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Reaching out to communities’ basic health needs through health kits distribution and orientation 
IOM Philippines and AmeriCares provide medical equipment and orientation on community outreach   
 

From the 3rd to 10th of March, IOM conducted an orientation and 

distribution of community outreach kits to 428 barangay health 

workers (BHWs) in 26 barangays in the province of Capiz, Region 

VI. This activity was funded by AmeriCares 

The community outreach kit contains essential items such as a 

blood pressure apparatus, stethoscope, digital thermometer, 

community bag, log book, pens, vest and an umbrella. Using this 

kit, BHWs who are voluntary community workers supported by 

the local governments, can reach out to people in their villages 

with basic health care assistance. For example, people who need 

to have their body temperature or blood pressure checked on 

regular basis (such as pregnant women, the elderly or those 

suffering/ at-risk from long-term illnesses) can use this service, 

and can be referred to the attending nurses in the Barangay 

Health station if necessary.  

These barangay health workers serve as the community arm for 

initial assessment in their respective barangays. This not only 

complements the role of the barangay nurses/ midwives who are 

often occupied with duties at the health stations and newborn 

delivery shifts, but also extends the outreach of health services 

to people with limited access to formal health care institutions. 

During the orientation the BHWs were very happy that IOM 

supported them in with this kind of health activities. Some of 

them commented that for more than 20 years of volunteering 

work, this is the first time that they have been supported. The 

City Health Officer in charge, Dr. Faye Besana, stated that she is 

very thankful that IOM and AmeriCares have given 

comprehensive assistance to the grass roots level.  Map of Capiz Province 
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Barangay health workers practicing the use of the instruments during the 

orientation in Barangay Manhoy, Dao, Capiz ©IOM 2015©IOM 2015 

A barangay health worker checking the blood pressure in 

Barangay. Jaena Sur, Jamindan, Capiz ©IOM 2015 
Barangay health workers during the orientation in 

Barangay Agbanog, Pontevedra, Capiz ©IOM 2015 
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