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IOM increases support to migrants as 

rescue at sea missions rise in number 

 
During the past two weeks, a total of 2,382 migrants were rescued off Az 
Zawiya, Tajoura, Zuwara and Tripoli while twelve bodies were retrieved. 

 
Eight rescue operations were carried out during a 10-day period off Az 
Zawiyah, with 1,773 people (1,578 men, 143 women and 52 children) being 
rescued. All migrants were taken to Shuhada al Nasr detention centre. IOM 
staff visited the centre and warned that further support is needed as the 
detention centre remains heavily overpopulated. 
 
On 26 May, 571 migrants – including 508 men, 55 women and eight children 
– were rescued in waters off Tripoli, Libya’s capital. Four of the women were 
pregnant. IOM’s implementing partner assisted the migrants at the 
disembarkation point with first aid assistance, primarily burn injuries. Two 
of the migrants were also transferred to a health clinic for treatment of skin 
burns. 
 

 

MARITIME INCIDENTS 
 

 So far in 2017, 8,183 migrants have been 

rescued off the Libyan coastal cities Az 

Zawiyah, Tripoli, Zuwara and Tajoura.  

 

 On 20 May, 102 migrants were rescued 

off Az Zawiyah. Two days later, on 22 

May, two bodies were retrieved in Al 

Maya. 

 

 446 migrants were rescued on 23 May 
off Az Zawiyah and Tajoura. On the same 
day, two bodies were retrieved in Az 
Zawiyah and Tripoli. 
 

 O 25 May, 87 migrants were rescued off 

Az Zawiyah while 7 bodies were also 

retrieved. The rescued migrants were 

taken to Al Nasr detention centre. 

 

 On 26 May, 1,744 were rescued off Az 

Zawiyah, Tajoura and Zuwara while one 

body was retrieved in Surman. 

    

 In 2016, 18,904 migrants were rescued 

outside the Libyan coast.  

 

 IOM is working to improve the capacity 

of the Libyan Coast Guard and other 

actors that are part of rescue 

operations, as well as emergency 

interventions, which include health 

assistance and distribution of non-food 

items and hygiene kits to rescued 

migrants.  

 

 

 

MIGRATION NEWS  

 
As many as 30 migrants from Libya feared dead 
as Mediterranean toll tops 1,700 -U.N (Reuters) 
 
Migrant crisis: Mediterranean rescue as 34 
drown (BBC)  
 

http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFKBN18Q13F-OZATP?feedType=RSS&feedName=topNews&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+reuters/AFRICATopNews+(News+/+AFRICA+/+Top+News)&&rpc=401
http://af.reuters.com/article/topNews/idAFKBN18Q13F-OZATP?feedType=RSS&feedName=topNews&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed:+reuters/AFRICATopNews+(News+/+AFRICA+/+Top+News)&&rpc=401
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-40027109
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-40027109
http://www.facebook.com/pages/International-Organization-for-Migration/161303029020?ref=mf
http://twitter.com/IOM_Libya
http://www.youtube.com/iommigration
http://www.flickr.com/photos/iom-migration/
https://vine.co/u/1260720702941184000
https://www.pinterest.com/iomdrd/international-organization-for-migration-iom/


 
 

Click on the image to see the video 

 
“Twelve of the rescued migrants had burns which were treated in 
collaboration with IMC and Multakana. IOM provided bottles of water and 
food to the rescued migrants,” explained IOM Libya’s Moad Laswed. 
 
The migrants were of 18 different African nationalities, with a majority from 
Guinea Conakry, Nigeria and Senegal. The migrants were initially supposed 
to be transferred to Mitiga detention centre but, due to space restraints, 
were instead taken to Trig al Shok detention centre in Tripoli. IOM visited 
the detention centre where it distributed non-food aid including hygiene kits 
for the rescued migrants. 

On 30 May, 571 migrants at Trig al Shook detention centre received non-
food aid items and hygiene kits through local partner Multakana. This 
assistance was funded by the Department for International Development at 
the Government of the UK and The Bureau of Population, Refugees and 
Migration. 

 
 

Non-food aid distribution at Trig al Shook detention centre 
 

In addition, during the afternoon of 26 May, 381 migrants (including 53 
women and 15 children) were rescued off Zuwara. The boat departed from 
Subratah with the majority of the migrants coming from Nigeria. 
 

Libya: UN ramps up cooperation to help 
hundreds of thousands of desperate refugees 
and migrants (UN News Centre)  
 

Turkish ship rescues 466 migrants from boat 

about to sink off Libya coast (Hurriyat Daily 

News)  

 

At least 34 migrants, mostly toddlers, drowned 
off Libyan coast (Libyan Express) 
 
5,000 migrants rescued in 48 hours off Libya 
(AFP) 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

For the latest Mediterranean Update data 
on arrivals and fatalities please visit: 

http://migration.iom.int/europe  
 

#MigrationEurope 
 
 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 
 

A global database tracking data on deceased 
and missing migrants along migratory 
routes. Visit MissingMigrants.iom.int  

 
#MissingMigrants 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=56861#.WTUCgWiGM2w
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=56861#.WTUCgWiGM2w
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=56861#.WTUCgWiGM2w
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/-.aspx?pageID=238&nID=113709&NewsCatID=341
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/-.aspx?pageID=238&nID=113709&NewsCatID=341
http://www.libyanexpress.com/at-least-34-migrants-mostly-toddlers-drowned-off-libyan-coast/
http://www.libyanexpress.com/at-least-34-migrants-mostly-toddlers-drowned-off-libyan-coast/
https://www.thelocal.it/20170520/5000-migrants-rescued-in-48-hours-off-libya
http://migration.iom.int/europe/
http://missingmigrants.iom.int/
https://www.facebook.com/IOMLibya/videos/777187342442225/


 
 

PSS activities provided to migrants 

rescued at sea  
 
During three visits to Mitiga, Trig al Shok, Shuhada Al Nasr and Abu Slim 
detention centres migrants rescued at sea received psychosocial support.  
 
In Abu Slim IOM’s implementing partner Psychosocial Support Team (PSS), 
together with IOM colleagues, divided the women migrants into two groups 
for activities during which the women had an opportunity to speak about 
their needs, their journey and feelings, as well as their thoughts for the 
future. For many migrants it is an opportunity to release stress and anger.  
 
Similar activities were held during the other visits including overall needs 
assessments, recreational activities with games for the children and an 
opportunity for the migrants to call family members.  
 

 
 

IOM staff and PSS colleagues with migrant women at Trig al Shok detention centre  

 
 

 
 

Non-food aid reaches displaced families 

in Zuwara 

Between 15 and 24 May, 110 displaced families in Zuwara received non-food 
aid consisting of mattresses, pillows, blankets, as well as hygiene kits.   

This intervention was done with the assistance of Zuwara Libyan Red 
Crescent and was funded by the Japanese Government. 

 

Second Chances  

 
On 21 October 2016, IOM Libya assisted two 

migrants from Gambia, 27 year-old Sally and 

22 year-old Shekou to return home from 

Tripoli, Libya.  

 

The two migrants who received IOM’s 

voluntarily return services, departed from Al 

Mitiga airport in Tripoli on 21 October and 

reached Banjul, Gambia on Saturday, 22 

October. 

 

One of them, Sally, used to work as a 

housemaid in Libya. But as she started 

considering leaving for better opportunities 

in Europe, she decided to end her contract. 

Then, on the way to a meeting with a new 

Libyan employer, she was in a car accident. 

Her aunt was killed and Sally was the only 

survivor. Injured, Sally was taken to Az 

Zawiyah hospital but because she needed 

urgent spinal fixation, she was transferred to 

Sbeaa hospital in Tripoli.  

 
Paralyzed from the waist down, Sally stayed 

here for about five months while the medical 

staff, with the help of IOM, cared for her. 

IOM, which followed her case closely, 

contacted Sally’s family and assisted with 

issuing her travel documents. Today, Sally is 

happily re-united with her family.  

 

Shekou who left Gambia in February 2016 

also intended to go to Libya. “I wanted to find 

work so I can take care of my daughter and 

my family that I left behind,” he explained to 

IOM.  

 

“I thought the journey would be easy,” he 

added. But Shekou travelled from Gambia 

trough Senegal, Mali, Burkina Faso and then 

through Niger. From the Nigerien city of 

Agades, Shekou crossed through the desert.  

 



 
 

Non-food aid distribution to IDPs in Zuwara 

 

 
 

Migration officers receive training on 

computer literacy  

 

 
 

Computer literacy training 
 

Twenty-nine members of the Directorate for Combatting Illegal Migration, 
the Coast Security and the Libyan Coast Guard have been enrolled in a three-
week course with the aim to increase computer literacy and for members to 
obtain international computer driving licenses.  
 
The aim is to improve the mechanism related to the procedure of migrants’ 
registration at the main disembarkation points as well as inside the 
detention centres. 
 

 

 
 
 
Back in May 2016, John and 24 other 

migrants had attempted the dangerous 

journey across the Mediterranean Sea on a 

rubber boat. Four days into the crossing, 

their boat was rescued by what they first 

thought was the Italian navy, however, to 

their disappointment they discovered that it 

was the Libyan navy and that they were still 

outside the Libyan coast. 

 

“Many of my friends died in the desert 

because we ran out of food and water. I had 

to bury my friends but forced myself to 

continue the journey” 

 

 

Shekou explained as he continued to describe 

how he moved within Libya, from Al Qatrun 

to Sabha and then continued to Bani Walid. 

“We were caught on the way and thrown in 

prison for 4 or 5 months before we managed 

to escape.” 

 

Shekou then went to Tripoli hoping to find a 

job and finally manage to support his family. 

But from this point, things got worse by the 

day.  

 

“I was attacked and beaten by a gang. I had 

a broken arm and they left me with a 

fractured knee. I needed help so badly. I 

managed to contact IOM and told them my 

story and then left them a number so they 

can contact me. They soon called saying that 

an IOM doctor was on his way.”  

 

“The doctor is a good man, he gave me 

medicine and took good care of me. Now I 

am feeling better, I am on my way home and 

I am very grateful and thankful. I can’t thank 



 

More than 4,200 stranded migrants 

receive voluntary humanitarian return 

assistance home 

 

IOM Libya doctor assists a woman before departure home to Nigeria on 25 May 

Through almost five months into 2017, IOM Libya has assisted more than 
4,200 stranded migrants to return home from Libya through its voluntary 
humanitarian return (VHR) programme. 

 
On 23 May, IOM helped 171 stranded migrants – 166 men and five women 
– return home to The Gambia from Libya. Among the female passengers 
were an infant and a child; 133 of the migrants had been in Gharyan Al 
Hamra detention centre. The remaining 38 migrants previously lived in 
urban areas.  
 
Two days later, on 25 May, 165 stranded migrants – 145 men and 20 women 
– including three unaccompanied children and two female medical cases 
returned home to Nigeria.  
 
The charter flights, which departed from Tripoli’s Mitiga airport, were 
coordinated with the Libyan authorities, the embassies of The Gambia and 
Nigeria respectively, as well as IOM colleagues in the receiving countries. 
 
IOM also provided pre-departure interviews, medical check-ups and 
facilitated exit visas for all the passengers who further received non-food aid. 
 

IOM enough. I am still dreaming. I never 

thought that I had the chance to get out of 

Libya.” 

 

Now, Shekou is back home with his family in 

Gambia. 

 

 
 

Second Chances 
 

 

“It will take two hours.”  

 

Before leaving Libyan soil on a flimsy rubber 

dinghy, Moses was informed that in two 

hours they would be rescued and taken to 

Europe.  

 

“But it didn’t,” he added.  

 

Moses, a father of seven, from an African 

country, stands in the courtyard of a 

detention centre in Tripoli, where he has 

ended up after more than a year in Libya. He 

left his wife with their four other children to 

earn money for the family and worked in 

southern Libya.  

 

But staying with the three boys was no longer 

an option, so when his employer asked if he 

had some money and wanted to go to 

Subratah and Europe, Moses saw no other 

option but to go ahead.  

 

“It was never my intention to go to Europe, 

not when I arrived to Libya,” he explains, but 

as his journey became more and more 

dangerous, Italy seemed to move closer and 

closer. 

 

Two hours away close.  



 
 

One of the stranded migrants returning home to Nigeria 

 
Also on 25 May, two stranded Ethiopian migrants were also able to return 
home on commercial flights. 
 
Another ten stranded migrants from Ghana, Sudan and Senegal also 
received, five days later, a return assistance home through separate 
commercial flights.  
 
Furthermore, 171 stranded male migrants were also able to return home on 

1 June through a charter flight that departed Mitiga’s Tripoli airport. 78 of 

these migrants were previously held in Trig al Seka detention centre while 

90 of them were at Abu Slim. Another three migrants are from the city. 

Before departure, all the migrants were provided with non-food items in the 

form of clothes and shoes. 

Four days later, another twelve migrants returned home to Mali.  

These flights are part of IOM’s Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration 
assistance funded by the UK Department for International Development 
(DFID) and the European Union Emergency Trust Fund. 
 
Recognizing the high demand for assistance to return home among stranded 
migrants in Libya, IOM has been scaling up its VHR assistance in 2017. So far 
this year, IOM Libya has facilitated the VHR of more than 4,200 stranded 
migrants in Libya, of which 747 were considered eligible for further 
reintegration assistance. Of the total number of migrants assisted, 108 were 
unaccompanied children and 56 were victims of trafficking. 
 

 

66 migrants receive medical treatment 

including delivery assistance for 

pregnant women  

 

In the western coastal city of Subratah, 

Moses paid and ended up on a rubber boat 

with about 150 other passengers from 

different African countries. Moses 

demonstrates how he sat with his children 

around him, his arms around their shoulders. 

“Packed like sardines,” he says.  

 

But two hours turned into three, turned into 

four and five and six hours.  

 

As the minutes ticked away the boat drifted, 

without a motor or a compass the passengers 

had little control over their fates. The “pusher 

men” take a speed boat or a scooter and 

leave the migrant boat at sea. Moses started 

to panic. He estimates that they stayed at sea 

for around six hours until they saw a boat 

with a Libyan flag. I ask Moses, were you 

disappointed it was the Libyans and not the 

Italians? No, he says, at that time he was just 

glad they were still alive.  

 

We work for a better future for our children, 

that is what it is all about, says Moses who 

has now chosen to return home through 

IOM’s return assistance programme.  As we 

wait for the buses to begin to transfer those 

migrants that have signed up for the 

assistance through Mitiga airport, Moses 

speaks of the boys. With a little glimmer of 

hope lightening in his eyes he tells me about 

the characters of his three sons. He puts his 

hand on the youngest head, this one is a 

clever one, he asks a lot of questions, Moses 

says with a smile, he will become a lawyer, he 

concludes. The other two would like to 

become a soldier and police, they are strong, 

Moses says and bursts out in laughter.  

 

At the airport the five-year-old, Moses’ 

youngest son stands by the window and 

watches the plane that is about to bring him 

back to his mother and siblings.  

 

But Moses leaves Libya with a bittersweet 

feeling, he is well aware that life back home 

will not be easy, they left for a reason and 

now they are in debt. But the most important 

is family, how you bring up your children will 

shape them, he says, shapes their future.  



From 20 to 30 May, 66 migrants from five detention centres (Abu Eissa, 
Musratah, Surman, Shuhada Nasr and Shahat) received medical assistance, 
through the help of IOM partner STACO. The most common diseases 
included urinary tract infection, upper respiratory tract infection, scabies 
and tonsillitis. In addition, emergency cases among the migrants included 
labor pain, dental problems, infections and hepatitis. This medical assistance 
was funded by the Government of Finland. 

 

Meeting with implementing partners on 

humanitarian direct assistance and the 

way forward 

 

Chief of Mission Othman Belbeisi addresses questions from implementing partners 

A two day meeting (22 and 23 May) took place with implementing partners 
to discuss direct assistance to internally displaced persons, as well as to 
migrants. The meeting was an opportunity to speak about IOM’s 
humanitarian direct assistance in 2016 and present the plan of action for 
coming months. 

 

Community stabilization expands 

activities to agriculture and 

infrastructure rehabilitation 

IOM has signed construction contracts with contractors from both Sabha and 
Qatroun in order to rehabilitate 29 water wells, 11 in Qatroun and 18 in 
Sabha. The rehabilitation includes replacing the water pumps and creating a 
fence for each well. 

Needs along with priorities in relation to the agricultural sector in both Sabha 
and Qatroun are being identified through ongoing discussions with local 
associations. 

Festivities for the month of Ramadan and Eid are being prepared with the 
participation of all local civil society organizations from both Sabha and 

 

*For safety reasons, Moses is not the 
migrant’s real name 
 

 
 

Voluntary Humanitarian Return 

and Reintegration Support 

 

 
 

 

 

DTM Displacement Event 
Tracker  

 

 

 

 

Libya IDP & Returnee Report  

http://www.iom.int/countries/libya


Qatroun. The activities aims to strengthen social cohesion as well as peace 
building. 

In addition, IOM has held a two-day workshop (30 and 31 May) where 
community stabilization activities were discussed. Colleagues from the 
regional office and Brussels met in Tunis to discuss the way forward to 
expand the community stabilization programme. 

 

Two day community stabilization workshop on the way forward 
 

 

IOM Libya DTM Report: 256,615 

Internally Displaced, 227,866 Return 

Home 

Continuing a trend that started in late 2016, the number of Libyans displaced 
throughout the country has been steadily declining, as people return to 
areas from where they were displaced, particularly in the regions of 
Benghazi and Sirt. 

IOM has identified 256,615 internally displaced persons (IDPs), 227,866 
returnees and 351,382 migrants in Libya. 

These new findings are a result of IOM’s latest Displacement Tracking Matrix 
(DTM) in Libya. The information packages present data gathered on IDPs, 
returnees and migrants in March 2017 through interviews with 1,021 key 
informants. The informants include representatives 
of baladiya (municipality) offices, local crisis committees, and others in the 
community with knowledge about IDPs, returnees and migrants in their 
communities. 

The report shows that IDPs were mainly displaced from Benghazi, Sirt, 
Misrata, Ubari and Alkufra. Twenty-four per cent were displaced in 2016, 45 
per cent in 2015 and the remaining 31 percent between 2011 and 2014. 

Eighty-seven per cent of IDPs were accommodated in private shelter settings 
and the remaining 13 per cent were residing in informal settings, public 
buildings, schools, unfinished buildings or other forms of public shelter. 

 

 

 

DTM Round 9                    
Key Findings 

  

 

 

Maritime Incidents Report  

 

 

 
 

HAVE YOUR SAY 

http://www.globaldtm.info/libya/
http://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/situation_reports/file/IOM-Maritime-Incidents-Libyan-Coast-Update-3-15March.pdf


 

96 % of a total of 256,615 displaced persons left their home due to fear from conflict and 
armed group presence 

In addition to reporting on IDP and returnee shelter settings, the report also 
provided a general overview on the status of health, education, security, 
nutrition, livelihoods and access to market in each baladiya. 

The main nationalities of migrants identified were Nigerian, Egyptian, 
Sudanese, Chadian, Malian and Nigerien. 

Of the migrants identified, 35 per cent had been in the country for at least 
12 months; 33 per cent had been present for between 6 months and a year, 
and the remaining 32 per cent had been in the country for less than six 
months. 

The Migrant Report also summarizes findings from 686 interviews that IOM 
staff conducted directly with migrants across nine different regions in the 
country. 

Seventy-one per cent of the 686 migrants surveyed began their migratory 
journey from one of the countries bordering Libya (Egypt, Sudan, Niger, 
Algeria and Tunisia) and the remaining 29 per cent departed from other 
countries in Africa, mainly from Nigeria, Mali, Burkina-Faso, Senegal and 
Ghana. Nearly 70 per cent of respondents paid less than USD 1,000 for their 
journey. 

The full reports can be found here: Migrant and IDP information packages.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“ 
Usually the migrants who are 

rescued are found in a very 

fragile and vulnerable state of 

mind. They build their dreams 

on going to Europe and when 

these dreams are shattered, 

they are left in a terrible 

situation. Therefore, the 

psychosocial support activities 

are a good way for them to 

relieve some of their stress 

” 
Samer Daw 

Protection Assistant 

 
 

  

http://www.globaldtm.info/dtm-libya-round-9-migrant-report-march-2017/
http://www.globaldtm.info/dtm-libya-round-9-idp-returnee-report-march-2017/


More than 60,000 returned to Sirt over 

last 6 months 

According to DTM's Event Tracker, 60,800 returnee individuals are reported 
to have returned to Sirt to date. Telecommunications and internet networks 
have reportedly been restored for the first time in two years. 

 

DTM’s latest Displacement Event Tracker  

For more information, see here.  

IOM LIBYA IN THE NEWS
 

PRESS RELEASES 

 IOM,UNHCR Pledge Increased Support for Libya 

 Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals Reach 69,574 in 2017; Deaths 1,569 

 DTM Libya expands Flow Monitoring Activities, launches Detention Centre Profiles and Rapid Assessments 

 IOM assists more than 4,000 stranded migrants so far in 2017 

MEDIA COVERAGE  

 Africa Newsroom: IOM Libya: Humanitarian Support to Migrants and IDPs Situation Report | March 2017 
 Relief Web: DTM Libya expands flow monitoring activities, launches detention centre profiles and rapid assessments 
 Libya Herald: Libya-bound migrants die of thirst in Niger desert 

http://bit.ly/2qDPULe
http://www.iom.int/news/iom-unhcr-pledge-increased-support-libya
http://www.iom.int/news/mediterranean-migrant-arrivals-reach-69574-2017-deaths-1569
https://unsmil.unmissions.org/dtm-libya-expands-flow-monitoring-activities-launches-detention-centre-profiles-and-rapid
https://unsmil.unmissions.org/iom-assists-more-4000-stranded-migrants-so-far-2017
https://www.africa-newsroom.com/press/iom-assists-more-than-4000-stranded-migrants-so-far-in-2017?lang=en
http://reliefweb.int/report/libya/dtm-libya-expands-flow-monitoring-activities-launches-detention-centre-profiles-and
https://www.libyaherald.com/2017/06/01/libya-bound-migrants-die-of-thirst-in-niger-desert/


 

IOM LIBYA OPERATIONS ARE SUPPORTED BY: 

              

 

                                               

 

CONTACTS 

 
For more information please don’t hesitate to contact:  

IOM Libya Chief Of Mission Mr. Othman Belbeisi, Tel: +216 29 600 389, E-mail: obelbeisi@iom.int 

IOM Libya Public Information Officer Christine Petré, Tel: +216 25 779 636, E-mail: chpetre@iom.int 
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