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Situation Overview 
 
During 2015, Pakistan witnessed two successive natural 
disasters, that is, the monsoon-induced flash flooding and 
Glacial Lake Outburst Flooding (GLOF) in July-August that 
affected an estimated 1.6 million people nationally and the 
7.5 magnitude Earthquake in October originating in 
Badakhshan  province in North-East Afghanistan which 
caused housing damages exceeding 100,000 housing units. 
The response to these disasters is led by the government of 
Pakistan, with the humanitarian community providing 
technical support and longer term recovery based 
assistance.  
 
As Pakistan remains among the World's Top 10 countries 
most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change, IOM’s 
ongoing and planned programmes actively integrate 
environment and climate change adaptation related 
considerations. Furthermore, IOM’s programmes are 
aligned with the Pakistan government’s National Disaster 
Management Plan (NDMP) 2012-2022 and synergies 
between IOM and other disaster risk reduction partners are 
actively pursued.  
 

Present programmes focusing on migration management, 
migration health, community stabilization, disaster 
preparedness, resilient recovery, research and capacity 
building are being implemented in close coordination with 
the government, development and humanitarian 
counterparts.   
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All smiles after an extensive 5 days Australian Cultural Orientation Session, just before their departure © IOM 2015 
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Resettlement Movements and Operations 
 
During 2015, resettlement quotas to the United States of America (US) increased by almost 100% in comparison to previous 
years. IOM is facilitating the uptake of resettlement cases by working closely together with the United States Bureau of 
Population, Refugees, and Migration (BPRM), and United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), with joint 
oversight from the IOM Regional Support Office in Nepal. 
 

Resettlement operations have been scaled up to support a larger caseload of migration to various countries, including 
Australia, Canada and the United States. IOM Pakistan collaborates closely with other IOM missions worldwide to support 
voluntary return and reintegration activities. The resettlement team has supported more than 385 migrants with movements 
to various countries during last quarter. This includes activities related to case processing, health assessments, travel health 
assistance, pre‐departure orientation/integration, and support for movement and travel. 
 
Migration Management and Counter-Trafficking  
 
IOM is supporting the EU‐funded ’Pilot initiative to Monitor Readmission in Ukraine and Pakistan (MONITOR)’ in establishing 
a monitoring mechanism for the implementation of European Union Readmission Agreements (EURAs) in third countries as 
well as the situation of readmitted persons. IOM Pakistan, together with local partners, initiated an evaluation of service 
provision for Pakistani returnees from the EU to identify spaces for strengthening both state and non-government service 
provision mechanisms. 

 
Under the Australian Government (DIBP) funded programme, IOM Pakistan initiated construction and refurbishment of 
Victim Reception and Support Centre for returning migrants and Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) offices at Karachi Port. 
Under this project, IOM will be organizing capacity building sessions for project stakeholders on counter-trafficking, data 
collection and vulnerability of returning migrants. 

 
Migration Health Services 
  

Migration heath services for prospective migrants and refugees are provided as a standardized component of their visa 
application procedures. IOM’s migration health clinics in Islamabad, Lahore, Karachi and Mirpur provided health assessment 
services to 14,568 prospective migrants and refugees from September to December 2015.   

 
The majority of health assessment services were provided for the United Kingdom’s pre-departure tuberculosis detection 
programme (6,221 individuals), followed by the immigration medical exam for the Canadian Visa (3,198 individuals).  

 
Other migration health services programmes include the immigration medical exam for Australian visa (4,410 individuals), 
immigration medical exam for a New Zealand visa (277 individuals), the pre-departure health check for Australian refugees 
(208 individuals) and DNA sample collections (254 individuals).  
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IOM Staff Facilitating Refugees at Airline Counter Prior to Departure © IOM 2015 

Cultural Orientation sessions for migrants  were organized 
in various locations including Islamabad, Karachi and 
Peshawar. Cultural orientation sessions, trainings and 
interviews were conducted for: 
 
 170 migrants departing to Canada  
 40 migrants departing for Australia.  
 More than 300 interviews were conducted by the 

United States Bureau of Population, Refugees, and 
Migration (BPRM) Officials and IOM staff. 

 38 individuals supported through a new Assisted 
Voluntary Return and Reintegration (AVRR) project  in 
cooperation with the Austrian Government. This 
project includes a component for business training for 
returning migrants.  
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Multi-year Humanitarian Programme for Natural Disaster Preparedness, Response and Recovery in Pakistan  
 

IOM is leading a consortium to provide integrated preparedness, response and recovery assistance for the most vulnerable 
affected by natural disasters throughout Pakistan. Consortium members include ACTED, FAO, HANDS and UNICEF. The 
programme aims to provide assistance that builds local capacities, meets life-saving needs and supports community-level 
recovery in a way that enhances resilience toward future emergencies. In response to the 2015 floods and earthquake, the 
consortium has responded by providing: 
 
 Various shelter/non–food Item (NFI) packages to 12,353 families. 
 Water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) kits, promotion sessions and hand pumps to 25,800 families. 
 Food security and livelihood (FSL) support to 8,000 families.  
 
Humanitarian Communications 
 
Establishing reciprocal communication channels between displaced persons, the government and aid agencies, two–way 
communications is critical to ensuring an efficient, needs-based humanitarian response. IOM’s Humanitarian 
Communications Programme continues to enable displaced households and returnees to make informed decisions by 
disseminating key information on available assistance, eligibility requirements, return processes and mechanisms to address 
grievances. During this quarter, the programme conducted 731 awareness raising sessions, engaging 24,402 individuals 
including 8,432 female participants. 4 newspaper advertisements were published and  9 public service announcements (PSAs) 
were broadcasted. 

Research on Improved Shelters for Responding to Floods in Pakistan – Phase II  
 

DFID Research Division, Arup International Development, and IOM are partnering on a second phase of shelter research to 
produce evidence-based recommendations on flood-resistant shelter typologies and technical shelter guidelines. Building on 
earlier research, this project is based on physical testing and analysis of technical, economic, environmental and social 
benefits of different shelter recovery approaches. Findings will be compiled to produce a Construction Guide, capturing 
resilient shelter options in flood plains of Pakistan.  

www.iom.int 3 

IOM’s Humanitarian Communications Unit disseminates critical information to affected 
populations about registration, access to assistance and support for return © IOM 2015 

IOM supports distributions of Roofing Kit Materials through the Multi–Year Programme for 
Natural Disaster Preparedness, Response and Recovery in Pakistan © IOM 2016 

Stories from the Field— Zeenat along with her six family members fled North Waziristan due to the complex emergency. Having 

reached Bannu, her family decided to stay until they could safely return to their place of origin. Zeenat was told by community 
members that she would have to travel to Bannu City every month to receive their food packages. She met IOM’s Humanitarian 
Communications (HComms) team during an awareness raising session, and came to know that WFP had established a food hub near 
her host community and would distribute food rations to returnees from North Waziristan: 
 

‘It is a relief to hear this news. I won’t need to travel long distances for assistance anymore. I am grateful to IOM’s HComms 
teams for providing guidance and support to displaced families like ours” 


