
The Government of Egypt has made considerable ef-
forts to counter smuggling in migrants and human 
trafficking, including by passing a national counter-
trafficking law (Law 64/2010). However, identification 
and protection of victims of trafficking remain signifi-
cant challenges. The European Union, together with 
the Governments of the Netherlands, Norway and 
Switzerland, is supporting the International Organiza-
tion for Migration (IOM) to implement A Protection 
Project: Supporting governmental and non-
governmental partners to protect migrants’ human 
rights along the East African Route. The 24 month pro-
ject has a total budget of EUR 2.5 million, with 80 per-
cent funding by the European Union. The “Protection 
Project” aims to strengthen the capacities not only of 
the Government of Egypt, but also of IGOs, NGOs, and 
civil society partners.  
 

On 7 August 2014 nearly 30 media officers working in 
different departments and sectors of the National Ra-
dio and Television Union attended a round table on 
the role of media in combating human trafficking. The 
round table was organized by IOM and the Egyptian 
National Coordinating Committee for Combating and 
Preventing Trafficking (NCCTIP).  
 

The overall aim of the roundtable was to highlight the 
prominent role of media in contemporary society, in par-

ticular in reaching wider and diverse audiences and influ-

encing public opinion. The roundtable provided an oppor-

tunity to identify the capacity building needs of the media 

officers to enable them to produce effective reports on 

human trafficking while maintaining the privacy of the 

victims. The round table also helped strengthen the part-

nership between IOM and the media with the aim of 
enhancing the overall protection framework for vic-
tims and for raising awareness in Egypt; and estab-
lished a platform for dialogue and cooperation be-
tween the media and NCCTIP. 
 
The round table began with welcoming remarks by Mr. 
Pasquale Lupoli, the Regional Director of IOM for the 
Middle East and North Africa and Counsellor Ahmed El 
Sergany, the Head of NCCTIP. Mr. Lupoli emphasized 
the significance of the media’s role in combating hu-
man trafficking in Egypt. The Head of NCCTIP dis-
cussed the national efforts of the Egyptian government 
in combatting human trafficking.  
 
Over the course of the day, IOM and NCCTIP provided 
an overview of trafficking in persons, including the 
international and national legal frameworks. Partici-
pants also watched the documentary The Path, pro-
duced by IOM in 2012 which documents common 

types of trafficking in Egypt. Participants engaged in a 
lively discussion and formed working groups to for-
mulate recommendations for future action. Media of-
ficers recognized 
importance of a 
victim-oriented 
counter-trafficking 
strategy and their 
vital role in raising 
public awareness. 
The round table 
represented a first 
promising step to-
wards fruitful co-
operation amongst IOM, the Government of Egypt, civil 
society and media in the fight against trafficking.  
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For further information, please contact: Mr. Michele Bombassei, Protection Project Manager at mbombassei@iom.int - Dr. Amira Mohamed, Head of Capacity Building, Advocacy and Research Unit at ammohamed@iom.int - Tel: +2 02 2736140/1 
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