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The enhancement and protection of infrastructure are essential to 
fostering economic and community development, and are a major 
component of the IOM intervention to build resilience before and after 
disasters. Adequate and hazard-resistant transportation networks, 
water and power grids, and soil and water management works, as well 
as schools, hospitals and governmental buildings, sustain livelihoods, 
strengthen communities, allow for improved access to essential assets 
and services, and help manage the economic and environmental drivers 
of displacement. Infrastructural development is especially critical to 
support durable solutions to displacement and has proved effective in 
pursuing the stabilization of communities torn by violence and tensions.

Actions

 Assess the feasibility of infrastructural 
development by surveying local environmental, 
social and political conditions.

 Adopt participatory approaches when planning 
and implementing projects, in order to better 
identify development needs, avoid conflicts 
and tensions, sustain local income-generating 
activities through the construction process and 
improve community governance.

 Build infrastructure that can withstand 
environmental hazards and change, in order to 
protect investments and sustain local well-being 
in the long term.

 Integrate key infrastructure development in 
programmes aimed at mobilizing diasporas or 
donors’ cash spending, in order to maximize 
their impacts on the well-being of the whole 
community.

 Build back better when rehabilitating and 
reconstructing infrastructure after a disaster, 
in order to create safer communities and 
tackle the social drivers of vulnerability (e.g. 
discriminations based on gender, ethnicity, age 
and physical status).

 Use the full potential of participatory 
infrastructural development initiatives to 
stabilize communities torn by violence and 
tension, building on the positive effects of 
collective well-being enhancements and multi-
stakeholder consultations and implementation 
processes. Example: Sri Lanka.
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CASE STUDY 28: DRR and community stabilization project for farmers in Sri Lanka

The Jaffna Peninsula has an ecologically rich and environmentally sensitive coastal area where 
salinization threatens arable land and freshwater sources. To mitigate the negative impact of saltwater 
on the soil in the area, local communities developed systems that use stormwater to flush out the salt 
accumulated in the land during the dry season. Such systems optimize the quantity and retention time of 
stormwater, increase the ground water recharge rate and minimize floods. In the Chavakachcheri area, 
when the population was displaced by conflict in 2008 and 2009, the saltwater extrusion system could 
not be maintained and the flood control embankment was damaged, resulting in the abandonment of 
252 hectares of previously productive land due to salinization and the scarcity of irrigation water.

Rehabilitation of the 7-kilometre-long saltwater extrusion bund was identified as paramount to the 
restoration of the affected land. The project benefited 1,170 families, including 175 women-headed 
households  in  four  divisions  (Thanankilappu,  Chavakachcheri  Town,  Maravanpulavu  and  Nunavil 
East). The rehabilitation of the saltwater extrusion bund is now allowing the gradual restoration of 
the salinization-affected land. Aquifers alongside the coast increase water table recharge and soil 
moisture and reduce flooding, thereby protecting 1,500 hectares of productive land, increasing local 
food security and reducing disaster risk.
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ISSUE 6: Gender, mobility and risk

Women’s and men’s responsibilities, values and 
rights are grounded in the specificities of each 
cultural, political and economic context. Gender 
creates differential entitlement to opportunities 
among individuals and is a key element in shaping 
one’s vulnerability to disasters.

Because of the gender divide, women and men of 
different ages experience environmental shocks and 
their aftermaths in distinct ways. The differences in 
their exposure to, perception of, and preparedness 
for, disasters, as well as the impacts they suffer 
and their capacity for recovery, are due to the 
corresponding differences in their access to income 
opportunities, medical care, education and physical 
security. Social norms and discriminations, a 
recurrent feature in both developed and developing 
countries, make women and girls systematically 
more affected by natural disasters than adult men. 
Nonetheless, some anecdotal evidence suggests 
that on occasion, men are more exposed to hazards, 
including secondary hazards related to emergency 
assistance; might be less aware of risks; and are 
less ready to mobilize social capital to initiate a 
migratory movement. 

Men and women have differences in employment 
opportunities, roles inside the household, cultural 
norms and societal expectations, affecting their 
capacity or ability to move. As such, there are 
observed differences in migration patterns, which 
in turn determine their exposure to natural hazards, 
accidents and dangerous social and environmental 
processes. In addition, migrating men and women 
tend to have different access to information; 
likelihood to be involved in trafficking, violence 
and exploitation; and health and assistance 
needs. Likewise, an individual’s access to recovery, 
relocation and reconstruction activities also tend to 
be dependent on gender considerations.

While in most cases addressing discriminations 
based on gender involves promoting the protection 
of women’s rights, gender considerations need to 
be integrated in risk assessment, risk reduction, 
disaster response and recovery measures, in order 
to adequately consider and address the different 
vulnerabilities of men and women.  In the long term, 
gender relationships can be changed, as they are 
socially and historically determined. In fact, the very 
process of migration can prove a powerful agent of 
change – by modifying cultural, demographic and 
social features both in the place of origin and in the 
place of destination.

© IOM 2008 (Photo: Piers Benatar).

117


