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The Redemptorist church in Tacloban city, now a displaced centre being used by several hundred people.  
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Seven days after Typhoon Haiyan hit six locations in the central 
Philippines, IOM teams are working tirelessly in Tacloban, Roxas, 
and soon, in Ormoc. As affected people come forward, the need for 
shelter, food, water, medicine and non-food items become more 
evident than ever. 
 
In Tacloban, rubble removal operations are picking up, while the 
airport is resuming commercial flights, albeit at a reduced pace. The 
IOM Director General will travel to the Philippines this weekend to 
visit Tacloban. During joint assessments, the Government, IOM, and 
partners have already identified 29 evacuation centres in the city 
with significant needs. More sites are being assessed every hour. 
IOM followed up with more detailed assessments of the five largest 
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centres: Astrodome, Rizal Central School, San Jose Elementary 
School, San Fernando Elementary School and Redemptorist Church. 
Affected families report that they are in dire need of food, water, 
urgent health care and NFIs. IOM is working with partners to direct 
supplies to these evacuation centres that are among the most 
congested and under-served. An IOM convoy of shelter material and 
bedding is expected to arrive shortly. 
 
IOM experts have also conducted brief CCCM orientation sessions at 
key evacuation centres to stress the importance of establishing 
leadership structures within the displaced populations. Some 
residents were identified to serve as ad hoc site leaders and were 
tasked with generating a masterlist of families residing in the 
evacuation centres. IDPs responded positively and have begun 
listing families immediately. Identified leaders will continue to be 
trained in CCCM principles and methodologies. 
 
Additionally, the IOM team of experts in Tacloban are assisting the 
local authorities to identify potential relocation sites for up to 5,000 
people. Upon the request of the local authorities, IOM will also be 
visiting spontaneous settlements to identify their most pressing 
needs. An IOM Global Shelter Expert, currently on assignment as 
the technical advisor for the IFRC-led Shelter Cluster, is also in 
Tacloban designing the large-scale shelter intervention to 
commence shortly. 
 
The province of Palawan was the last location hit by the typhoon. 
Much damage is reported in the cities of Coron, Busuanga, Cuyo and 
Culion. More than 4,100 houses have been completely destroyed 
according to initial estimates, and 6,500 are reported damaged[1]. 
Assessments of evacuation centres in Coron highlight severe needs 
in terms of food, clothing, water and NFIs. 
 
Thanks to the support shown by donors to-date, IOM has been able 
to gear up its emergency response and procured 5,000 plastic 
sheets, corrugated iron sheets, NFI kits, and debris clearance 
equipment, which are on their way to Tacloban. It also enabled IOM 
to start the rapid procurement of 30,000 bed rolls and 60,000 
blankets for evacuation centres in Tacloban, Roxas and Ormoc, as 
another initial measure. 
 
[1]

 It is important to note that DSWD figures are lower, making further validation of 
reports critical. 
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