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In March 2015, IOM and INTERPOL will start implementing their first, 
joint pilot project to fight human trafficking in the cocoa industry 
in West Africa, specifically in Ghana and Ivory Coast. This 6-month 
pilot project aims principally at carrying out an assessment of the 
depth of the trafficking problem in the region to identify the main 
needs to address and to develop a comprehensive response. The 
project also intends to provide direct assistance to identified victims, 
as well to support the investigation. The partnership between IOM 
and INTERPOL is particularly meaningful to increase the effectiveness 
of the fight against trafficking in persons, as it brings together the 
complementary experience of both organizations, i.e. amongst other 
things, IOM’s proven capacity on victim protection, and INTERPOL’s 
specialized investigation skills. This collaboration is a direct result of 
the new memorandum of understanding signed by IOM and INTEPOL 
in March 2014 to strengthen collaboration on activities related to 
combating transnational crime.

Is there a magic formula to ensure effective reintegration of migrants? What is the role of monitoring and 
evaluation in a reintegration project? Can reintegration be meaningful both to the returnees and their 
communities? Is there untapped potential for stakeholders who have not been involved so far? Which 
components should reintegration assistance entail?
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With this publication, IOM would like to open a dialogue on reintegration with stake-
holders in countries of origin, transit and destination, encouraging an exchange on 
good practices, lessons learnt and innovative ways to enhance reintegration prospects 
of returning migrants.

For more information, please contact mad@iom.int

In particular, the paper argues for the importance of reintegration being sustainable, 
measurable, balanced, complementary and innovative, indicating principles and 
practices leading to these parameters, while at the same time highlighting that there is 
no one-size-fits-all solution but that approaches need to be based on the local context 
and the profile of each migrant. 

These are some of the questions that IOM’s Migrant Assistance Division tackles in its recently published 
paper on “Reintegration – Effective approaches”. It provides a snapshot of the current debate around re-
integration and portrays various positions and practices that can support practitioners and academics in 
making further progress. 

IOM continues to fight against the exploitation of migrants in all its forms, especially 
the severe human rights violations suffered by trafficked persons. In 2014, through the 
implementation of its Assistance to Vulner able Migrants (AVM) programmes and projects, 
IOM assisted 6,290 trafficked and ex ploited migrants in over 90 countries. Since 1997, 
IOM has provided direct assistance to over 70,000 trafficked and exploited migrants. 

IOM’s AVM projects in clude a broad range of activities, such as institutional capacity 
building, dialogue and cooperation, data collection and research, evaluations, and direct 
assistance to trafficked persons and exploited migrants. In addition to its specific counter-
trafficking projects, IOM also continues to mainstream counter-trafficking activities into 
other areas of work, including immigration and border management, labour migration, 
health, and large-scale emergency projects.
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