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Introduction 

Migration consequences due to complex crises have drawn 
considerable attention in the wake of recent political and 
economic turmoil and natural disasters. 

 In the early 1990s, the concept of ‘migration crisis’ entered 
into the migration discourse within the context of irregular 
migration and forced migration (Europe and South East Asia). 

 Despite the growing scale and multi-level impacts of crises on 
human mobility there has been limited debate and policy 
discourse.  

 No widely accepted standard definition of migration crisis. 

 The debate remains ambiguous and fragmented, often 
overshadowed by security, border and irregularity issues.  
 



Conceptualization of “Migration 

Crisis” 

Pre-crisis 
migration 

• Push and Pull 
factors 

  

 
Individual Agency 
and Vulnerability 

• Control over life 
and livelihoods 
• Capacity to 

move (resources, 
networks)  

 

Pre-crisis 
Condition 

• Political 
• Social 

• Economic Migration Crisis 

 

 Large scale, sudden or slow complex 
migration flows due to a crisis (natural and/or 

human caused). 

 Affected individuals become vulnerable 
(e.g. human rights violations)  

 Impacts on host and transit communities 

Protection and assistance challenges 

Manifestation of migration flows in many 
forms/patterns (mixed flows)   

Migration flow is fluid and evolving (not 
static) 



Migration Crisis Management Cycle 

Preventing:  

- prevention of forced 
migration by addressing 
underlying factors of 
migratory pressure (from 
violence to environmental 
degradation) 

Preparing:   

- preparedness for potential 
forced migration by increasing 
coping capacities and 
resilience as well as planning 
to assist displaced and 
affected populations 

Managing:   

- management of crisis situation with migration 
consequences and/or leading to stranded populations in 
needs of humanitarian assistance 

Mitigating:   

- mitigation of the impact of 
displacement on host 
communities and the 
environment for instance 
through stabilization and 
attenuation measures 

Addressing:   

- address the long-term consequences of 
forced migration (durable solutions) in a 
sustainable manner 



New Paradigm to Address “Migration 

Crisis” 

 Analytical framework: 

• Understanding crises from the human mobility point of view. 

• Placing crisis-induced migration in a broader migration framework. 

 Policy approach: 

• State led collaborative framework  

• Achieving a comprehensive approach integrating migration 
strategies with the existing humanitarian mechanisms 
(complementary to existing humanitarian system). 

 



• Adopting a migrant-centric approach based on human rights and 
humanitarian principles, respect for State sovereignty and 
international corporation and partnership. 

Migration management: 

• Recognizing safe mobility as a viable option to reduce vulnerability 
(avoid “trapped” populations)  

• Recognizing migration as a livelihood strategy for the affected 
people. 

 

 

New Paradigm to Migration Crisis 
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Thank you 


