
  

 

This snapshot updates #7. These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest information and 
analysis in a  fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 
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New research & analysis on displaced         
populations and COVID-19 

Challenges Facing Syrian Refugees and Jordan: 
Pressures from a Pandemic by Elizabeth Ferris et 
al. 

Least Protected, Most Affected: Migrants and ref-
ugees facing extraordinary risks during the COVID-
19 pandemic by the International Federation of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 

Unspoken inequality: how COVID-19 has exacer-
bated existing vulnerabilities of asylum-seekers, 
refugees, and undocumented migrants in South 
Africa by Ferdinand Mukumbang, Anthony Ambe 
& Babatope Adebiyi  

Precarious systemic resilience: Venezuelan immi-
gration and COVID-19 in the Andean region by 
Luisa Feline Feier and Marta Luzes  

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #63: Displaced Populations Impacts Update 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

Funding shortfalls and humanitarian assistance 

Despite the adoption of financial mechanisms to recover from the socio-

economic impacts of the pandemic, humanitarian organizations are facing 

critical underfunding leading to a shortage in resources directed for humani-

tarian operations. Several agencies have significantly reduced their capacity 

as funding from donor states have been stretched or diverted.  

The latest update to the UN-led Global Humanitarian Response Plan (GHRP) 

mentioned that humanitarian partners continue to face funding shortfalls  

with almost $6  billion (59.9%)  of  requirements still unmet. This funding 

gap is leaving millions of displaced people at heightened risk and in need of 

protection and assistance. 

 
Populations at risk: Implications of 
COVID-19 for hunger, migration and 

displacement 
 
IOM and the World 

Food Programme have 

released a joint report 

that shows how the 

pandemic has driven 

up food insecurity and 

explores the impact of 

the pandemic on the 

livelihoods and protec-

tion of migrant work-

ers and the forcibly 

displaced. 

Source: Financial Tracking      

Service, OCHA 

https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_7_displaced_population_impacts.pdf
https://wrmcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Jordan_Summary-Report_WRMC_Nov2020.pdf
https://wrmcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Jordan_Summary-Report_WRMC_Nov2020.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IFRC-report-COVID19-migrants-least-protected-most-affected.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IFRC-report-COVID19-migrants-least-protected-most-affected.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/IFRC-report-COVID19-migrants-least-protected-most-affected.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12939-020-01259-4
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12939-020-01259-4
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12939-020-01259-4
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12939-020-01259-4
https://migrationpolicycentre.eu/docs/migreshub/MigResHub-commentary-No5.pdf
https://migrationpolicycentre.eu/docs/migreshub/MigResHub-commentary-No5.pdf
http://mptf.undp.org/factsheet/fund/COV00
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_50_socio-economic_imapct_on_migration_and_migrants_update_0.pdf
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_50_socio-economic_imapct_on_migration_and_migrants_update_0.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/GHRP_ProgressReport_17NOV.pdf
https://www.fmreview.org/sites/fmr/files/FMRdownloads/en/issue64/betts-eastoncalabria-pincock.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/GHRP_ProgressReport_17NOV.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/9/5f6368d04/critical-underfunding-exacerbated-covid-19-pushing-displaced-people-edge.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/9/5f6368d04/critical-underfunding-exacerbated-covid-19-pushing-displaced-people-edge.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/world/populations-risk-implications-covid-19-hunger-migration-and-displacement-november-2020
https://fts.unocha.org/emergencies/911/summary/2020
https://fts.unocha.org/emergencies/911/summary/2020
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any opinion whatsoever on the part of IOM, or of any of its members or partners.  

Access to vaccines 

In order to guarantee that nobody is left behind, IOM issued 

an urgent call for Governments to include migrants in their 

Covid-19 vaccination plans.  

“Vaccines are among our most critical and cost-effective tools 

to prevent outbreaks and keep communities safe and 

healthy,” stressed IOM’s Senior Regional Health Advi-

sor, Dr. Jaime Calderon. “Countries must intensify efforts to 

ensure no one is left behind and all migrants – no matter their 

legal status – have access to life-saving benefits of vaccines.”    

Identified by WHO as a critical issue in fighting COVID-19, ac-

cess to vaccines for developing countries is central to an effec-

tive global response. Public health groups are lobbying devel-

oped countries to donate a portion of their COVID-19 vaccine 

supplies to people living in conflict zones and refugee camps.   

Refugee resettlement during the pandemic 

As a result of border closures, flight cancellation and the pausing of resettlement programmes, the num-

ber of refugees resettled in safe countries during 2020 is estimated to be the lowest in almost two dec-

ades. According to UNHCR, around 15,000 refugees were settled in the first nine months of 2020, com-

pared to 50,000 over the same period in 2019. With more than 149 countries closing their borders and at 

least 72 counties refusing to admit asylum seekers, the existing situation has seriously impacted refugee 

and asylum seekers’ rights to access international protection. 

Overlapping crises fuel more displacements 

Despite the imposed mobility restrictions caused by Covid-19, increased movements across borders have 

taken place. Escalating violence and environmental disasters have contributed to new displacements 

worldwide. This year's unprecedented storm season is forcing more people to migrate. In the Sahel re-

gion, flooding added new hardships for people fleeing violence in which more than 2.7 million people 

have been forced to flee their homes. The mobility restrictions have added another layer of complexity as 

migrants continue to embark on perilous journeys.  

 

Did you know? 

Around 14.6 million  new inter-

nal displacements were record-

ed across 127 countries and 

territories between January 

and June 2020. 

Conflict and violence account-

ed for 4.8 million new internal 

displacements in the first half 

of 2020, primarily in Africa and 

the Middle East, a million more 

than in the first half of 2019. 

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
https://www.iom.int/news/include-migrants-vaccine-plans-iom-urges-regional-health-conference
https://twitter.com/WHOSEARO/status/1340961405462327297
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/nov/20/wealthy-nations-urged-to-give-portion-of-covid-vaccine-as-humanitarian-buffer
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/climate-and-people/numbers-refugees-resettled-has-plummeted-covid-19-crisis-un/#_ga=2.26762612.899696294.1606897846-275567660.1606897846
https://www.unhcr.org/refugeebrief/the-refugee-brief-20-november-2020/
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/11/5fb4e6f24/unhcr-warns-2020-risks-lowest-resettlement-levels-recent-history.html%23_ga=2.26762612.899696294.1606897846-275567660.1606897846
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/GHRP_ProgressReport_17NOV.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/GHRP_ProgressReport_17NOV.pdf
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2020/12/5fc74f754/climate-change-multiplying-risks-displacement.html
https://www.internal-displacement.org/crises/coronavirus
https://www.internal-displacement.org/expert-opinion/covid-19-and-internal-displacement-in-asia-pacific-towards-local-rapid-and-inclusive
https://news.trust.org/item/20201115184335-risqb/#_ga=2.216562015.899696294.1606897846-275567660.1606897846
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2020/10/5f894b234/unhcr-warns-mounting-needs-sahel-forced-displacement-intensifies.html#_ga=2.252680640.899696294.1606897846-275567660.1606897846
https://migrationdataportal.org/themen/migration-data-relevant-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.internal-displacement.org/publications/internal-displacement-2020-mid-year-update
https://www.internal-displacement.org/publications/internal-displacement-2020-mid-year-update
https://www.internal-displacement.org/publications/internal-displacement-2020-mid-year-update

