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 For International Organization for Migration – Office in Greece (IOM), June 

has been a very busy month with new conditions and context, due to the 

completion of important programs and also due to the closing of Greece’s 

Presidency of the Council of European Union.   

     “Trans-regional Workshop on Enhancing Cooperation in Combating 

Irregular Migration and Smuggling of Migrants through South Eastern 

Europe“, organized in Athens by IOM, UNODC and OSCE, under the auspices of 

the Hellenic Presidency and hosted by the Government. The 2 days seminar was 

focusing on the South Eastern Europe region (SEE) and the Eastern 

Mediterranean migration routes originating in Afghanistan and Pakistan, 

transiting through the SEE region and destined for Central and Western Europe, 

on the challenges states and migrants are facing and the measures used to 

address them and to combat the organized crime and to enhance 

the protection of the human rights of migrants  

 

Gianlucca Rocco, Chief of Mission, IOM Bosnia & Herzegovina, Daniel Esdras, Head of IOM 
Greece, Renate Held, Reg.Director of RO Vienna 

 The Oslo Times News Network visits IOM Greece    The Chief Editor Mr. Hatef 

Mokhtar  of the Oslo Times arrived on the 10th June at the premises of IOM 

Greece in Athens. Mr. Daniel Esdras, Head of IOM Greece, during his interview 

he presented the divisions of the Organization and the projects currently 

About IOM…  

 

IOM  is  an International 

Intergovernmental Organization 

providing support to migrants and 

governments of countries of origin 

and reception, from more than half a 

century. 

Greece is one of the founding 

members and the Office was 

established in 1952. 

For IOM, migration may benefit the 

reception and origin countries and 

mainly the migrants, under the 

condition that migrants’ dignity and 

social cohesion are protected.  

In this context , the Office in Greece 

will continue to build complete 

partnerships with authorities and the 

civil society and to support the 

protection of the freedom of 

movement and migrants’ rights. 

http://www.greece.iom.int/
http://www.youtube.com/user/iomgreece
http://www.youtube.com/user/iomgreece
http://www.twitter.com/iomgreece
http://www.facebook.com/pages/IOM-Greece-ΔΟΜ-Ελλάδα/1414383382173845
http://www.facebook.com/pages/IOM-Greece-ΔΟΜ-Ελλάδα/1414383382173845
http://www.facebook.com/pages/IOM-Greece-ΔΟΜ-Ελλάδα/1414383382173845
http://www.flickr.com/photos/iomgreece
http://www.flickr.com/photos/iomgreece
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implemented as well as the situation in Greece regarding the services provided for migrants. Mr. H. Mokhtar left to 

Norway, carrying in his bags information material and posters by IOM.          

         ‘The International Organization for Migration (IOM) in Athens plays a crucial role for humanity’ – Hatef 

Mokhtar, Editor in Chief, The Oslo Times  

 

 

 ΙΟΜ Greece staff with H.Mokhtar of The Oslo Times 

 

 

IOM Albania visits IOM Greece in Athens   The coordinators of the “Addressing the Needs of Unaccompanied 

Minors in Greece” Program of the two Offices had a scheduled meeting for the monitoring of the implementation’s 

outcomes. 

 
IOM Greece & IOM Albania staff  

“Addressing the Needs of 

Unaccompanied Minors in Greece” is 

supporting the protection of children 

rights, who want to return  to their 

country. Moreover, vulnerable groups    

benefit from the assistance offered. 
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EMN Conference 2014 on “Irregular Migration and Return: Challenges and Practices”   In the framework of the 

Hellenic Presidency, the EMN Conference in Athens pursued to raise public awareness about EMN work  and the 

need for further developments on the EU’s Return Policy.  The Deputy Director General of IOM, Ambassador Laura 

Thompson, was one of the key note speakers and highlighted ‘’…that the way ahead is not easy but that the 

creativity and commitment  we all share can go a long way in ensuring the integrity of border management systems, 

while preserving migrants’ rights and saving lives.  Let's work together to ensure that the tragedies in the 

Mediterranean do not happen again’’.          

 

 

 
  

 

 IOM Greece visit to Georgia    IOM Greece staff with the representative of the Managing Authority of European and 

Development Programs of the Ministry of Public Order and Citizen Protection flew to Georgia in order to monitor the 

progress and the implementation of the reintegration assistance offered in the context of the Assisted Voluntary 

Return and Reintegration Program (AVRR).  Along with the IOM Georgia staff, they visited beneficiaries who had 

returned to Georgia and with the IOM support, they had started a small business on their own. This way the families 

and the entire community were benefited as well. 

 

                                                       

 

Ambassador L.Thomson,  formerly  

Ambassador and Permanent 

Representative of Costa Rica to the United 

Nations Office and other International 

Organizations in Geneva was recently re-

elected by the IOM Council for her second 

5-year term as Deputy Director General 
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IOM Greece visit to Malta    Mr.Daniel Esdras, Head 

of IOM Office in Greece, with the Director and 

representatives of the Managing Authority of 

European and Development Programs and the 

Migration Office of the Ministry of Public Order and 

Citizen Protection spend three days in Malta (16-19 

June) working close with the colleagues of IOM Malta 

on the progress and the best practices of the 

implementation of the AVRR program. The visitors 

from Greece attained meetings with the national 

governmental authorities and visited Centers of Open 

Reception of Migrants.    

 

 Closing Event for the Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration Program  On the 27th June , IOM Greece 

presented the procedure and the outcomes of the implementation of the AVRR program, which was is co-funded by 

European Return Fund (75%) and the Ministry of Public order and Citizen Protection  (25%) for the period July ’13-

June ’14.  During that year, 9000 migrants asked from IOM to help them to return to their country of origin. 

Approximately 7400 of them returned and 514 received reintegration assistance for making a new start in their 

community.  

Minister Vasilios Kikilias, Mr. Panagiotis Marketakis, Director of the Managing Authority of European and 

Development Programs and Mr. Emmanuel Katriadakis, General Commissioner of Aliens and Border Protection 

Branch, Ambassadors and Consulars, representatives of  organisations and Migration Communities and journalists 

attended the event, which took place at the Grande Bretagne Hotel in Athens.   

 

  

                                                      

             D.Esdras,Head of IOM Greece with Minister V.Kikilias 
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 “Integrated and common migration policy in Europe: What are the challenges for cooperation with third 

countries”     On the 30th June Mr.Daniel Esdras attended the Conference organized by the Economic and Social 

Committee in Athens.  Mr. Esdras presented the main points IOM work and explained how the 500 IOM Offices in 

149 countries have contributed to the establishment of sustain cooperation with the Third Countries on migration 

issues. 

 

                                                   International Organization for Migration 
recognizes the commitment of the employees to the Organization’s principles and purpose. 

The Head of Office in Greece, Daniel Esdras was selected as the Person of the Month for IOM, for his 27-year devotion and action.   

 IOM Greece Staff 
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The Project  “ Assisted Voluntary Return and  Reintegration of 
Third Country Nationals”   

 is co-funded by European Return Fund  (75%) & Ministry of 
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