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HIGHLIGHTS 

 UN Secretary General and WHO Director General complete entry and exit Health Screening at 
Lungi International Airport:  Medics trained at the IOM administered National Ebola Training 
Academy and monitored by IOM staff completed the health screening process of the special 
guests in an efficient and professional manner. The Secretary General later thanked IOM staff 
for their well organized and important work. 

 

 National Training Academy certifies 101 African Union health care professionals: The National 
Ebola Training Academy for Frontline Practitioners in collaboration with the Center for Disease 
Control completed training for 101 AU health care professionals from Ethiopia on 22 December. 
Similarly, a 45-member contingent of health workers from West Africa organized by the West 
African Health Organization also completed their courses.  

 
 Procurement of Emergency Interim Care Packages continues: 6,500 kits which contain ORS, 

water purification tablets, soap, gloves, chlorine granules, buckets and Ebola awareness 
pamphlets will eventually be distributed in the Western Area, Port Loko, and Bombali Districts. 
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Training 101 Ethiopian health care workers from the African Union (left), hand washing station at IOM Freetown (right) © IOM 
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Operational Data from Training Academy 

Course Name Number of  
courses run 

Total number of  
National students 

Total number of  
International Students 

3 day Ebola clinician IPC + 
2 day simulated patient 

2 4 60 

1 day clinical augmentation 2 50 18 

3 day basic IPC/PPE 4 339 0 

Total 8 393 78 

National Ebola Training Academy 
 

IOM is working in collaboration with WHO and is now doing a series of courses to meet the needs of national 
and international frontline health care professionals assigned to ETCs.  
 
Available courses include: 
3-day WHO Ebola clinical/IPC training 
2-day WHO simulated patient training 
1-day WHO clinical training (for those who have completed prior IPC training) 
3-day IPC/PPE training for cleaners / hygienists 
WHO have also done a Training of Trainers for all IOM trainers and the Ministry of Health and Republic of Sier-
ra Leone Armed Forces for this enhanced WHO clinical training. 

A 45-member contingent of health professionals from West Africa organized by the West African Health Or-
ganization completed training during the past week. Similarly, the Academy worked in collaboration with the 
Centre for Disease Control (CDC) to train 101 African Union health care workers from Ethiopia. 
The Academy’s IOM staff in collaboration with WHO have now completed the 3-day clinical training and CDC 
staff did the 2-day Epidemiology training for field epidemiology professionals. It is hoped that more work can 
be done on this new curriculum with CDC. 
In addition IOM has had requests from private practitioners who want to have Infection Prevention Control 

and Personal Protective Equipment (IPC/PPE) training. A separate 3- day basic IPC/PPE training with clinical 

discussions has been conducted for two sets of private practice medical doctors. 

On governance development, IOM met with DFID on Wednesday 17 December 2014 to discuss the establish-

ment of a governance board and the development of TORs and membership revision of the log frame to in-

clude the current training needs. During the week ahead  there will be one 3-day Ebola modified clinical IPC 

course for national and international health professionals and one 3-day Ebola IPC/PPE. 



 

 

 

Distribution of Emergency Interim Care 
Packages for suspected Ebola cases 
 

Persons who have direct contact with infected individuals 

or their blood and body fluids and without access to appro-

priate personal protective equipment especially caregivers 

in hospitals or homes are at high risk for Ebola virus expo-

sure and infection.  

IOM, in partnership with Action Contre La Faim (ACF) and 

Oxfam International,  intend  to use the care kits project to 

provide care to potential / suspected / confirmed cases in 

the community that are waiting to access treatment facili-

ties and to prevent the spread of infection within house-

holds and break the transmission cycle.  

The project will see the pre-positioning of interim care 

packages at district-level health facilities (PHUs) and distri-

bution of  and related messaging by community-based 

health care teams to suspected Ebola cases undergoing 

temporary quarantine at home in the Western Area, Port 

Loko, and Bombali districts– areas in the western part of 

the country where transmission rates remain high 

(UNMEER Sierra Leone: Ebola Emergency  Weekly Situation 

Report No. 08, 08 - 14 December 2014).  

When a suspected case is reported to the District Ebola 

Response Center (DERC) via 117, the representative at 

DERC will contact community health care workers and a 

prepositioned kit will be distributed. Further there is a sec-

ond community response mechanism for potential cases 

that have yet to call 117, where the CHWs will assist the 

family to contact 117 and distribute a kit.  

Procurement continues for the interim care packages 

which include Oral Rehydration Salts (ORS), water purifica-

tion tablets, a tablespoon, soap, gloves, chlorine granules, 

buckets, and EVD awareness pamphlets.  

The project will eventually implement training-of-trainer 

sessions for community health care workers on appropriate 

use and promotion of the Emergency Interim Care Kit. 

 

Health and Humanitarian Border Management  
 

Why is the Entry and Exit Health Screening Standard Operating Procedure at Lungi Airport so important? 
 

 Prevents the expansion of Ebola to other countries through stringent screening procedures, particularly on exit 

 Ensures the safety of airport staff and passengers 

 Allows for the continued commercial viability of Lungi International Airport– a vital lifeline by assuring safety of flying 
into Freetown 

 Minimizing overall risks of Ebola transmission during airport procedures 
 
Procedures include: 
 
Primary screening 
Hand washing with chlorine solution and an initial thermometer test 
Filling out an individual health declaration form which is reviewed by a health care worker 
Second thermometer test and basic observation– if cleared passenger enters airport to collect baggage and exit 
 
Secondary screening (conducted by health care worker wearing full PPE) 
In depth medical evaluation 
If symptomatic decision will be taken not to allow onward travel, ticket will be reimbursed and passenger will be taken to 
Lungi Hospital or the UN Clinic for further evaluation and monitoring 
 

IOM staff conducting various phases of the health screening process at Lungi International Airport © IOM 2014 
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WHO DG Margaret Chan (Left) and UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon (right) at Lungi International Airport © IOM 2014 

 

Border Management, Lungi International 
Airport 

Health and Humanitarian Border Management  

The United Nations Secretary General’s visit to Sierra 
Leone on 19 December provided the Health and 
Humanitarian Border Management (HHBM) team with a 
fantastic opportunity to display the health screening 
process at Lungi International Airport.  
 
The presence of high level dignitaries like UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-Moon, WHO Director General, Dr. 
Margaret Chan and UN Special Envoy for Ebola, Dr. 
David Nabarro and guiding them  through the 
mandatory health check reaffirmed the importance of 
screening 100% of passengers. On both arrival and 
departure IOM trained medics monitored by IOM staff 
completed the process in an efficient and professional 
manner. Secretary General Ban thanked all IOM staff for 
the well organized and crucial project. 
 
Throughout the past week, the HHBM team has worked 
closely with the Center for Disease Control to design a 
number of one-day training courses for all airport staff 
connected to the health screening process.  The 
intention has been to customize the training to fit the 
needs of the various agencies involved.  
 
 

Courses include: 
Ebola Awareness Training – RING Cards (Recognize, 
Isolate, Notify and Give Support) given to airport staff 
who have completed training to recognize a person who 
may have Ebola symptoms 
 Suitable for all airport staff: 
Guidance and Training for Primary and Secondary 
Screening 
Guidance and Training for Cleaning Personnel 
Ebola Awareness and Training for Security Personnel 
Ebola Awareness and Guidance for Immigration Staff 
Ebola Awareness and Guidance for Cargo and Baggage 
Handlers 
ToT courses will be developed and executed in the 
latter half of the HHBM Project 
 
Additionally, a monthly Emergency Simulation Exercise 

will be conducted to complement the various training 

courses. The exercises are intended to test and improve 

the health screening process and the linkage between 

numerous airport agencies. The first Emergency 

Simulation Exercise will be confined to airport 

operations, but will eventually grow in scope to include 

receiving hospitals/ETCs and the transport link. It will 

take place ahead of a reconnaissance mission by both 

British Airways and Air France to investigate the 

possibility of resuming commercial flights to Freetown 

on 15 January 2015. 
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Contact: IOM Department of Operations and Emergencies |  bhyde@iom.int |  

IOM Migration Health Division | mhddpt@iom.int |  
IOM Sierra Leone Response | jbaker@iom.int | Public Information and Project Development | nbishop@iom.int 

Please find IOM Sierra Leone on Facebook at www.facebook.com/iomsierraleone 
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