home village of Rosanda in 
Bombali district near Makeni. 

Shortly thereafter, the man passed away and the 
community experienced a spike of 31 new Ebola cases 
within 48 hours. The village and neighbouring area have 
been placed under strict quarantine. On 1 March, IOM 
staff visited the village together with implementing 
partner, World Hope International, and are responding 
with social messaging focused on infection prevention 
and control, staying safe while you wait at home and 
hygiene promotion. 

Emergency Care Kits 

IOM and implementing partners, Oxfam and ACF, met 
on 24 February 2015 to share and document lessons-
learned from the current project. 25 Community Health 
Workers, members of Community Health Committees 
(CHCs), field staff, coordinators, and project managers 
were in attendance to ensure a broad sharing of views 
and experiences. Strategies on how to respond to 
current and future trends in transmission were also 
discussed including expanding geographical coverage, 
working more closely in support of community-based 
health systems, and better response for quarantined 
areas.  

Oxfam continues interim home care kit distribution 
through their community-based active case finding 

activities in the Western Area in seven wards, with a 
total of 202 kits distributed to date. 

Health & Humanitarian Border Management 

Following a successful second Emergency Simulation 
Exercise at Lungi International Airport, on 2 March the 
Health and Humanitarian Border Management project 
manager led a rapid border assessment team made up 
of multi-sector stakeholder experts. This pilot 
assessment will target land border crossing points in 
Kambia district. The assessment, broken down into five 
areas, includes district and community focus group 
discussions, and WASH, technical IBM and health facility 
investigations. Once completed, the refined from the 
results of the Kambia mission the rapid assessment 
model will be used to investigate the land borders of 
other districts in Sierra Leo-ne. These assessments will 
provide the foundation for up-coming HHBM initiatives 
to get to zero Ebola cases while reinforcing border 
security. 

National Training Academy & Mobile Training 

To date, IOM and its partners have trained over 4,000 
health care workers in Freetown, Bo and Kambia. With 
ongoing training courses in Bombali district for two 
teams of 27 decontamination workers.  

LIBERIA 
Health & Humanitarian Border Management 

Since the reopening of the Liberian borders on 22 
February, IOM has been supporting health screening 
processes at the major land crossing point between 
Liberia and Sierra Leone, in Bo Waterside, Grand Cape 
Mount County. IOM has provided materials, such as 

 
Social Mobilization team conducts emergency outreach 
in the quarantined village of Rosanda, Sierra Leone 

 
Mobile Ebola Training unit is dispersed to the Bombali 
district in Sierra Leone to train emergency responders, 
combatting recent outbreak of EVD in Rosanda 
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Personal Protective Equipment, thermo-scanners and 
chlorine, as well as IPC awareness training to 
immigration officials. The Sinje ETU staff have been 
providing supervision and monitoring of health 
screening staff to ensure travellers are meeting 
screening protocols. At one location at Bo Waterside 
there are two crossing points for travellers entering and 
leaving Liberia. Between Feb 27 and March 3, a total of 
6,166 travellers with an average 1,500 travellers being 
screened each day at the screening border crossing 
point. 

Health System Revitalization 

Buchanan Ebola Treatment Unit is supporting health 
system revitalization in Grand Bassa County. In 
preparation of the Grand Bassa Community College 
reopening, the Buchanan ETU team was asked to 
provide training to nursing students and supervisors. On 
26-27 February, the ETU staff introduced 104 nursing 
students and 4 supervisors to the principles of Infection 
Prevention and Control before beginning their clinical 
affiliations in early March. The students will continue 
infection prevention and control study throughout the 
semester. 

Furthermore Tubmanburg ETU staff provide weekly 
monitoring and surveillance support to the County 
Health Team at two county check points in Bomi 
County, at Gbah and Klay. ETU staff supervise CHT 
health care workers who screen travellers to ensure 
that basic IPC protocols, including hand washing and 
temperature checking, are met. 

In close coordination with the Education Cluster and in 
preparation of schools reopening, IOM provided 
coordination support to partners in the counties of 
Grand Cape Mount and Bomi to ensure that all districts 
meet Infection Prevention Control protocols required 
for schools to reopen. IOM trained focal points from 49 
schools in Grand Cape Mount, 51 schools in Bomi, and 
32 schools in Grand Bassa. In total, focal points from 
132 schools received training on IPC protocols. 

MALI 
Health and Humanitarian Border Management 
Flow Monitoring Points 

To ensure the epidemiological surveillance of migrants 
from countries affected by EVD, IOM now operates 16 
Flow Monitoring Points (FMPs) along the border with 
Guinea on major road, river, and rail entry points. From 
1 to 21 February, 50,684 people were screened for a 
total of 151,658 people, since November 22, 2014. 

 
Flow Monitoring and EVD Screening at 
Bamako-Sénou International Airport 

Designed as an essential component in the strategy to 
prevent the spread of Ebola, IOM intervened at the 
Bamako-Sénou International Airport, at the request of 
the Government of Mali. Since 1 October 2014, IOM has 
screened and recorded 55,731 passengers. 

As part of the standard operation procedures, all 
passengers departing from Mali to foreign destinations 
must complete a health declaration form that includes 
demographic data, plus origin and destination 
information for potential contact tracing. The primary 
destination of passengers is France (34%), followed by 
Senegal (9%) and Côte d'Ivoire (7%). 

GUINEA 
Health and Humanitarian Border Management 

In coordination with local leaders, watchdog 
committees, district presidents and border police, IOM 
selected and trained seven Flow Monitoring Point (FMP) 
agents in three localities of Kourémalé, Nafadji and 
Niani on the Mali border from 11 through 17 February. 
IOM furnished all the necessary working equipment for 
Flow Monitoring Points, including hand-washing kits 
(disinfectants, chloride, and soap), gloves, thermo-flash 
scanners, office supplies and furniture, as well as 
communications equipment. This approach addresses 

 
Grand Bassa County Health Workers receive Infection 
Prevention and Control Training in Liberia 

FMP SUMMARY 
(from 22 November 2014 to 21 February 2015) 

 FMPs: Badogo, Fingouana, Kabaya, Kalana, Sélingué, Siradjouba, 
Yanfolila, Diaka, Sirakoro, Kita, Djoulafoundou, Koflatiè, Kourémalé, 
Nougani ,Banankoro et Dagassaidou 

12,600
 

Vehicles recorded at FMPs 
(between 1 January to 21 February) 

Average 
Age 

30 

151,658 Migrants screened and 
sensitized at FMPs 

30% 70% 
Female Male 
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the public health imperatives of preventing, detecting 
and responding to infections along the mobility 
pathway, at origin, transit, destination and return 
points. 

Provincial Emergency Operations Centres 

In order to reinforce the capacity of the regional 
coordination in the fight against EVD, with the addition 
of three new facilities, IOM has now refurbished and 
continues to provide logistical support to a total of 18 
Provincial Emergency Operations Centres (PEOCs), 
delivering office supplies, visibility materials, and IT and 
internet connectivity. 

 
Induction of Flow Monitoring Point agents in 
Kourémalé, Guinea 

 
IOM refurbishes and provides ongoing logistical 
support to the Provincial Emergency Operations 
Centre at Kérouané in the Kankan Region of Guinea 
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Due to recent EVD outbreak, Social Mobilization teams conduct intensive community outreach in Bombali, Sierra Leone 
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With the assistance and support of 
donors and implementing partners, 
IOM delivers an ongoing coordinated 
response to the Ebola crisis in West 
Africa, including such services as: 
 • Management of three Ebola 

Treatment Units in Liberia 
 • Training airport staff to screen 

passengers for Ebola at Lungi 
International Airport and 
educating frontline responders to 
work safely and efficiently with 
Ebola patients in Sierra Leone 

 • Rehabilitation and equipping of 
Provincial Emergency Operations 
Centres in Guinea-Conakry 

 • Distribution of hygiene kits and 
home health kits to mitigate the 
spread of Ebola 

  

  

FUNDING FOR IOM’S EBOLA CRISIS RESPONSE PROGRAMME IN WEST AFRICA IS PROVIDED BY: 

         

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON IOM’S EBOLA CRISIS RESPONSE PROGRAMME, PLEASE CONTACT: 
IOM Ebola Crisis Response Programme Coordination Office, IOM HQs| ebolaresponse@iom.int | +41 22 717 9111 

Donor Relations Division, IOM HQs | drd@iom.int | +41 22 717 9271 
IOM Regional Office, Dakar (Senegal) | rodakarebolacoordination@iom.int | +221 33 869 6200 

 


