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The 2012 crisis in the north of Mali left half a million people 

displaced, hundreds of villages desolate, many households 

destroyed and a great sense hopelessness. 
 

Entire communities lost their closest relatives and friends to 

the conflict, as well as their homes, goods, businesses and 

dreams. 
 

Today, two years after the crisis, there is another story to be 

told. 
 

People from the north are coming back home to start over.  

After two years of being uprooted, they are slowly returning 

linked to a set of memories left by the conflict. 
 

They are back to stay and hope to start a new life where they 

will not have to leave their land again. 

The return to the land, the return to the dreams... 
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 Identification of most of the vulnerable returnees, particularly women 

heads of households 

 Community participation approach to identify socioeconomic needs 

 5,358 individuals benefited from income generating activities 

 812 small business created for returnees 

 10 different types of business created 

 53% of total beneficiaries are women 

 30 villages in Gao, Timbuktu and Mopti with strengthened local economies  

 9,600 people receiving health care in 30 Community Health Centres  

including mental health care in one specialized medical structure 

 Returnees and their families received counselling and psychosocial support 

Key Figures 
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Growing hopes 

___________________________________________ 

In Kona, a commune of Mopti, a group of returnees started to farm the land 

again. They are growing vegetables to eat at home but also to be sold in the 

market. 

Thanks to the generous support of Sida, 

IOM was able to provide these families  

with farming tools such as spades, hoes, 

watering cans, buckets, and seeds, among 

others. 
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Fishing for dreams  

_____________________ 

Sida’s contribution has  

allowed IOM to provide 

families with canoes and 

fishing nets. 

Baba Haidara fled Konna 

(Mopti) during the conflict with 

his wife and six children. They 

deserted their house, their 

boat and his job as a 

fisherman. Now he is back 

after six months and his hope 

to go on fishing has also 

returned.  
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Selling courage 

___________________________________________ 

Oussou Oumar Touré’s store remained as empty and deserted as his heart 

during the time he was not there. He had run away from Segue Ire 

(commune in the circle of Badiangara, Mopti), as many of his neighbours 

had, leaving behind his store, which was the only livelihood for him and his 

family. He was not very hopeful at the start when he came back empty-

handed. 

Sida funding has enabled IOM to  

provide Oussou with various products 

like groceries, household supplies 

and other amenities to stock this 

store.  
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Sewing the future  

___________________________________________ 

Baillo Samassékou never doubted he would go back to Kona (a commune of 

Mopti) after the conflict, but he was uncertain about the possibility to  

remain a tailor, as he had abandoned his sewing machine when he ran away.  

Thanks to the generous support of Sida, IOM offered Baillo a new 

sewing machine and tools such as scissors, measuring tape, threads 

and fabrics.  7



 

 

Moulding wishes 

___________________________________________ 

Pottery, the manual crafting of pots made by the women of the Samassékou 

family, is a family business stopped and abandoned due to the conflict, but 

not forgotten. The whole family fled Kona (a commune of Mopti) during con-

flict but was finally able to return and resume its activities. 

With Sida support, IOM provided these women 

with tools like wheels, cutters, paddles, ribs and 

other modelling tools.  
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Raising tenacity 

___________________________________ 

For years, raising animals for sale 

has been the job of Bérénise Kouriba 

in Segue Ire (commune in the circle 

of Badiangara, Mopti). Despite her 

tenacity, she was forced to quit this 

job when she left her home and her 

animals. As a returnee, with no 

animals to raise and sell as a means 

of survival, life became increasingly 

difficult.  

Thanks to the generous support of 

Sida, IOM was able to provide 

these families with goats to  

sustain their livelihoods.  
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