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Featured Book 

 
International Organization for Migration. Health of 
Migrants: Resetting the Agenda (Report of the 2nd Global 
Consultation, Colombo, Sri Lanka, 21-23 February 
2017). Geneva: IOM, 2017. 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
Executive Summary 

 

 

The 2017 Global Consultation on Migrant Health was 

convened as a follow-up to the 1st Global Consultation 

on Migrant Health, held in 2010, in response to the 

renewed international attention to the health needs of 

migrants through agenda-setting on the 2030 

Sustainable Development Goals, Universal Health 

Coverage, and other global health priorities. Informed 

by the Operational Framework from the 2010 

Consultation, Member States, the International 

Organization for Migration (IOM) and the World Health 

Organization (WHO) have taken action on a variety of 

initiatives that have advanced programs, policy and 

research related to migrant health. 

 

IOM, WHO and the Government of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka jointly organized 

the 2nd Global Consultation on Migrant Health in February 2017 to offer Member States and 

partners a platform to: 

• share lessons learned, good practices, and research on the health needs of migrants, and to 

identify gaps, opportunities and new challenges;  

• reach consensus on key policy strategies and benchmarks to create a unified agenda on the 

health of migrants, for both acute large-scale displacement and long-term, economic and 

disparity-driven migration; 

• engage multisectoral partners at a policy level for a sustained international dialogue and 

an enabling policy environment for change. 

 
This consultation report summarizes the issues discussed at the consultation and offers 

recommendations related to the meeting’s intended outcomes. 
 

 

Visit: https://www.iom.int/migration-health/second-global-consultation 
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In focus:  
Consultation Outcomes: The Research Agenda 
 
 
The 2nd Global Consultation provided a platform for research-related discussion aimed at developing 
strategies to advance migration health research to formulate evidence-based policies and practices at the 
national, regional and global levels. This outcome component benefitted from debates and recommendations 
of a dedicated side event during the consultation, ‘Migration Health Research Forum’. Working across the 
three Consultation thematic areas, the research discussion was guided by a number of questions: What are 
the opportunities and challenges; and the essential components associated with developing a research 
agenda on migration and health?; What values and  approaches should guide the development of a national 
research agenda and data collection systems on migration health? 
 
The increasing complexity of global, regional, and national migration trends; debates on “migrant” 
definitions and nomenclature; and polarizing political viewpoints on migration and its close tethering to 
nationalistic and populist movements present real challenges to researchers designing studies along 
epistemological, theoretical, and analytical lines. Particular challenges persist in collecting data on migrants 
in irregular situations and undocumented migrants ‘living in the shadows’ of society and working in countries 
with restrictive policies on access. These are underpinned by the research questions that emerged during the 
group discussions. 

 
 

 
 
 
Key elements of a composite framework for advancing research on migration health and to ensure policies 
are evidence-based are presented in the following figure. 
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Advancing Migration Health Research at National, Regional and Global Levels 
 

 
 
 
In conclusion, there was consensus amongst the consultation participants on the need to enhance the quality 
and breadth of research evidence and related importance to create an ‘enabling culture’ for migration 
health research at country level to be linked to inter-sectoral policy and priority setting processes. Such 
processes need to be underpinned with ethical guidelines, academic freedom, adequate funding and 
capacity development. 
 
 
 

To read more on advancing migration health research at the national, regional and global levels,  

 
Download a copy of the book: 
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/our_work/DMM/Migration-
Health/GC2_SriLanka_Report_2017_FINAL_22.09.2017_Internet.pdf  
 
Visit: https://www.iom.int/migration-health/second-global-consultation  
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Chandonnet, A., Tursunaliev, U., Jamangulov, K.  
Chernykh, I., and Amandurdyyeva, G. Migrants' Right 
to Health in Central Asia: Challenges and Opportunities. 
Bishkek: IOM, 2017. 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
Summary 

 

 

The right of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 

attainable standard of physical and mental health – or 

simply “the right to health” – is explicitly formulated in 

an array of international law instruments, of which most 

Central Asian states are part. These instruments define 

states’ obligation to provide healthcare services for all, 

without discrimination based on health status, ethnicity, 

age, sex, disability, language, religion, national origin, 

income, social status or any other characteristic. 

 

This right is particularly important to Central Asian 

migrants considering the significance of the migration 

phenomenon in the region. Indeed, the well-being of many households directly depends on migrants’ 

remittances. Moreover, ongoing processes of regional integration (such as the entry into force of the 

Eurasian Economic Union) as well as circumstantial factors (for instance the re-entry bans imposed by 

the Russian Federation on many Central Asian migrants) are intensifying mobility within the Central 

Asian region. These trends point to the need to address the health challenges of the most mobile and 

vulnerable groups of all: migrants. 

 

Since their recent independence, Central Asian states have made significant progress towards the 

realization of migrants’ right to health, which represents a considerable challenge. They have 

acceded to many relevant international law instruments, while their legislation and policies are 

progressively adapting to this reality. However, much remains to be done to fully realize migrants’ 

right to health in Central Asia. 

 

 

Download a copy of the book: 

http://www.iomtkm.org/news/2017/iom-2017-migrants-health-report/  
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Featured Article 

 

Schininá, G. “Objectification and abjectification of migrants: 

reflections to help guide psychosocial workers.” 
Intervention, 15, no. 2 (2017): 100-105.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Abstract 
 
 
This is a personal reflection concerning the migration crisis 
in Europe and its political repercussions on migration 
policies around the globe. Instead of the usual focus on 
analyses of needs, this article examines a variety of 
philosophical categories, such as objectification, 
abjectification as well as political paradigms, including the 
risk management approach to governance. It further 
examines how philosophical categories can be used to read 
situations in a manner that can be useful to guide 
psychosocial practitioners, and that can be both 
intrinsically and necessarily interlinked with migration 
policies, to avoid compromise and not be complicit in 

creation of spaces of vulnerability for migrants. 
 
 

See full article:  
http://journals.lww.com/interventionjnl/Abstract/2017/06000/Objectification_and_abjectification_of_m
igrants__.2.aspx   

 
 
IOM Contributor: 

 Guglielmo Schininá (Brussels) 
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Featured Article 

 

Walid, S. and Galev, A. “Challenges of migrations in the 
Middle East region.” In: Cools, J. (ed) Proceedings and 
Abstract Book of the 2nd MEGMA Conference on 
Thalassaemia & other Haemoglobinopathies in Amman, 
Jordan on 11-12 November 2016. Pavia: European 
Hematology Association, 2017. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
 
Introduction 
 
 

IOM’s Migration Health Division (MHD) advocates for 
equitable access to health care for all migrants and 
displaced populations globally; MHD will bring to the 
audience of the scientific program of the MEGMA 
Conference the following points: 
• Briefing on the ongoing humanitarian crisis in the 
Middle East, 

• The dynamics, trends and challenges of migration taking place in the context of crisis: 
including irregular migration, human smuggling and trafficking, and regulated migration, 

• Introduction of the United Nations’ cluster approach for the coordination of the  humanitarian 
crisis response, 

• Presentation of IOM’s health services provided to the affected population and  hosting 
communities in the Middle East region, 

• Presentation of some of the preliminary results of the IOM’s work on the Health Profile of 
the Syrian refugees in the Middle East region, examined by the IOM for 
resettlement/migration.  

 
 
See full article:  

www.haematologica.org/content/haematol/102/s1/1.full.pdf  
 
 
IOM Contributors:  

 Walid Slim (Erbil) 

 Aleksandar Galev (Amman) 
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FREE ‘Quick Take’ Learning Videos 

  
 
The New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM) offers free ‘Quick Take’ Learning Videos which 
are great resource for keeping up-to-date with the latest research findings in clinical medicine 
and public health research summarized in short two-minute clips. Users can browse by “most 
recent” or “most viewed” videos, and even search videos by specialty/topic. When browsing, a 
short description of the video content is also displayed to better aid users. 
   . 

 
Visit: http://www.nejm.org/multimedia/quick-take-video  
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 FREE Medical Journals 

  
 
The Geneva Foundation for Medical Education and Research (GFMER) has a comprehensive list of 

free medical journals, sorted by topic and language. When the user clicks on a topic, it will go to a 

list of journal titles, wherein each title is linked to the corresponding journal’s webpage or website 

where the journal issues are lodged. The users can then freely browse through the available content. 

 

 

Visit: https://www.gfmer.ch/Medical_journals/Free_medicalTemplate.htm 
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Comments or Questions 
Migration Health Division 

Manila (Global) Administrative Centre 
International Organization for Migration 

28th Floor, Citibank Tower, 8741 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City, Philippines 1226 
E-mail: MHD Research and Publications <mhdrap@iom.int> 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 


