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Destruction in Guiuan, Eastern Samar. IOM distributes shelter kits in Guiuan. © IOM 2013

On 20 November in Tacloban, IOM distributed emergency shelter kits consisting of
tarpaulins and ropes. As a result, 920 families have received materials they need to
build their temporary shelters. In addition, 2,256 individuals in six sites have
received blankets from IOM. A total of 79 families in Tacloban have also received
kitchen sets.

IOM established a population tracking point at Tacloban Airport on 17 November,
in order to gather key information on the demographics of the population leaving the
city, such as household composition, destination and their intention to return or
resettle in another city. IOM is now tracking population movements in all five hubs
through its Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM). To date, IOM has activated DTM in
41 sites in Tacloban and Roxas providing crucial information on priorities and needs
of 15,000 individuals to humanitarian partners.

In Tacloban, alternative shelter options and relocation sites are being discussed by
IFRC, IOM and the local government. IOM and IFRC will provide technical assistance
to the setting up of the sites.

In Roxas, a large number of IDPs in evacuation centres report that they would likely
return to their homes if they had access to shelter kits and fixing kits. Since schools
resume on Monday, there is a growing pressure to empty the evacuation centres in
Pilar and Pontevedra. IOM is prioritizing distribution of shelter kits and repair kits to
these schools.

IOM has initiated emergency health operations in two health clinics and 5 village
health stations located in Pontevedra and Pilar. IOM will provide operational relief
for overstretched public healthcare systems in these towns. On 19 November, IOM
and AmeriCares delivered eight kits containing essential medicine and medical
supplies to the two rural health clinics in Pilar and Pontevedra.

In Guiuan, on 20 November IOM assisted 175 families in two evacuation centers
through the provision of blankets, tarpaulins, ropes, buckets, jerrycans, and water
dippers (locally known as tabo). IOM is procuring a mobile saw mill and chainsaws to
assist with self recovery and construction efforts utilizing the large number of fallen
coconut trees in the area.

For photos and more information, please go to http://philippineresponse.iom.int/.
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