
The World Migration Report 2013: Migrant Well-being and Development ─ 
the seventh report in IOM’s World Migration Report (WMR) series ─ focuses 
on the migrant, exploring the positive and negative effects of migration 

on individual well-being. Many reports linking migration and development 
concentrate on the broad socioeconomic consequences of migratory processes, 
and the impact of migration on the lives of individuals can easily be overlooked. 
In contrast, the WMR 2013 focuses on migrants as persons, exploring how 
migration affects quality of life and human development across a broad range 
of dimensions.

The World Migration Report 2013 is published amidst a growing debate on 
how the benefits of migration can best be harnessed for development. Despite 
progress following the first UN General Assembly High Level Dialogue on 
International Migration and Development (HLD) in 2006, migration remains 
inadequately integrated into development frameworks at national and local 
levels, and public perceptions of migrants and migration are often very negative. 
The World Migration Report 2013 contributes to the global debate on migration 
and development in three ways: 

• By examining the impact of migration on individual well-being, the report 
goes beyond traditional analyses focusing on economic development and, in 
particular, on the impact of remittances (money that migrants send home).  
In contrast, by exploring how migration affects human development, the 
report presents a more holistic picture of development.  

• The report draws upon the findings of a unique source of data – the 
Gallup World Poll, conducted in more than 150 countries – allowing for an 
assessment of the well-being of migrants worldwide for the first time. 

• The report looks at how migration outcomes differ depending on the origin 
and destination of migrants. Traditionally, research has focused on those 
migrating from lower income countries to more affluent ones; this report 
expands the analysis, considering movements along four migration pathways 
and their implications for development: i.e. migration from the South to 
North, between countries of the South or between countries of the North, 
as well as movements from the North to the South.

CONTENTS

The first three chapters of the 
World Migration Report 2013 
provide an introduction to the 
theme “Migrant Well-being and 
Development”, present the current 
global migration situation across 
four migration pathways (migration 
that is South to North; South to 
South; North to North; or North to 
South), and review existing research 
on the emerging field of happiness 
and subjective well-being.

Chapter Four presents original 
findings on migrant well-being from 
the Gallup World Poll, examining 
outcomes on six core dimensions 
of well-being – Financial, Career, 
Social, Community, Physical and 
Subjective -  and how they differ 
across the four migration pathways. 

The final chapter presents key 
conclusions and makes reco-
mmendations for future initiatives 
to monitor migrant well-being 
and the impact of migration on 
development. The chapter also 
makes reference to the inclusion of 
migration in the global post-2015 
development framework. 
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Since the first-ever UN General Assembly High Level Dialogue on 
International Migration and Development (HLD) in 2006, the international 
debate about how best to harness the benefits of migration for development 
has intensified significantly. Yet migration remains inadequately integrated 
into development frameworks at national and local levels, and public 
perceptions of migrants and migration are often very negative. 
 
In 2013, a second High Level Dialogue on International Migration and 
Development will be held, presenting the international community with 
a critical opportunity to focus its attention on how to make migration 
work for development and poverty reduction. The HLD takes place at an 
important time, as the international community is seeking to formulate a 
new agenda for global development as we approach the target year of the 
Millennium Development Goals, 2015.
 
The World Migration Report 2013 contributes to the global debate on 
migration and development in three ways: First, the focus of the report is 
on the migrant, and on how migration affects a person’s well-being. Many 
reports on migration and development focus on the impact of remittances; 
on the money that migrants send back home. This report takes a different 
approach, exploring how migration affects a person’s quality of life and 
their human development across a broad range of dimensions. Second, 
the report draws upon the findings of a unique source of data – the Gallup 
World Poll surveys, conducted in more than 150 countries, to assess the 
well-being of migrants worldwide for the first time. Third, the report sheds 
new light on how migrants rate their lives, whether they live in a high-
income country in the North, or a low or middle income country in the 
South. Traditionally the focus has been on those migrating from lower 
income countries to more affluent ones; this report considers movements 
in all four migration pathways and their implications for development i.e. 
migration from the South to North, between countries of the South or 
between countries of the North, as well as movements from the North to 
the South.
 
The first three chapters of the World Migration Report 2013 provide an 
introduction to the chosen theme ‘Migrant Well-being and Development’, 
present the current global migration situation across four migration 
pathways and review existing research on the emerging field of happiness 
and subjective well-being.
 
Chapter four presents original findings on migrant well-being from the 
Gallup World Poll, looking at outcomes on six core dimensions of well-
being across the four migration pathways. 
 
The final part draws conclusions and makes recommendations for future 
initiatives to monitor migrant well-being and the impact of migration on 
development, with reference to the inclusion of migration in the global 
post-2015 global development framework.
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