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remaining Sudanese migrants stranded inside the embassy. Upon 
arrival at Khartoum International Airport, returnees were met by the 
Secretary General of SSWA, Director of Consulates and Expatriates 
Affairs of the MFA, and IOM representatives. Returnees whose final 
destinations was Khartoum State were met by their relatives. Those 
returnees with final destinations outside Khartoum State were pro-
vided with accommodation, food and onward air transport assistance 

to their respective states; all in Darfur. 
   
Health intervention 
  
The 110 returnees were escorted by two IOM medical doctors to 
provide assistance in transit.  A team composed of three doctors and 
one nurse were on standby in Khartoum International Airport to 
receive the Sudanese returnees. In addition to providing medical 
screenings, the medical team was prepared to give first aid treatment. 
The team coordinated with Ribat National Hospital to receive any 
critical cases that may need urgent intervention. All 110 individuals 
(56 families) were medically screened; of this number, the team iden-
tified seven cases in need of specialized treatment. The seven cases 
were comprised of two pregnant women, one hypertensive individual 
with high blood pressure, two known diabetics on hypoglycemic 
medication, one individual with a minor disability resulting from an 
old trauma, and  one case with two recent gunshot wounds from the 

conflict in CAR. 
 
After transporting the returnees to the accommodation provided by 
IOM, the medical team continued to monitor all returnees, with spe-
cial attention provided to the abovementioned seven cases in order 

Background 

The conflict starting in September 2013 in the Central African Re-

public (CAR) has led to extreme violence and population displace-

ment within the country. Attacks, lynchings, looting and reprisals 

are everyday occurrences particularly in the capital Bangui. There 
are around 935,000 displaced people, half  (513,000) of whom are in 
Bangui alone. Thousands of homes have been damaged or looted. 
Over 60,000 migrants have requested their Government embassies 
to help them leave the country since the beginning of the crisis and 
at least 33,000 still need to be evacuated, according to International 

Organization for Migration (IOM) staff in Bangui.  
 
On 31st December 2013, the Government of Sudan requested IOM 
assistance in evacuating its citizens from Bangui to Khartoum. On 15 
January 2014, IOM requested a meeting with the Government 
Emergency Committee to discuss preparations for the reception of 
the IOM-chartered flight from Bangui to Khartoum. The meeting 
was convened at the Secretariat for Sudanese Working Abroad 
(SSWA), attended by the Secretary General of SSWA, the Director 
of the Consulates and Expatriates of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MFA) and other related government entities, as well as the Pass-
port and Immigration Department. IOM presented the assistance it 
would provide for the returnees arriving to Khartoum, including 
medical assistance, accommodation, food and onward transport 
assistance to enable returnees to reach their various final destina-

tions inside Sudan. 
 
On Thursday 16th January 2014, IOM airlifted 110 stranded Sudanese 
nationals from Bangui to Khartoum International Airport. According 

to the Sudan embassy in Bangui, the number airlifted represents the  
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• 110 Sudanese have been evacuated from CAR to Sudan. 
• 37 people received Onward Transportation Assistance 

(OTA) to Darfur states: 
• 16 migrants to El Geneina in West Darfur state; 

• 19 migrants to Nyala in South Darfur state; 

• 2 migrants to Zalingie in Central Darfur State. 

 

Migrants assisted off the plane 

Migrants arriving at accommodation in Khartoum 

• 18 migrants are of 
kindergarten / school 

age; 
• 3 migrants are eld-

erly; 

• 80 migrants are male 
• 30 migrants are fe-

male Sudanese from CAR awaiting to disembark 



to ensure that they were in good health and fit to travel.  
 
Registration 

The IOM team supported arrivals in completing the immigration cards 

required by the Government of Sudan, with a proper registration 

exercise taking place afterwards in order to formally register arrivals 

and collect the necessary information to help them reach their final 

destinations, as well as to support them in joining any reintegration 

projects that may subsequently take place. Twenty four (24) individu-

als arrived in Sudan without any identification documents. The Suda-

nese ambassador in CAR sent a letter and a list of their names to the 

authorities in Sudan stating that the embassy was unable to provide 

the returnees with the needed documents and requesting that au-

thorities therefore assist the returnees in entering the country.   

 
Some of the returnees had family members that had already arrived in 
Sudan during the preceding few weeks, resulting in 35 persons arriv-
ing alone without any family members, most of whom were included 

in the list sent by the Sudanese ambassador of in CAR. 
 
Age & gender 
 
The majority (78%) of the arrivals are between 18 to 59 years old, 
with only three people above 59 years in age and four babies under 
three years old. About 20% of the recent returnees are of kindergar-

ten / school age. 
 
Three out of every four people were males (73% of the arrivals). 

Most of the males are aged between 18 to 59 years old. There are 

four female-headed households. The below figure provides more 

detail about the age and gender of the arrivals. 

 
Place of origin & Onward Transportation Assistance  
 
More than half of the arrivals were originally from Khartoum, with 
59% stating that their families or relatives currently reside in the capi-
tal; some had families waiting for them at the airport. The remainder 
stated that they are from other parts of Sudan, all from Darfur states. 

A portion of those arrivals not claiming residency in Khartoum de-
cided to stay in the capital for a few days before traveling back to 
their final destination. For those deciding to travel onward to their 
final destination, IOM provided accommodation, food, and medical 
assistance during their stay in Khartoum, as well as Onward Trans-

portation Assistance. 
 
A total of 45 Sudanese migrants stated that they are not residents of 

Khartoum; of this number, 37 decided to return to their place of 

origin immediately, while the remainder chose to stay in Khartoum a 

little while longer. All 37 of the immediate returnees traveled to Dar-

fur, with 16 migrants from El Geneina in West Darfur, 19 from Nyala 

in South Darfur, and only two from Zalingie in Central Darfur State. 

The IOM team arranged for the return of the 37 migrants, and within 

48 hours they all arrived at their final destination and reunited with 

their families. Since there is no direct flight from Khartoum to Zal-

ingie, the IOM team in El Geneina received the two migrants headed 

for Zalingie in El Geneina Airport, making all the necessary arrange-

ments to continue their transport to Zalingie that same day. 

Conclusion  
 
The insecurity in the region (mainly CAR and South Sudan) will force 

more Sudanese to return to Sudan, with many losing their jobs and 

most of their belongings. With the expected increase in the number 

of Sudanese returnees, a reintegration programme should be estab-

lished to support those vulnerable families in rebuilding a new life in 

their home country.   
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