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President Benigno Aquino III visits IOM’s Transitional Site in Guiuan, Eastern Samar 

IOM together with government partners officially inaugurated the new Cogon Transitional Site 

 

On November 7
th

, the President of the Philippines His Excellency Benigno 

Aquino III attended a handover ceremony in Guiuan, Eastern Samar, together 

with several secretaries of departments, the Mayor of Guiuan Mr. Christopher 

Sheen Gonzales, the Governor of Eastern Samar Mr. Conrado Nicart, Jr., 

humanitarian partners and beneficiaries. The ceremony was part of 

commemoration activities for the first anniversary of Typhoon Haiyan. 

The event took place in the Cogon Transitional Site, which was built by IOM 

with funding support by the Department of Social Welfare and Development 

(DSWD) and the Government of Japan. Services at the site were provided by a 

variety of governmental, nongovernmental and international agencies. The 

new site is now home for 133 families that were affected and displaced by the 

typhoon and since then were living in the Eastern Samar State University 

(ESSU) Tent City. The Cogon site is furnished with safer shelters and has an 

integrated water and sanitation system, electricity and other basic services as 

well as community spaces such as a basketball court, a women- and a child-

friendly space. 

Even though this site is currently a transitional site, the Local Government Unit 

of Guiuan is offering the possibility for the residents to repay the cost of the 

land over a period of time in exchange for title to the land. Although the 

shelters are transitional, the other aspects of the site are designed as 

permanent. 

President Benigno Aquino III mentioned in his speech that Guiuan is a great 

example of how local government units, communities, civil society 

organizations, humanitarian partners and the private sector worked together 

to bring effective assistance to those in need. He expressed his gratitude to all 

partners, especially to those from different parts of the world. Marco Boasso, 

IOM’s Chief of Mission, commented that “IOM is pleased to have delivered 

much-needed assistance to the affected communities and is committed to 

continue supporting the national and local government as well as communities 

to reduce risks and increase resilience to future natural disasters”. 

ESSU Tent City was the home of displaced families 

for almost a year since the Typhoon Haiyan hit 
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133 displaced families have been transferred to the 

newly constructed Cogon transitional shelter site © 
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His Excellency President Benigno Aquino III together with DSWD’s 

Secretary Corazón “Dinky” Soliman and Marco Boasso meeting 

beneficiaries during the visit at the Cogon site © IOM 2014 


