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ADDRESSING HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND EXPLOITATION IN TIMES OF CRISIS 
 

The new IOM Briefing Document Addressing human trafficking and 
exploitation in times of crisis, jointly published by MAD, DOE, RO 
Cairo and a number of COs in July 2015, addresses the critical issue of 
trafficking in persons and exploitation in crisis situations. Its results and 
recommendations stem from field research in Libya and Iraq, and con-
sultations on Syria, the Philippines, Haiti, Eastern Africa and countries 
affected by the 2004 tsunami. 
 

By studying the nexus between trafficking and crisis situations, the 
research confirms the increased vulnerability of trafficking victims or 
those at risk of trafficking in crises, both in armed conflicts and natu-
ral disasters, which is explained to be not a side effect of crisis but a phenomenon directly interrelated to it. 
The document highlights the existence of a protection gap in the current humanitarian response and argues 
the importance of filling this gap and of addressing trafficking from the outset of the crisis. The full research, 
which includes evidence from other countries too, is expected to be published in October 2015.
 

6DEGREE.ORG PLATFORM LAUNCHED 
 

On June 23, a strong partnership between Microsoft and IOM 
to help victims of human trafficking resulted in the launch of 
IOM’s 6Degree.org crowdfunding platform. Over thirty journal-
ists attended the launch event in Bangkok, Thailand, generating 
media attention the world over and reaching millions of poten-
tial donors. The initiative is aimed at the global community on 

the premise that each person is only six steps away from any other person on the planet, and this feeling is 
intended to encourage private individuals to relate to and support individual trafficking survivors.

IOM is the world’s premier organisation providing assistance to victims of trafficking, and has the expertise, 
experience, global presence and a worldwide network of national and local partnerships. Microsoft provides 
leading technology solutions to make the 6Degree.org platform possible. Donors use the platform to fund the 
survivor’s journey home, covering costs such as shelter, medical and legal assistance, voluntary return home, 
education and skills development, or financial help for professional development. A video explaining the 
platform is available here.  
 

For more information, please contact Jonathan Martens:  JMARTENS@iom.int

 

MRRM ESTABLISHED IN NIGER 
 

The IOM is expediting the establishment of the first Migrant Resource 
and Response Mechanisms (MRRM) in Niger, identified as a strategic 
location given its situation as a point of transit for Western African mi-
grants to Algeria and Libya, and ultimately to Europe. IOM and Nigerien 
authorities forecast that up to 120,000 migrants will attempt to cross 
the country in 2015. Currently up to 2,500 migrants from West Africa 
transit through the region of Agadez every week.  
 

The aim of MRRM is to pro-
vide operational support to 
governments and authorities 
to address these complex 
migratory flows, through aid 
identification and registra-
tion processes, data collec-
tion, direct assistance to 
migrants in distress, return 
and reintegration support. 
Different mechanisms are put in place to address individual and com-
munity needs in Niger as well as in countries of origin. Besides direct 
assistance to migrants in distress (urgent health care, food and accom-
modation, family tracing minors, and referral to UNHCR for potential 
asylum seekers), the MRRM provides services for migrants in transit 
to Europe, including awareness campaigns, information, counselling, 
return and reintegration through community-based projects in countries 
of origin, monitoring and evaluation, liaison with Governments initia-
tives and development partners for durable livelihood projects, collabo-
ration with diaspora members in Niger, and local development projects 
for communities in Agadez.    
 

IOM is present in Niger since 2006, currently with 4 offices (Niamey, 
Agadez, Diffa, and Zinder) and 4 transit centers (Agadez, Dirkou, Arlit 
and Niamey), with 60 staff. Since January 2015, IOM Niger assisted more 
than 6,000 stranded migrants through its network of transit centers. 
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