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According to Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) data collected by IOM Rapid 
Assessment and Response Team (RART) from January through 19 September 2014

287,572
IDP Families

1,715
Locations

1,725,432
Individuals

Displacement

Distribution
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Displaced children at an IDP site in Koysinjaq, Erbil on 15 September

In response to the recent emergency crisis, IOM 
Iraq continues to distribute family non-food item 
(NFI) kits while providing transport and livelihood 
assistance throughout Iraq. 

On 24 September, IOM Iraq distributed 434 family 
non-food item kits to displaced families in the 
southern governorate of Kerbala. IOM Iraq Chief 
of Mission Thomas Lothar Weiss, accompanied 
by Baghdad Head of Hub Antonio Salanga and 
fifteen other IOM Iraq staff, participated in the 
distribution. IOM staff listened to displaced 
families at the distribution and discussed with 
them their experiences, present suffering and 
needs. The majority of IDPs present at the 
distribution were currently living in religious 
buildings or with relatives, and they were mainly 
displaced originally from Ninewa. IOM Iraq staff 
also met with several local and international 
officials during the distribution. 

The NFI kits contained essential items such 
as mattresses, stoves, fans and blankets. 
Mohammad Ahmad, a 51-year-old father of nine, 
expressed gratitude at the distribution. “I don’t 
know how to thank IOM for this assistance. This 
is the first time we have had aid since we arrived 
here from Talafar.” 

The governor of Kerbala, Mr. Aqeel al-Turahi, 
praised the efforts of IOM Iraq’s rapid assessment 
and response teams (RART) in their efforts to 
swiftly assist the displaced families in Kerbala 
governorate. 

IOM continues to work with local and international 
partners to meet the needs of displaced persons 
throughout Iraq.
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Above | IOM Iraq Chief of Mission Thomas Lothar Weiss and staff learn 
about IDP needs firsthand at an IOM NFI distribution in Kerbala, Below | IOM 
beneficiary and his daughter in Shaqlawa, Erbil
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Emergency Response Distribution 2014
IOM Iraq emergency response distribution from January to 18 September 2014

*One Iraqi family is roughly equal to 6 individuals

Distribution totals from Jan to 27 Sept 2014

2,770

1,513

34,719

16,685
UNFPA Women’s Dignity Kits (WDK)

UNICEF hygiene kits

Family* Non-Food Item (NFI) kits

WFP food parcels

*No distributions in Muthanna or Thi Qar

IOM NFI distribution sites

NFI kits distributed by IOM Iraq
5,001 - 7,000

3,001 - 5,000

1,501 - 3,000

1,001 - 1,500

501 - 1,000

301 - 500

150 - 300

IOM distributes NFI kits to IDPs from Ninewa governorate in 
Koysinjaq, Erbil on 18 September
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U.S. Congressmen Adam Kinzinger and George Holding speak to IDPs in Harsham camp in Ainkawa, Erbil
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IOM Iraq utilizes a streamlined logistics system and wide network 
of field monitors to deliver emergency relief to displaced persons in 
Iraq, as well as vital partnerships with local and international actors. 

On 24 September, fifteen IOM staff including Chief of Mission 
Thomas Lothar Weiss and Baghdad Head of Hub Antonio Salanga 
met with several local and international officials at an NFI distribution 
in Kerbala. This meeting included the governor of Kerbala, Mr. 
Aqeel Al-Turahi, deputy governor Ali Al-Mayali, the heads of popular 
committees, as well as representatives from UNAMI and the U.S. 
embassy in Baghdad. These officials met to review the current 
situation of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in the governorate, 
as well as to discuss their basic needs and what could be delivered 
in the future to support the displaced. 

From insecure areas to 
various locations within 
the KRI in coordination 
with the Development and 
Modification Center and the 
Kurdistan Region Border 
Security Management

18,164
IDPs

Total as of 2 Aug - 19 Sept 2014

On 27 September, IOM staff including L3 
Emergency Coordinator Fabien Sambussy 
accompanied a U.S. delegation that included 
U.S. Congressmen Adam Kinzinger and 
George Holding to Harsham IDP camp in 
Ainkawa, Erbil. IOM facilitated the visit in 
partnership with representatives of the U.S. 
government, Norwegian Refugee Council, 
UNHCR and ACTED. IOM staff explained 
the coordination with other agencies to the 
U.S. delegation.  The delegation met with 
displaced families to hear firsthand the 
challenges they face in the coming winter 
months, and their desire to return home.

IOM staff organise transportation of Iraqi IDPs
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IOM is responding to life-threatening needs in a rapidly changing environment, in addition to monitoring movements on the ground.

Human Interest Story: Ahmad and cousins

“We left so fast that there were eight of my family members crammed 
into one taxi. Of course we couldn’t take anything but the clothes we 
were wearing,” 18-year-old Ahmad told IOM staff. “And with winter 
coming, these clothes will not keep us warm.” 

IOM staff spoke with Ahmad about his family’s harrowing escape to 
Erbil while he and six of his cousins gathered outside of their tent at 
Harsham camp. “We came from Karakosh, outside of Mosul,” said 
Ahmad. “My father worked as a cleaner at a petrol station, and my 
uncle worked at a hospital. All of us children were in school, but we all 
had to leave when we heard the terrorists were coming.” 

The boys showed IOM staff the aid they received in their non-food 
item kits. “The stove, cookware and mattresses are good for us, but 
we need more. When winter comes, we will need oil and warmer 
blankets.”
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“I hear they are going to build a school here. I 
hope we can go back to school soon. We miss 
going to school more than anything.” 

“In Mosul, the rockets fall everywhere. It’s not 
safe for us. We were terrified. The terrorists 
captured my cousin for four days, but luckily, he 
was able to escape during a battle. We had to 
leave in the middle of the night. We weren’t able 
to get past the checkpoint near Kirkuk, so we 
slept in the streets for seven days. When we got 
here, we were so grateful to have a place to stay 
until the fighting stops. After the terrorists leave, 
we want to go back to Mosul.”

Ahmad and his cousins at Harsham camp in Ainkawa, Erbil

“I hear they are going to build a school here. I hope we can go back to 
school soon. We miss going to school more than anything.”


