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From the People of Canada

Stories of Displacement: Ahillah
Mortars, rockets and bullets were flying in Ras al-Jaddah neighborhood 
as Iraqi forces pushed deeper into West Mosul; at 11 pm, after fighting 
calmed down enough for civilians to look outside, Ahillah’s family and 
about 100 other families decided to flee their neighborhood.

The families were spotted by ISIL fighters who shouted at them from afar 
ordering them to stop.  “As soon as we heard their shouts we started 
running as fast as we could,” recalls Ahillah’s mother. “They opened fire 
on us from the other end of the street. People were injured, some were 
left behind, but we kept running and never looked back.” 

“No one was injured in my family, but Ahillah is suffering from dehydra-
tion, she has been receiving medical care since we arrived in Hammam 
al-Alil yesterday. Thank God that we arrived safely, and that these doc-
tors are providing the medical support that we need.”

IOM’s two mobile medical units, funded by Kuwait and UK-DFID, are 
each equipped with medical devices, a patient checkup space, an ex-
amination table and a pharmacy to dispense medications to patients. 
IOM mobile medical units have been working on the ground in areas of 
greatest need, including Hammam Al-Alil, Khazer, Hasansham and Haj 
Ali, to provide care for displaced Iraqis from Mosul. 

Left (©Raber Y. Aziz/IOM Iraq 2017): Displaced children from West Mosul 
and their families have found shelter in Qayara Airstrip emergency site in 
tents provided by the Government of Kuwait. 

Right (©Raber Y. Aziz/IOM Iraq 2017): 

Above (©Sabah Abdulrahman/IOM Iraq 2017):IOM Psychosocial Centers 
in IOM emergency sites Qayara and Haj Ali provide psychosocial first aid, 
emotional support sessions, group and individual counseling, guided 
play for children, activities such as knitting and crafts, and sports includ-
ing ping pong and volleyball. The program is funded by USAID - OFDA. 

Above (©Hala Jaber/IOM Iraq) and right (©Raber Y. Aziz/IOM Iraq): IOM’s 
UK-DFID funded mobile medical clinic, recently in Hammam al-Alil, south-
east of Mosul, provided more than 150 primary health care consultations 
per day for displaced Iraqis, through the services of male and female doc-
tors. The clinic treated respiratory infections, chronic diseases (diabetes, 
hypertension) and minor injuries. Serious cases are referred to hospitals. 

https://twitter.com/IOMIraq
https://twitter.com/IOMIraq
https://www.facebook.com/iomiraqmission
https://twitter.com/IOMIraq
https://www.instagram.com/iom_iraq/
https://twitter.com/IOMIraq
http://iomiraq.net/
mailto:iraqpublicinfo@iom.int
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/

