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PREvENTION 

IOM has embarked on a nationwide 
information campaign aimed at raising 
general awareness of human trafficking 
among potential and actual child victims 
of trafficking, their families and the 
community at large. 

The campaign is conducted through 
mass media, particularly TV and radio. 
It includes two spots for Afghan TV 
audiences broadcast through the popular 
TV channel Tolo. Both are focused on 
society’s indifference towards child 
trafficking and the sale of children, and 
result in numerous telephone inquiries to 
IOM. 

Four radio spots have also been 
produced and broadcast via on the 
most popular radio channels, Ormon. In 
each of these spots, a true story of child 
trafficking is told by actors.   

Schoolchildren and teachers from 24 
secondary and high schools in Kabul 
have also been informed about human 
trafficking through an awareness raising 
programme that has reached some 
1,500 teachers and 200,000 students. 
The campaign was implemented in 
close coordination with the Ministry of 
Education. 

PROsECUTION 

Successful cooperation between the 
Government of the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan and IOM resulted in the 
enactment of a new counter-trafficking 

OvERvIEw

Trafficking in persons is a crime that can 
destroy human lives. It gravely affects 
Afghanistan as a source, transit and 
destination country. Human traffickers 
ruthlessly exploit men, women and 
children by violating their basic human 
rights and continue to operate with 
relative impunity. 

According to the IOM’s Field Survey 
Report – Trafficking in Persons in 
Afghanistan, published this year, 
various factors make Afghans extremely 
vulnerable to human trafficking. These 
include more than two decades of 
conflict and the subsequent loss of lives 
and livelihoods, prolonged economic 
instability and deteriorating security. 

Other factors include society unwilling 
to discuss domestic violence against 
women, including forced marriage, which 
renders women particularly vulnerable. 
Children are another large pool of 
potential “targets” for traffickers, with 
widespread poverty compelling up to one 
third of Afghan children to work in order 
to augment their family income. The 
majority work without any form of social 
protection.

Afghanistan also faces mass population 
displacement. Many of the displaced 
have no secure place to stay and end 
up living in camps or open areas without 
any basic social services or livelihoods. 
Women and children living under these 
conditions are particularly at risk of being 
trafficked. 

Afghanistan’s geography also facilitates 
human trafficking. It shares borders with 
six countries, many of which are near 
impossible to police, with inaccessible 
terrain and tribal links that pre-date 
existing borders. Without modern border 
management techniques and with under-
resourced law enforcement, human 
traffickers and smugglers can often 
travel freely to and from neighbouring 
countries. Finally the growth of opium 
poppy production and the narcotics trade 
has also contributed to the establishment 
of sophisticated cross-border criminal 
networks willing to smuggle people as 
well as drugs across the country’s porous 
borders.  

IOM’s counter-trafficking department 
implements its activities through over 
400 offices located in origin, transit 
and destination countries worldwide. 
In recognition of this expertise and the 
growing need to address the issue, the 
Government of the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan has made an official request 
to IOM to provide assistance to combat 
human trafficking.  

Building on five years of counter-
trafficking experience in Afghanistan, IOM 
currently carries out activities addressing 
all aspects of prevention, prosecution 
and victim protection. The governments 
of Italy and the USA support IOM projects 
designed to reduce the exposure of 
vulnerable people, particularly minors, to 
the risks of human trafficking and to build 
the capacity of the Afghan government in 
fighting this crime. 
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law - a major step towards rigorous 
prosecution of the crime and greater 
justice.     

Presidential Decree Number 52, the Law 
on Combating Kidnapping and Human 
Trafficking entered into force on 14 July 
2008 and now trafficking in persons 
is legally defined and recognized as a 
distinct crime for the first time in Afghan 
history.    

IOM has worked closely with members 
of the Legislation Department, Ministry 
of Justice, and provided necessary 
technical advice through weekly meetings 
and a series of training activities. These 
have included study tours to Italy and 
Tajikistan for high level law enforcement 
officials. 

Afghanistan faces serious human 
trafficking problems as a country of 
origin, transit and destination. But 
national counter-trafficking efforts have, 
up till now, been very limited, particularly 
in terms of the prosecution of traffickers, 
due to the lack of legal provisions.

IOM currently works with the Afghan 
government and other partners to 
disseminate information about the new 
law and create a momentum among 
stakeholders to expand counter-
trafficking initiatives.

IOM has also conducted a number of 

training sessions for law enforcement 
officers, including prosecutors, Supreme 
Court judges, heads of all the provincial 
offices of the Criminal Investigation 
Department (CID), Ministry of Interior 
staff and border police officers.  

In consultation with the CID, IOM has 
identified the capacity building needs 
of the department in Kabul and 34 
provinces. Based on the assessment 
results, IOM has provided the department 
with equipment including computers, 
printers, scanners and digital cameras, 
necessary for the development of 
a trafficking database and effective 
investigation of the crime. IOM is also 
providing technical assistance to the 
department for database development. 

PROTECTION 

Both foreign nationals trafficked to 
Afghanistan as well as Afghan victims of 
internal trafficking are identified through 

IOM’s referral network and assisted 
through the provision of daily necessities 
such as clothing and food, medical and 
psychological support and repatriation 
assistance if necessary. IOM has 
assisted over 130 victims of trafficking 
since 2006.  

REsEARCh 

IOM has recently conducted research 
on human trafficking to, from and within 
Afghanistan. This study analyses a range 
of major trafficking issues in Afghanistan, 
including victim profiles, geographical 
distribution, root causes, methods of 
recruitment and transportation, as well as 
different forms of abuse and exploitation 
experienced by victims.

Data was collected from literature 
reviews and fieldwork in Kabul and nine 
border provinces in 2007. The survey 
team interviewed a total of 82 victims 
and 220 other individuals who had first 
hand knowledge of the issue, as well 
as experts from the government, UN 
agencies and NGOs. The research 
results are available in English, Dari and 
Pashto. 

The findings of the research have been 
shared with relevant Afghan government 
ministries and other partners to develop 
effective future counter trafficking 
strategies. 

BY ThE NUMBERs

35 schoolteachers trained as master trainers on combating human trafficking    

1,500 schoolteachers taught by IOM-trained teachers about human trafficking

200,000 students learn about human trafficking from IOM-trained teachers    

30,000 posters and brochures distributed as part of the information campaign     

6 TV/radio counter trafficking spots produced and broadcast nationwide 

36 Afghan law enforcement officers participate in study tours to Tajikistan and/or Italy    

64 Afghan law enforcement officers and Ministry of Justice staff trained by Tajik delegation  

63 Afghan border police officers trained by IOM trainers  

63 Border Police officers trained and acquired comprehensive knowledge on human trafficking

890 Ministry of Interior officers received training on human trafficking from IOM-trained officers in seven provinces: Kabul, 
Kandahar, Kunar, Nangarhar, Paktya, Heart and Badakhshan

130 Victims of trafficking have received return and reintegration assistance since 2006
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