
Launched 10 December 2002, the Yeji Trafficked Children 
Project (YTCP) was created to rescue, rehabilitate and 
reintegrate Ghanaian children trafficked into the fishing 
industry along Lake Volta. Trafficked children are forced to 
work as bonded labourers under hazardous and 
exploitative conditions. Children are often “given out” by 
parents/guardians to fishermen, usually with a verbal 
agreement, for as little as USD 50 – USD 100 per annum, 
due to ignorance, poverty and broken homes.  
 
The project was originally made possible with generous 
funding from the U.S. State Department, Bureau of 
Population, Refugees, and Migration (PRM). This 
partnership continued through 2011 and allowed IOM to 
rescue more than 700 children; educate tens of thousands 
of people living in fishing and sending communities about 
the perils of child trafficking; and provide capacity building 
to the Government of Ghana, leading to the eventual 
adoption of anti-trafficking legislation in Ghana (2005).    
 
The IOM Yeji project quickly caught attention for its work in 
rescuing children from a form of modern day slavery. 
Internationally recognized media outlets such as New York 
Times (2006) and the Oprah Winfrey Show (2007) featured 
the plight of children trafficked to the fishing industry. 
Oprah’s sent reporter Lisa Ling to Ghana to film the 
conditions facing fishing children and invited an IOM field 
officer to participate in a one-hour segment. The 
outpouring of public support following this show was 
incredible. IOM was soon contacted by various schools and 
private organizations who were interested in providing 
additional visibility and financial support for the project.  
 
Two notable examples include a group of teenage girls 
from Merrick, New York who were inspired to start their 
own NGO called ’One is Greater than None’. They sold 
bracelets, handed out information cards about the 
situation in Lake Volta and managed to collect enough 
funds for IOM to rescue 24 children, they also support 
other anti-trafficking NGOs in Ghana. Another unique 
partner is high school social studies teacher, Evan Robbins 
from Metuchen, New Jersey, who founded ‘Breaking The 
Chain Through Education’ with his students. Mr Robbins 
says that over the past six years his students have raised 
more than USD 200,000 through fundraisers.  
 
More recently, IOM was nominated and short-listed for the 
2011 Hilton Humanitarian Prize and was a 2012 recipient of 
the Dream Project Foundation – “Freedom to Walk” 
fundraiser to fight trafficking worldwide. 
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Meet Some Rescued Children 

Ten Years of Counter-Trafficking: 2002– 2012 

During a recent monitoring visit with Elizabeth, she told IOM staff 
“whenever I recollect my rescue in 2008 by IOM, my heart gladdens 
because it is what has always given me the hope of achieving my dream 
of becoming a nurse.’’ Prior to her rescue by IOM in 2008, Elizabeth woke 
up early at 4:30am every day to sweep the house, fetch water, cook, clean 
and smoked fish amidst other domestic chores when she was back in Kete 
Krachi, in the Northern part of the Volta Region of Ghana. She was 
exploited for three and a half years before her rescue. Photo: IOM 2012 

Former trafficked child Never (pictured on right with his father), was 
rescued by IOM when he was 10 years old, he is now 19 and will soon 
complete high school. He is actively involved in his siblings education and 
says he hopes to be an inspiration to allow other trafficked children to be 
rescued. Photo: IOM 2011 
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Current efforts of the Ghana counter-trafficking team are 
focused on raising awareness in communities about child 
trafficking and the Human Trafficking Act of 2005 and 
monitoring the reintegration progress of rescued children 
while establishing more micro-credit assistance to parents/
guardians.  
 
In 2013, IOM Ghana with support from UNICEF, will engage 
and train key community leaders and members in six 
identified communities in the Volta region, as part of a pilot 
project. A tailor-made child protection and counter-
trafficking toolkit is currently in development to support 
community awareness efforts. Additionally, IOM is working 
with partners to identify community projects to enhance 
the reintegration of rescued children. 
 
Unfortunately, many children remain in situations of 
trafficking in the Ghana fishing industry and IOM, as a 
project based organization, is unable to fund future rescue 
missions without additional financial support. Additional 
resources would allow the Ghana team to enhance 
monitoring of rescued children for an extended period of 
time to ensure long-term sustainable reintegration. 
Looking ahead IOM hopes to identify partners for the roll-
out of the child protection and child trafficking toolkit, once 
validated in the current pilot project. We believe that 
through a dynamic approach of rescue, reintegration, 
monitoring and community outreach campaigns, we can 
break the cycle of child trafficking in Ghana.     
 
According to Dyane Epstein, IOM Chief of Mission in Ghana, 
“long-term sustainable assistance is the best chance at 
offering hope and a new life to rescued children and their 
communities. We need additional financial support to 
ensure the continuation of this life-changing project.” 

IOM Ghana’s counter-trafficking team utilizes a four-tiered 
approach including: prevention, protection, prosecution, and 
partnership. Rescued children are provided medical and 
psychosocial support and then reunited with families. 
Reintegration assistance includes access to education, 
counselling and apprenticeships. Each rescued child is 
monitored for a minimum period of 2.5 years to track their 
progress and address any reintegration needs. IOM further 
provides capacity-building trainings to local and national 
government officials to ensure awareness of national and 
international human trafficking legislation and to encourage 
the prosecution of trafficking offenders.  

Did You Know? 

Counter-Trafficking in Photos 

Photo credit: Evan Robbins 

2013 And Beyond 
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Timeline of Activities: 2002– 2013 
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The IOM counter-trafficking project is made possible with 
funding from UNICEF and through private donations. Those 
interested in making a private donation are encouraged to 
visit the website of our 501c3 partner USAIM 
www.usaim.org and/or Global Giving https://
www.globalgiving.org/projects/africa-child-trafficking/. For 
additional information please contact IOM Ghana Chief of 
Mission, Dyane Epstein, depstein@iom.int  

Main Accomplishments 2002-2012 

IOM Ghana Counter-Trafficking Project 
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