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Scale of the problem 

Scale of the problem 
2o C5o–6o C$250 Bln 
$180  
Bln 

* $180 B to $250 B per annum, estimated by 
UNFCCC, IEA, McKinsey 

  2 Celsius                                                        5 – 6C°  

http://idbdocs.iadb.org/WSDocs/getDocument.aspx?DOCNUM=36813572, 24/04/2012 6:30pm 

US Billions 

Climate Finance Costs in US $ Billions (2012 to 20120) 

http://idbdocs.iadb.org/WSDocs/getDocument.aspx?DOCNUM=36813572


Forced permanent and transborder 
migrations, due to climate change. 

The Small Island States of the world 



Ref: http://www.unmultimedia.org/radio/english/2009/12/adapting-to-climate-change-through-migration/ 

By postponing actions, we are voting for forced  
migration, as the only real solution for small islands 

and lowlands. 
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Island nations have the human right to exist, but we 
are witnessing that they will be forced to migrate 

permanently because of climate change. 

 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/environment/climatechange/8170075/Cancun-climate-change-summit-small-island-states-in-danger-of-
extinction.html 



MINAET 

 

 

 

 

 With limited resources and low adaptive capacity, these 
islands may not last as UN members? 

 Ref"Small Island States," Chapter 17 of: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). 2001. Climate Change 2001: Impacts, 
Adaptation and Vulnerability. Cambridge University Press 

The  small island states account for less than 1% of global greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions. 
 
“The ocean could swallow Tuvalu whole, making it the first country to be 
wiped off the map by global warming.” * 

Ref:http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/03/world/asia/03ihtpacific.2.5548184.html?pagewanted=a 

 
Close to 24 islands are the most vulnerable and permanent migration to 
other countries of at least 10 of millions is expected. 

Around 10% of the UN 
members are forecasted 
to disappear in the next 
decades. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/03/world/asia/03ihtpacific.2.5548184.html?pagewanted=a
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/03/world/asia/03ihtpacific.2.5548184.html?pagewanted=a


Internally Displaced People in 
Coastal and other Vulnerable areas 

Forced migration, permanent and temporary in 
countries like Costa Rica and regions like Central 

America. 
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 Internal migration in developing countries like Costa Rica and 
regions like Central America, due to climate change, has 
produced so far temporary migrants. 

 

 For some IDPs, temporary relief is available, but money and 
political will, may no last for permanently displaced people. 

 

 We are already expending around 1% of the GDP in adaptation 
efforts, this sum does not include the costs of permanently 
IDPs especially from coastal areas. 

 

 

Internally Displaced People in Central 
America: temporarly and 

permanently. 



Example 1: Costa Rican Pacific coast cities may be 
the source of a large numbers of IDP. 

http://wvw.nacion.com/ln_ee/2007/agosto/13/aldea1199142.html 
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Example 2: Central American communities are 
taking adaptation measures, including migration. 

Machaquita Chiclero y  San 
Francisco del Mar 

Los Cóbanos 
El Castillo y  San Carlos 

Barra del Colorado y  Barra del 
Tortuguero 

Río Sidra y Cartí 

http://www2.prensalibre.cr/pl/nacional/62375-centroamerica-se-une-para-reducir-impacto-del-cambio-climatico-en-las-comunidades-costeras.html 



Conclusions: there will be forced 
migrations due to climate change. 

 One difference between IDPs and 
migrants from island states is 
sovereignty, national identity and 
eventually a passport. 
 

 Migration Crisis related to climate 
change will be both: short term, 
due to natural disasters like floods 
and permanent, like that due to 
sea rising. 
 

 Adaptation efforts and plans of 
forced migration, due to climate 
change are needed,  nobody is 
seriously dealing with this effect.  

 

 Forced permanent migration 
is not a human right issue? 
 

  Larger economies have the 
moral obligation to increase 
financial flows to the countries 
affected, with special emphasis 
on small island states. 

 
  It is necessary to highlight and 

strengthen developing 
countries systems for: 
 climate monitoring 
 early warning, and 
 managing permanent and 

temporary migratory crisis. 



Thank you 


