
  

 

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #44: Cities & local authorities 

UPDATE  

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

This snapshot updates #22. These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest research, infor-
mation and analysis in a fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 
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New research & analysis on cities, lo-

cal authorities & COVID-19  

What can we learn from Latin America’s 

solidarity cities?, by M. Godoy and H. Bau-

der 

Migrants and mayors are the unsung he-

roes of COVD-19. Here’s why, by R. Mug-

gah and V. Zanuso 

We need sanctuary cities and resilience 

during the COVID-19 pandemic, by G. Hud-

son  

UNESCO learning cities’ response to COVID

-19 — Refugees and migrants, by UNESCO 

(webinar) 

The importance of migrants for cities  

and local authorities 

Migrants primarily live in urban spaces, contrib-

uting to the socioeconomic, cultural and, at times, 

political life of cities. While their importance in 

cities’ labour market has been long-standing, the 

pandemic has revealed for some their crucial role 

on the frontline in times of crisis.  

The city of Buenos Aires, Argentina, has thus au-

thorized Venezuelan migrants whose foreign quali-

fications were not yet recognized to work in health 

care systems. Some German states, such as Saxony, 

have also lobbied national authorities to allow mi-

grant doctors to provide medical assistance during 

the pandemic. 

 

Pre-existing inequalities in urban spaces 

The pandemic has revealed and exacerbated pre-existing inequalities 

for people living in some cities, especially for those from marginalized 

groups, including migrants. This is not only the case in megacities and 

other big cities with important informal settlements, such as slums or 

favelas, that are hosting more than 1 billion people worldwide. Ine-

qualities have also been revealed and exacerbated in cites of OECD 

countries, such as the United States and Canada. Reducing inequalities 

is increasingly presented as a prerequisite for effective preparedness 

and response to the COVID-19 pandemic and future crises.   

 

Did you know?  

While global statistics on 

the number of migrants in 

cities are not readily avail-

able, it is estimated that 

19% of the world’s foreign 

born population lives in 

global or world cities.  

https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2020-chapter-11
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/what-can-we-learn-from-latin-americas-solidarity-cities/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/what-can-we-learn-from-latin-americas-solidarity-cities/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/migrants-and-mayors-are-the-unsung-heroes-of-covid-19-heres-why/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/migrants-and-mayors-are-the-unsung-heroes-of-covid-19-heres-why/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/we-need-sanctuary-cities-and-resilience-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/we-need-sanctuary-cities-and-resilience-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=102my4Yabew
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=102my4Yabew
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_15_-_migrants_on_the_frontline_0.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_15_-_migrants_on_the_frontline_0.pdf
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/sociedad/coronavirus-municipios-provincia-buenos-aires-sumaran-medicos-nid2346577
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/24151/needed-migrant-medics-to-fight-covid-19-in-germany
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/interview/2020/04/01/coronavirus-cities-urban-poor
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2019/goal-11/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/interview/2020/04/01/coronavirus-cities-urban-poor
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/interview/2020/04/01/coronavirus-cities-urban-poor
https://prosperitynow.org/blog/how-covid-19-deepening-inequalities-across-us-cities
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/low-income-immigrants-covid-19-infection-1.5566384
https://www.wri.org/blog/2020/04/coronavirus-inequality-cities
https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/urbanisation-et-migration
https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/urbanisation-et-migration
https://migrationdataportal.org/themes/urbanisation-et-migration


  

 

This COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot has been produced by IOM Research (research@iom.int).  

Important disclaimer: The opinions expressed in this document are those of the authors and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of IOM.  The inclusion or presentation of material does not imply the expression of 
any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  

Supporting cities   

As epicenters of the pandemic, some cities face im-

portant financial challenges to address the many im-

pacts of COVID-19, including for those faced by mar-

ginalized groups. Some philanthropic foundations 

have come to their support, such as the Open Socie-

ty Foundations which for instance supports the cities 

of New York, Budapest and Milan through USD 130 

million funding dedicated to respond to COVID-19. 

Support through sharing of good practices has also 

bee provided by coalitions of cities.  

Selected resources listing good prac-

tices of cities and local authorities  

 Live action tracker: Municipal migrant & 
refugee sensitive COVID-19 response & 
recovery efforts, Mayors Migration 
Council 

 Migrants, refugees and asylum seekers, 
in Intercultural Cities: COVID-19 Special 
page, Council of Europe  

 Cities and regions share practices on 
COVID-19 information for migrants,  Eu-
ropean Commission  

 

Relocation of migrant children 

Some ten European cities have proposed to EU leaders to relocate unaccompanied migrant children from 

Greece. These include Amsterdam, Barcelona and Leipzig. Out of these ten cities, seven are in countries 

which have not pledged to participate in the European Commission’s relocation efforts.  

 

Worldwide solidarity cities  

As mentioned in snapshot #22, so-called ‘sanctuary cities’ and mayors primarily located in North Ameri-

ca have been actively engaged in supporting migrants during the pandemic. From New York City, Los 

Angeles, Nashville, and Chicago, to Toronto, support measures for migrants have included the sharing 

of information on COVID-19, cash payments, access to testing and healthcare and/or broader access to 

benefits and services irrespective of their migration status.  

But, beyond these typical sanctuary cities, a number of cities and local authorities worldwide are show-

ing solidarity for migrants in the context of the current pandemic. Similarly as in sanctuary cities, soli-

darity has taken the form of distribution of food (such as in Soacha, Colombia, and Kerala, India), ac-

commodation support for homeless persons (such as in São Paolo, Brazil), cash assistance for vulnerable 

groups of the population (such as in Bogotá, Colombia).  

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/migrants-and-mayors-are-the-unsung-heroes-of-covid-19-heres-why/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/
https://www1.nyc.gov/office-of-the-mayor/news/262-20/mayor-de-blasio-new-york-city-covid-19-immigrant-emergency-relief-program-open
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/04/migrants-and-mayors-are-the-unsung-heroes-of-covid-19-heres-why/
https://docs.google.com/document/u/1/d/e/2PACX-1vRqMtCR8xBONCjntcDmiKv0m4-omNzJxkEB2X2gMZ_uqLeiiQv-m2Pb9aZq4AlDvw/pub#h.rjaa1r5tvatr
https://docs.google.com/document/u/1/d/e/2PACX-1vRqMtCR8xBONCjntcDmiKv0m4-omNzJxkEB2X2gMZ_uqLeiiQv-m2Pb9aZq4AlDvw/pub#h.rjaa1r5tvatr
https://docs.google.com/document/u/1/d/e/2PACX-1vRqMtCR8xBONCjntcDmiKv0m4-omNzJxkEB2X2gMZ_uqLeiiQv-m2Pb9aZq4AlDvw/pub#h.rjaa1r5tvatr
https://www.coe.int/en/web/interculturalcities/covid-19-special-page#{%2262433518%22:[6]}
https://www.coe.int/en/web/interculturalcities/covid-19-special-page#{%2262433518%22:[6]}
https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/news/cities-and-regions-share-practices-on-covid-19-information-for-migrants
https://ec.europa.eu/migrant-integration/news/cities-and-regions-share-practices-on-covid-19-information-for-migrants
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/24/cities-lobby-eu-to-offer-shelter-to-migrant-children-from-greece
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_22_cities_and_local_authorities.pdf
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/immigrants/help/city-services/resources-for-immigrant-communities-during-covid-19-pandemic.page
https://cd13.lacity.org/news/covid-19-update-state-assistance-immigrants-los-angeles
https://cd13.lacity.org/news/covid-19-update-state-assistance-immigrants-los-angeles
https://www.tnimmigrant.org/health
https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/491572-chicago-mayor-signs-order-ensuring-immigrants-and-refugees-have-access
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/we-need-sanctuary-cities-and-resilience-during-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.wsj.com/articles/a-mayor-fights-covid-19-with-free-food-as-colombia-faces-rising-toll-11590840001
https://www.docdroid.net/5tK0zLY/kerala-case-study-31march2020-pdf#page=3
https://www.docdroid.net/RQY0IVB/covid19-sao-paulo-citymarch26-pdf
https://www.citiesforglobalhealth.org/initiative/apoyo-familias-en-condicion-de-pobreza-y-vulnerabilidad

