
Emergency Humanitarian Assistance to 
Rwandan Expellees from Tanzania

On 25 July 2013, 
Tanzanian President 
Kikwete issued a public 
directive that all migrants 
in the Kagera Region 
without “valid residential 
documents” had to leave 
the country by 11 August 
2013, or be forcibly 
removed by security 
forces. 

Kagera Region had an 
estimated 50,000 irregular 
migrants and it was confirmed 
by UNHCR and IOM in Tanzania 
that these migrants were not 
refugees. The majority of these 
migrants were originally from 
Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda. 

The total number of people 
who crossed the Rwandan 
border from Tanzania as of 
21 January 2014 was 14,461 
and they came with few 
belongings. Many were forced 
to sell their cattle and goods at 

a low price, while some were 
able to leave their belongings 
with neighbours in the hope 
of being able to go back 
and collect them when the 
situation calms.  

There are many pregnant 
women and unaccompanied 
minors among the expellees.  
Some expellees have 
complained of being starved 
for several days. 
 
The returning expellees stayed 
at three locations: Kiyanzi 
reception and transit centres 
in Kirehe district and Rukara 
transit centre in Kayonza 
district. 

The Ministry of Disaster 
Management and Refugee 
Affairs (MIDIMAR) built 
common shelter facilities - 
hangars around 400 m² each 
for about 100 individuals 
divided into 20 family quarters. 
However, the hangars wore 
out rapidly, exacerbated by 
the heavy rains and winds. 
These reception and transit 

centres operated at their 
full capacity and with more 
expellees coming every day, 
the need to transfer people 
to their districts of origin was 
paramount. 

The Government of Rwanda 
(GoR) also hoped there was no 
need to maintain the centres 
for more than six months, 
according to their policy that 
no Rwandan should remain 
in camps within their own 
country. 

Therefore all the expelled 
people had to be either 
transported to their districts 
of origin, if applicable, or 
relocated to new locations 
identified by the GoR, based 
on land availability, within the 
earliest possible timeframe. 

One of the most pressing 
issues for the expelled 
people was the lack of even 
temporary shelter facilities 
upon return to their districts of 
origin or relocation.

Against this backdrop 
and upon request from the 
MIDIMAR, IOM has supported 
the GoR in the provision of 
safe and orderly movement 
assistance to the Rwandan 
people expelled from Tanzania, 
camp management and shelter 
assistance. 

All the activities have been 
implemented in close 
collaboration with the GoR 
and form part of a coordinated 
response by One UN Rwanda.
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PREPARED: March 2014

Funded by the UN Central Emergency Response Fund with 
support also from the UK Department for International 
Development, IOM Rwanda implemented the Emergency 
Humanitarian Assistance to Rwandan People Expelled from 
Tanzania Project from October 2013 to March 2014, in the 
following areas.

Transportation

IOM ensured effective and timely transportation of the 
expellees from Rusumo (Kirehe district) and Ndego (Kayonza 
district) border points to Kiyanzi reception and transit centres 
(Kirehe district) and Rukara transit centre (Kayonza district). 

To relieve the pressure from the centres which were surpassing 
their capacities, further transportation to the districts of origin 
and relocation was also provided, as well as transfer between 
the reception and transit centres. Most of the destinations 
were in the border areas of Eastern Province, followed by the 

BY NUMBERS (SINCE SEPTEMBER 2013)

15,778   Expellees transported by IOM (almost half of them were children under 18) 

719 Patients transported to dispensaries and/ or hospitals (242 male, 352 women and 125 children under 18)

1,700 Expellee families assisted with temporary shelter in areas of return or relocation

Southern and Western Provinces.  IOM provided water and high 
energy biscuits during the travel.  

In addition, IOM provided vehicles to act as ambulances to 
transfer patients to and from the health dispensaries in the 
transit centres to hospitals in the nearby towns and Kigali, when 
necessary. 

Camp Management and Shelter Assistance 

IOM provided funds to cover the cost of electricity, water and 
firewood in order to improve management and daily work at 
the centres. IOM also assisted MIDIMAR in repairing hangars 
made with plastic sheeting and timbers and increasing access to 
emergency shelter in the reception and transit facilities. 

Further, MIDIMAR used IOM’s support to provide temporary 
shelter assistance to over 1,700 households in areas of return 
or relocation. 

Even though the humanitarian phase is considered to be over, the expelled people are still in great need of assistance 
with limited resource and livelihood skills in their districts of origin or relocation. IOM stands ready to provide 

reintegration assistance, depending on the availability of funding.


