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Registration Stats Registration Stats 
for Doctors             for Doctors             

Doctors holding full registration:
Irish address Overseas address Total
11,757 2,922 14,679
Male Female
9,557 5,122

Doctors holding full registration 
who qualified in Ireland: 10,689
in an EU country 1,018
under Section 27 (2)(d) Rules. 2,099
in a country with a Section 26 order* 873
or in Queensland, Australia
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Health & MedicalHealth & Medical
Education SystemEducation System

43 Acute Care Hospitals for a population of 4 million 
plus and growing.
Mix of Public & Private Care
45% population covered by private insurance
VHI, BUPA, VIVAS

Five Medical Schools
The number of Home/EU graduates limited to 305 
since 1979 by the state through funding restrictions.
Schools take in the same number as fee paying 
Non EU Citizens charging commercial fees up to 
Euro 30K upwards per year.
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Temporary Temporary 
RegistrationRegistration

Allows time limited opportunity to Non EU doctors to 
train as specialist but most jobs are junior level jobs.

Doctors holding current periods of temporary 
registration in 2005 are 573.

Pakistan 155, Nigeria 181, Sudan 93, India 55, 
Egypt 24, Libya 13, Iraq 11

Russia, Saudi Arabia, USA, Bangladesh, Iran, Romania, 
Malaysia, Jordan, Kenya, United Kingdom, Ghana, 
Zimbabwe, Croatia, Ukraine, Philippines, Moldova, Syria, 
Afghanistan, Bahrain, Poland, Czech Republic, Morocco, 
Belarus, Seychelles, Peru, Serbia, Panama, Argentina, 
Venezuela, Brazil, Albania, Canada,  Mexico, Hungary, 
Channel Islands, Bulgaria, Sri Lanka and Cuba.
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Irish Brain DrainIrish Brain Drain
Career Tracking StudyCareer Tracking Study

The career choices of doctors from two 
graduation years 1994 and1999 
Confirmed that medical emigration from 
Ireland is much higher than other countries 
such as the UK.
Over 40% of respondents were working 
abroad at the time of the study and a 
significant percentage of these were in 
training.
This trend will continue as almost 60% of 
the 1999 graduates have indicated that 
they intend to go abroad.

A Career Tracking Study entitled “Factors affecting Career Choices and Retention of 
Irish Medical Graduates” Commissioned by the MET Group, and undertaken by 
the Department of Public Health Medicine and Epidemiology, University College 
Dublin. 2005 www.dohc.ie/publications/buttimer report.



Medical EmigrationMedical Emigration

In another study 93% of interns between 
March and June 2003 indicated they would 
go abroad in the future.
Working And Training As An Intern: A National Survey of Irish Interns; Finucane 
P and O’Dowd T; Medical Teacher, March 2005, Vol. 27, No. 2, pp. 107-113

There is some evidence of a significant 
level of long-term or permanent emigration, 
e.g. a recent study of the 1978 graduates 
showed that 25 years after graduation 25% 
were still working overseas.
Medical Graduates of the National University of Ireland in 1978: Who and where 
are they?; Finucane, Loftus, O’Callaghan; Irish Medical Journal, January 2005, 
Vol. 98, No. 1; www.imj.ie



Current Reality & Current Reality & 
Manpower ShortagesManpower Shortages

Not enough Doctors.
The country's ratio of doctors to population 
is 2.3 per 1,000. ((www.irishhealth.com)

The European average currently stands at 
3.5 per 1,000. 
Too many Hospital sites.
The number of junior doctor posts in 
Ireland has increased by 48% in the last 
decade and currently stands at 4,400
EWTD, Challenges as Doctors are working 
on average 77 hours week.



Current debateCurrent debate



Nurse RegistrationNurse Registration Stats 2005Stats 2005

Female Male Active Inactive    Total
Total 101,141 7,029 85,919 22,251 108,170

3,5752,154851570Total

231022Tutor

13309124Public Health

2261851157Midwifery

4202121Intellectual Disability

129115113Children's

111107130Psychiatric

2,9112,124684103General

TotalOthersEUIreland

Number of Newly Registered Qualifications



Nursing StatsNursing Stats
Changes in Nurse education 
structures.
Nurses leaving the profession.
Nurses going abroad.

15,27115,913Total

3,0453,069Other

4,5664,703Working Abroad

1,6571,688Career Break

717723Unemployed

5,2865,730Retired

20042005

Inactive File



QualificationsQualifications
& Experience Recognition& Experience Recognition

Only Basic Medical/Nursing qualification 
recognised.

Awarding institution must be visited and recognised 
before the medical graduates are allowed to sit 
TRAS examination.

Some native country qualifications may be 
recognised for exemption from entrance exam 
TRAS.

IELTS a mandatory requirement for Doctors & 
Nurses.

Only UK/IRL acquired qualifications recognised.

Clinical experience is beneficial but not recognised 
for final accreditation.



Interaction between Interaction between 
IMO & Policy MakersIMO & Policy Makers

Medical Manpower 
Forum Report 
January 2001.

Report of the
National Task Force 
on Medical Staffing
June 2003.
(Hanly Report)

www.dohc.ie/publications



Interaction between Interaction between 
IMO & Policy makersIMO & Policy makers

Report of Medical 
Education & Training 
Group of the Task 
Force  2006.
(Buttimer Report)

Medical Education in 
Ireland, A New 
Direction  2006
(Fottrell Report)

www.dohc.ie/publications



Challenges aheadChallenges ahead

Meeting the needs of patients.
Maintaining & enhancing 
standards of clinical care.
Meetings the needs of all 
Doctors training to be 
specialists.
Meeting the Manpower needs.
IMO position paper due this 
year. 
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