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Fast Facts 
 

Local typhoon name: 
Yolanda 

 

Directly affected population 
(per Department of Social 
Welfare and Development - 
DSWD as of 6am local time, 
10 November): 5.4 million 
persons or 1.2 million 
families in 319 
municipalities, 44 cities, 39 
provinces, 9 regions 

 

Evacuated population: 
426,397 persons or 91,658 
families evacuated in 37 
provinces 

 

 

“The priority now is for the living.  Rescue, relief - food, water and shelter – these are priorities for 
all affected areas.” – President Benigno S. Aquino III, 9 November 2013 (translated from the evening 
press conference). 
 
The Government of the Philippines welcomed the offer of international assistance as communicated 
to the Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) on the evening of 9 November. 
 
The airport of Tacloban has been severely damaged and only C-130 planes have been dispatched to 
bring humanitarian workers and relief goods to Leyte and Samar areas. Governor Petilla of Leyte is 
prioritizing debris clearing to ensure access for humanitarian aid. Restoration of communications and 
electricity are also critical in delivering aid.  
 
Below is a summary of the situation received from IOM in the field: 
 
 Region 8 (Leyte): this is where the typhoon first struck and caused the greatest devastation 

leading locals to refer to it as “ground zero”. Media and humanitarian aid workers who flew in 
for an assessment mission on the morning of 8 November had no choice but to walk for more 
than five hours from the Tacloban airport to reach the city or to cross the bridge to Samar.  
 

 



All communication and power lines are still down. The two largest phone companies in the 
country have committed to restoring some of the lines within the next 48 hours.  
 
Current media reports indicate urgent health needs for those injured as well as access to 
primary health care services in affected areas. The Department of Health (DOH) will be 
deploying health teams from Manila and will also be setting up tent hospitals equipped with 
essential medicines and medical supplies, including additional body bags for the cadavers.  
 
Another major problem is law and order: both the police and army have deployed forces from 
other areas to address the looting in the province.  
 
The national government is taking the lead in relief and rescue operations since all the local 
authorities have been affected and displaced by the devastating typhoon. Military command 
centres have been established in Tacloban, Cebu and Roxas and a humantiarian hub will also be 
established by the government in these cities, with support from the humanitarian country 
team. HCT staff for these hubs have yet to reach the Visayas region.     
 

 Region 6 (Bohol): all evacuation centres, which have been opened last Thursday (7 November) as 
part of the disaster preparedness for the typhoon, have now been closed down as people have 
returned to their temporary shelters. A few trees had fallen but the main problem currently is 
the lack of electricity as the Bohol power line is linked to the Leyte power grid.  

 

 Other parts of the Visayas are still inaccessible and therefore information on the impact of the 
typhoon is still unreported.  

 

 Elsewhere, in Region 4A (Cavite): 32 barangays with 3,305 persons or 564 families were affected 
(including the pre-emptive evacuees) and have stayed in the evacuation centers. As of today, all 
have returned home and the evacuation centres have been closed. 
 

Though all 12 clusters have been activated in Manila, only the Camp  Coordination and Camp 
Management (CCCM), and the Logistics clusters have been activated in disaster-affected areas due to 
difficulty in physically accessing the areas. IOM will lead the response under the CCCM Cluster. 
Currently, IOM has staff deployed in Tacloban, Samar, Bohol and Cavite and will provide initial staff 
surge capacity by deploying close to 10 humanitarian staff to address CCCM and initial humantiarian 
response needs. IOM’s global shelter cluster focal point will be deployed to Manila to support the 
emergency shelter cluster. IOM has also activated internal emergency funding mechanisms. In the 
field, IOM will make available 12,000 tarpaulin sheets needed to provide temporary shelters to the 
displaced within the week.  
 
IOM is still taking part in the ongoing field assessments with the DSWD and will be preparing its 
response as part of the inter-agency appeal that is scheduled to be released on Monday, 11 
November.  
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