
 

 

 SITUATION REPORT 10:  IOM SOMALIA RETURNS  19 June —11 July 2014 

IOM Somalia 

OVERVIEW 

 

Forced Returns from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia  
Since December 2013, the total number of forced 
returnees from KSA has increased to 38,164 persons. 
In this reporting period, approximately 2,060 
returnees have arrived in Somalia and out of this, 
more than 1,929 migrants have been assisted by IOM 
and partners, bringing the cumulative number of 
those assisted to 8,209.  
  
Based on previous years’ patterns and returns flows, 
IOM widely expected that the forced returns from 
KSA would reduce during the holy month of 
Ramadhan, but this has not been the case. During this 
reporting period, two newly-deported Third-Country 
Nationals (TCNs) were received, one of whom holds a 
UNHCR refugee certificate issued in Bossaso. IOM is 
coordinating with UNHCR to ensure that the two 
individuals are assisted. With reference to the other 
two Ethiopian nationals reported in previous situation  
 

 
reports, discussions between IOM and the Ethiopian 
Embassy in Mogadishu to facilitate the issuance of 
travel documents are ongoing and will be concluded 
in the coming weeks.  
 
Additionally, psychosocial counselors have observed 
severe cases of trauma that require further 
counselling for a longer period of time. For example, 
counsellors drawn from the Somali Women’s 
Development Centre – IOM’s implementing partner – 
have provided counselling to several cases of severe 
abuse (Refer to migrant story overleaf for further 
information). To this extent, there is a rising need for 
anti-depressants for acute cases of depression.   
   
Polio vaccination continues to be carried out  for all 
forced returnees of all ages by the Ministry of Health 
(MOH) and the World Health Organization, in 
coordination with IOM.  
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IOM transports newly arrived internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) to a UN base in Juba 
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IOM staff handing over NFIs (containing buibui, scarf, baby napkins, soap, among others) 

to a returnee © IOM 2014 (Photo: IOM Somalia)   

HIGHLIGHTS 

 IOM and its partners have assisted more than 8,209 
returnees from KSA and Kenya since December 
2013 and April 2014 respectively. 
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Forced Returns from Kenya  
There have been no forced returns from Kenya since 20 May 2014. In total, 356* Somalis have been 
returned from Kenya since 9 April 2014.  
 

IOM RESPONSE 

IOM continues to provide humanitarian assistance to Somali nationals being forcefully returned from KSA 
and Kenya with the generous support of its partners and donors. The sections below that breakdown needs 
refer to both KSA and Kenya returnees, while the general section includes data per-country. All the figures 
below are cumulative. Highlights include: 
 
General   
Cumulatively, IOM has received and assisted 2,153 women and 6,056 men, as well as 565 girls and 541 boys 
from KSA. There have been no forced returns from Kenya in the reporting period. 

 

Food and non-food items (NFIs) 
 
 9,635 individuals have received food, water and biscuits from IOM.  
 More than 994 individuals have received NFI assistance comprising of clothes, blankets, shelter kits 

and cooking items from IOM.  
 819 dignity kits, a contribution from UNFPA, have been made available to vulnerable female migrants 

by IOM as part of this emergency response.   
 

Health 
 
Doctors and nurses from MOH, in coordination with IOM, continue to provide basic healthcare assistance. 
To date, 335 males and 292 females have benefitted from consultations, medicines, ante/post-natal care, 
psychosocial support, health referral assistance and oral polio vaccinations for all age groups. 
 

Others (Accommodation and Transport) 
 
 613 males and 115 females have received accommodation assistance prior to onward transportation 

to their places of origin. IOM provides the returnees with accommodation for two to four days.  
 IOM provided 422 individuals with onward transportation assistance by road; 669 persons received 

onward transportation assistance by air. 
 More than 7,210 persons received key awareness-raising messages on general health, sanitation and 

unexploded mines, provided by UNMAS and other implementing partners.   
 
 OPERATIONAL CHALLENGES AND GAPS 

 

1. Extreme weather conditions: Due to the sporadic rains and heavy winds blowing from the Indian 
Ocean, one of the tents set up by IOM at the Mogadishu International Airport (MIA) collapsed in June. 
This affected the response’s operations at MIA as the returnees had to use one tent for two days. The 
tent has since been repaired and strengthened.   

2. Onward travel: The shortage of local flights causes slight delays for some returnees during onward 
travel.   

 

 
 

 

 

*According to official statistics from the Somalia Department of Immigration. 
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  For more information contact:       Daihei Mochizuki, Response Coordinator, Email: dmochizuki@iom.int, Tel: +254 731 989 198.   OR 
      Ali Abdi, Chief of Mission, IOM Somalia, Email: aabdi@iom.int, Tel: +254 20 292 6000 
 
 

MIGRANT STORY 
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Age breakdown of Somali Nationals from 
KSA received at the Reception Centre 

(cumulative)

Men (<18)
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Sagal* was deported from Saudi Arabia on 9 June 2014. The 27-year old mother of six went to Saudi Arabia 
while she was seven years old with her family. When she was a teenager, she married a Saudi citizen of mixed 
Saudi-Somali heritage. 
 
Sagal endured a long period of physical and emotional abuse from her husband. Equally, since she doesn’t pos-
sess any legal documents such as a residence visa, the justice system could not offer her the assistance available 
to Saudi citizens. She suffered silently for a long time, resulting in depression. In addition, her husband would 
threaten that if she went to court, he would call the police and have her arrested. All this time, she was afraid to 
tell her family what was happening. In May 2014, while Sagal was pregnant, her husband beat her badly. This 
time, she ran away from him, but he called the police and Sagal was later arrested and imprisoned for two 
months. Upon her release, she was deported to Mogadishu, leaving her family behind.  
 
Sagal arrived in Mogadishu traumatized and worried about her children. She received counselling and anti-
depression medication from the Somali Women’s Development Centre. According to the counselors, Sagal’s de-
pression has been stabilized in the short-term. This is because all her family members are in KSA and she is seri-
ously considering going back to see her children and rejoin her family. She is however troubled that her husband 
will have her arrested again and prevent her from seeing their children.                                       *Name changed to protect identity. 


