
IOM Armenia 
Projects: Migration Policy and Research  
 
As the leading inter-governmental organization that works with migrants and governments to meet 
emerging migration challenges, IOM provides information, advice and support for the development of 
effective migration management policies and strategies.  
 
IOM conducts research on migration issues and disseminates research results through publications 
worldwide. At certain occasions IOM Armenia also carries out research in migration-related fields and 
contributes to research by IOM Headquarters or other IOM Units and Missions.  
 
In 2008 IOM Armenia has contributed to the “Overview of Legislative Practices in the Area of 
Citizenship” and to the preparation of the Migration Profile for Armenia.  
 
Other important publications covering Armenia include, among others, “Analysis of the Institutional 
and Legal Framework and Overview of Cooperation in the Field of Counter-trafficking in Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia” and “Migration Perspectives: Eastern Europe and Central Asia - Planning 
and Managing Labour Migration”.  
 
“Return and Reintegration of Migrants to the South Caucasus, An Explanatory Study” carried out in 
2002 looked at the return and reintegration process of migrants (including people returning with IOM’s 
assistance, persons returning on their own initiative and deported migrants) and assessed the impact 
of returned migrants on their families and communities. The study was the first in its kind and provided 
valuable examples of the problems migrants face when returning to their countries of origin.  

 
Donor 
 

• Swedish Migration Board 
 

Project 
 

• Capacity Building in Migration Management Programme: Armenia Assessment 
 

At the request of the Government of the Republic of Armenia (RA) and with funding from the 
Swedish Migration Board, IOM is conducting an assessment of the migration management in 
Armenia, for the Migration Agency at the Ministry of Territorial Administration of the Republic 
of Armenia; Ministry of Labour and Social Issues and other relevant government agencies 
(such as the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Police) on existing migration management 
capacity. This project is part of the “Cluster Process” between selected South Caucasus 
countries and European Union member states. In the case of Armenia the partnership is with 
Sweden.  
 
The assessment was conducted by independent migration experts, and looks at the current 
policies, legislative bases, structures, procedures, technical capacity and equipment. The 
main purpose of the assessment was to develop recommendations for a new management 
structure capable of dealing more effectively with the issues and challenges facing the 
country in the area of migration. Additionally, a preliminary review of the existing migration-
related legislation was also carried out. The assessment can be used as a baseline analysis 
study, which will provide guidance for designing parts of the RA National Plan of Action for 
Migration and Asylum, currently requested by the European Union, in the European 
Neighbourhood Policy framework. The Assessment has been conducted by Ms. Therése 
Lindström (SMB Sweden) and Mr. Pier Rossi-Longhi (IOM Austria, Technical Cooperation 
Centre for Europe and Central Asia), and Ms. Kristina Galstyan (IOM Armenia). The works of 
the Assessment Team were coordinated by the RA Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  
 
The Project also entailed a study-tour to Sweden for key personnel of RA state bodies dealing 
with migration matters (representatives from RA Ministry of Foreign Affairs, RA Ministry of 



Territorial Administration and its Migration Agency, RA Ministry of Labour and Social Issues, 
RA National Security Service, and RA Police), during which discussions were held on the 
preliminary findings and conclusions produced by the international experts and the agencies 
represented clarified missing or incorrect information and gave final comments before final 
presentation of the Assessment to the Armenian Government. 
 
On 7 May 2008, the Executive Summary of the "Review of Migration Management in 
Armenia. Assessment Mission Report" was discussed with the representatives of Armenian 
Government, including the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Territorial Administration and 
its Migration Agency, Police, President Administration, Ministry of Labour and Social Issues 
and its State Occupation Service Agency, National Security Service and its Border Guards 
Troops, Ministry of Economy, Ministry of Justice. The general feedback from the government 
officials was that the Assessment Report is a very thorough piece of research, and that it was 
prepared in an opportune time just when the Armenian Government has initiated reforms of 
Migration Management in the country. These reforms include also structural changes and 
creation of a centralized Governmental unit dealing with issues of Citizenship and Migration. 
The relevant Government bodies are waiting to receive the full Report and consider the 
recommendations by the Assessment Team. 
 
On 8 May 2008, as part of the Migration Management Coordination Meeting for International 
and Foreign Organizations chaired by IOM Mission in Armenia, the Executive Summary of the 
"Review of Migration Management in Armenia - Assessment Mission Report" was discussed 
with the representatives of international organizations working in the field of migration 
management in Armenia. The feedback was positive here also.  
 
The assessment builds into future projects where more concrete recommendations will be 
formulated.  
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