
IOM and AmeriCares:  
Partners for Migrant Health and Well Being 

IOM and AmeriCares have been working together since 2005. AmeriCares has helped IOM save 
lives and extend access to health care and referral services to tens of thousands of vulnerable mi-
grants, internally displaced persons and residents of local communities suffering from natural dis-
asters in 17 countries in Africa and Asia. Over the years, AmeriCares’ in-kind contributions and 
cash grants to IOM emergency operations have added up to almost US $25.6 million. 

AmeriCares’ quick, compassionate and 
efficient responses provides medical re-
lief in poverty, disasters, and conflict.  
Since its founding in 1982, AmeriCares 
has provided 11 billion dollars’ worth of 
medical supplies, medicines and humani-
tarian aid to 162 countries suffering from 
disasters, civil conflicts and ongoing 
shortages. AmeriCares is dedicated to 
efficient and effective allocation of aid. 
With 97% of its expenditures going to 

support programmes and relief for people in need,  AmeriCares receives high rankings 
for efficiency from Charity Navigator and meets the Better Business Bureau standards for 
charity and accountability. More information online at: http://www.americares.org/  

“Displacement or forced migration too often result from disasters and 

conflicts, and the health needs of migrant populations are of mutual concern 
to IOM and AmeriCares.  

As natural and man-made emergencies appear to increase in frequency we 
can expect those needs to become more urgent, just as we can expect IOM to 

be a ready and willing partner to extend assistance. 

We share with IOM a common appreciation of partnership and collaboration, 
which helps us provide better assistance to those who desperately need it. 
AmeriCares is committed to supporting partners like IOM help more people 

live healthy and productive lives.” 

-Garrett Ingoglia 
AmeriCares Vice President of Emergency Response 

August, 2014 



Overview of IOM Projects Supported by AmeriCares 
2014 Namibia: Water purification kits provided cholera at-risk populations; 71,517.60 USD  

South Sudan: Cholera medicine to cholera affected populations; 13,723.25 USD  
Philippines: Cash grants for healthcare and for mental health and psychosocial support Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs) for phase 2 response to Typhon Haiyan (Yolanda); 807,466 USD and 150,000 USD  

2013-
2014 

The Philippines: A cash grant and medicine and medical supplies IDPs for phase 1 response to Typhon Haiyan 
(Yolanda); 220,436 USD and 20,107 USD  

2013 Mauritania: Medicines, medical supplies and water purification kits to cholera at-risk populations; 
759,348.21 USD  
South Sudan: Medicine and medical supplies for returnees; 15,244.30 USD  
Global Pre-positioning Grant:  
Sri Lanka: A cash grant to the IOM to provide prepositioning of non-food item kits for emergency prepared-
ness; 15,000 USD  

2012-
2013 

The Philippines: Medicine and medical supplies and a cash grant provided for IDPs in Typhoon Bopha (Pablo) 
response; 158,427 USD  and 60,000  USD 

2012 

  
  

Cameroon: Medicines, medical supplies and water purification kits for cholera prevention ; 199,019 USD  
Jordan: Medicine and medical equipment was provided for Syrian refugees in at the King Abdullah Park 
transit site; 950,571 USD  
Mali: Medicines, medical supplies and water purification kits for IDPs and host communities were provided  
for emergency response activities; 108,519 USD  
Niger: Medical supplies and water purification sachets for internally displaced communities in Tillabéry, Ta-
houa, Dosso and Niamey; 101,607 USD  
South Sudan:  A cash grant and medicine, medical supplies and rehabilitation of health care units for strand-
ed returnees and the affected host community in Renk, Upper Nile State. 25,000 USD and 56,719 USD 
Global Pre-positioning Grants: 
Myanmar: A cash grant to IOM for non-food items (NFI’s) kits for preposition of shelter supplies to prepare 
for cyclone season; 10,000 USD  
Sri Lanka: A cash grant to IOM to provide prepositioning of non-food item kits for emergency preparedness; 
9,869 USD  

2011 Egypt and Libya: Medicine and medical supplies were provided to assist migrants caught in the Libya crisis; 
1,532,667 USD  
Ethiopia: A cash grant for medical and laboratory equipment at two camp clinics and the Bokalmanyo in re-
sponse to the Horn of Africa Famine; 30,000 USD  

2010 
-2011 

Pakistan: Medicine and medical supplies and a cash grant for emergency health referrals transfer and assist-
ed hospital discharge for those affected by the flood in Southern Punjab Pakistan; 494,244 USD and 80,000 
USD   

2010 Indonesia: Medicine and medical supplies provided to improve child, maternal and community health in the 
tsunami effected western districts of Aceh Province; 3,516 USD  

2009 Sri Lanka: Medicines and medical supplies provided to conflict displaced people in Menic Farm camp; 
112,489 USD  

2008-
2009 

Myanmar:  IOM medicines, medical supplies and mobile boat ambulances and a cash grant to help victims of 
Cyclone Nargis; 13,808,594 USD and 15,000 USD  
Zimbabwe: Medicines, supplies and consumables for cholera at-risk populations; 1,055,918 USD  

2007 Indonesia: Cash grants given to improve child, maternal and community health of communities affected by 
the Tsunami in the western districts of Aceh Province; 1,826,805 USD  

2006 Indonesia: Cash grants given to support livelihood for Tsunami affected communities in Aceh and Darus-
salam; 2,344,881 USD  

2005 Indonesia: Kitchen supplies and laboratory equipment to IOM for Tsunami affected communities in Aceh; 
226,703 USD  
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The Global Pre-Positioning Initiative, launched by AmeriCares in early 2012 and aimed at drastically reducing 

the amount of time it takes to respond, awards grants of up to $10,000 to partner organizations in 

countries susceptible to natural disasters. The funds are used to purchase in advance non-food, non-medical 

relief items such as water purification tablets, mosquito nets, sleeping mats and personal care items that can 

be distributed to people in need within 72 hours of a disaster. These supplies help curb the spread of 

infectious disease and provide comfort to displaced families. Emergency supplies funded through individual 

grants must benefit a minimum of 1,000 people. Emergency supplies must be non-perishable.  To date, IOM 

has received pre-positioning grants for Myanmar and Sri Lanka. G
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Spotlight: Mental Health Psychosocial Support 

AmeriCares’ funding through IOM provided 150,000 USD in 2014 for Mental Health Psychosocial support 
(MHPSS) services as part of Phase II of Typhoon Haiyan response in the Philippines.  It was considered a crucial 
health gap as indicated in WHO's Typhoon Haiyan Public Health Risk Assessment and Interventions, Philippines 
(16 November 2013), given the tremendous loss of life, property, personal and economic security and the emo-
tional distress among those affected. The project conducts targeted capacity building activities on psychosocial 
support, targeting the medical and non-medical members of the communities.  

IOM Headquarters, International Organization for Migration (IOM)  

17, Route des Morillons, CH-1211 Geneva 19, Switzerland, Tel: +41.22.717.9111, Fax: 

+41.22.798.6150, E-Mail: mhddpt@iom.int, Web: www.iom.int 



IOM and AmeriCares in South Sudan  
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Providing Medicines and Medical Supplies 

In May 2013, IOM and AmeriCares signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
which reaffirms both Organizations’ commitment to join forces in the development 
and implementation of programmes and interventions in the fields of migrant 
health, emergency health response for conflict-affected populations, emergency 
preparedness, psychosocial support in emergencies, labour migration, counter-
trafficking activities, technical assistance, post-conflict demobilization and 
rehabilitation, poverty reduction, promotion of economic growth and support for 

human development. 

The MoU builds on the existing partnership, most notably AmeriCares’ in-kind contributions of medicine, medical 
supplies and equipment. It also provides cash grants for transportation, logistics assistance, shelter, medical kits, 
surge health staff, the construction of temporary health posts or the repair of damaged health facilities, as well as 
global pre-positioning of non-food items. M
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“IOM has assisted us to remain healthy while we are in transit and now they will 

ensure that we can travel safely and remain in good health.”  

-Taban Alberto Kenyi 

Taban is one of the 40,000 stranded returnees that have received assistance from IOM 

in the past two years. Recruited as a child solider at age 12, Taban, now 24, is returning home after the independence of South 

Sudan in 2011. Taban and his family visited the IOM clinic in Mina when they were unwell, his children were vaccinated, and they 

took part in community health promotion sessions. Such clinics are not possible without medicine and medical supplies from 

AmeriCares.  There is a big festival planned for Taban’s return home!  

Repairing Health Facilities in the Philippines 


