
Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration (AVRR)

As the leading international organization for migration, IOM acts with its partners in the international community to uphold 
the human dignity and well-being of migrants, to encourage social and economic development through migration and to 
assist in meeting the growing operational challenges of migration management. Areas of work in Mauritania include border 
management, conflict prevention, community stabilization, migration and development and counter trafficking. These activi-
ties take the form of direct assistance, capacity building and information sharing as well as awareness-raising. IOM’s central 
objective is to improve and develop global, regional and country level responses to protect and assist migrants in need and 
to support governments to reinforce their migration management capacities. 
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Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration (AVRR) is a crucial component of migration manage-
ment aiming at a humane and sustainable return and reintegration of irregular migrants who wish 
to return to their countries of origin. In collaboration with governments and civil society groups in 
both host countries and countries of origin, IOM assists irregular migrants to return voluntarily to 
their countries and reintegrate in their communities of origin.
Thanks to co-funding from the government of Spain and the European Union, IOM Mauritania has 
been piloting its first AVRR programme since January 2016. The primary objective of this pilot pro-
gramme is to assist in the return and the reintegration in their communities of origins of 60 identi-
fied migrants in irregular situations in Mauritania who have expressed their wish to return to their 
countries of origin. 

The successful implementation of this AVRR programme will require the cooperation and participa-
tion of a broad range of actors, including the migrants, civil society organizations, the governments 
and IOM country offices in both host countries and countries of origin. 
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This project is co-funded by the Kingdom of Spain and the European Union:

Activities

• AVRR information and sensitization cam-
paigns have been conducted ;

• AVRR criteria have been set up in the Mauri-
tanian context and towards the return of ir-
regular migrants living in Mauritania;

• AVRR applicants have been screened.

Outcomes

• Reduced presence of irregular migrants docu-
mented by OIM Mauritania;

• Structures exist for the AVRR of a caseload 
of 60 migrants, including the identification 
of irregular migrants in Mauritania wishing 
to return to their countries of origin and the 
training of government officials on AVRR pro-
gramme implementation;

• Caseload of 60 beneficiaries has been assisted 
in their return and been linked-up with IOM of-
fices in countries of origin.

AVRR IN MAURITANIA

Reintegration Assistance
Besides providing assistance with the physical return, the project will provide reintegration assistance to facilitate 
the beneficiaries’ socio-economic reinsertion in their country of origin. This assistance, which can take the form of 
support towards the setting up of a small business, or vocational training and education towards increased employ-
ability aims at maximizing the impact of the reintegration to the returnees’ communities. Indeed, IOM Mauritania 
considers it essential that both individual migrants and their communities benefit from AVRR programme support.

Implementation period: 1 January – 31 July 2016

Budget: 187.800 Euros

Primary Beneficiaries: Irregular migrants in Mauritania wishing to return to their countries of origin (60 identified) 

Mauritania is a transit and destination country by default for irregular migrants wishing to reach European shores. 
According to recent statistics of the UN Desa Population division, Mauritania hosts over 90.000 migrants, a signifi-
cant increase over the past years – in 2008, these numbers stood at 66.000 . Due to lack of reliable data, it is howev-
er unclear, whether the numbers are not significantly higher, now how many of these reside in Mauritania illegally.

PRIMARY OBJECTIVE
The primary objective of this project is to provide assistance for the return of stranded irregular migrants in Mauritania 
wishing to return to their countries of origin, as well as their reintegration to ensure the sustainability of their return 
through a socio-economic support aimed at promoting self-sufficiency and a meaningful contribution to their community. 


