
  

 

COVID-19 Analytical Snapshot #75: Labour Mobility 

Understanding the migration & mobility implications of COVID-19 

This snapshot updates #40. These COVID-19 Analytical Snapshots are designed to capture the latest research, infor-
mation and analysis in a fast-moving environment.  Topics will be repeated from time to time as analysis develops.  

If you have an item to include, please email us at research@iom.int. 
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New research & analysis on COVID-19 and  labour mobility   
 

“Disposable” and “essential”: Changes in the global hierarchies of migrant workers after COVID-19 

by Anna Triandafyllidou and Lucia Nalbandian 

Covid-19 and Systemic Resilience: Rethinking the Impacts of Migrant Workers and Labour Migration 

Policies , by Bridget Anderson, Friedrich Poeschel, and Martin Ruhs  

Being on the Frontline? Immigrant Workers in Europe and the COVID-19 Pandemic by Francesco Fasani 

and Jacopo Mazza 

The outbreak of Covid-19 in Malaysia: Pushing migrant workers at the margin by Andika Wahab 

On occasion of the pandemic: Reflections on Egyptian Labour Migration by Ibrahim Awad 

Migrant workers among the hardest 
hit by COVID-19 pandemic 

 
“As countries emerge from this crisis 

and lockdowns are lifted we have a re-
ally important opportunity to build back 

better. And that must be for migrant 
workers as well. The contribute so 

much to our societies. And we need to 
upgrade our labor migration policies 
and approaches to make them fairer, 

safer and more inclusive. And that 
means adopting policy frameworks that 
protect migrant workers, provide them 
with access to decent work and actively 

engage the social partners. “ 
 

Guy Rider— ILO Director General 

COVID-19 and the world of work 
 
Globally, the pandemic resulted both in em-
ployment losses and a reduction of working 
hours. The data  shows the impact has dis-
proportionally affected sectors with a high 
incidence of migrant employment, such as 
hospitality, retail and construction. While 
there are strong indicators of growth for 
the second half of 2021, it is necessary to 
put in place the right policies to ensure an 
even recovery for migrant workers.  

Source: ILO 

https://publications.iom.int/books/covid-19-and-transformation-migration-and-mobility-globally-disposable-and-essential-changes
https://cadmus.eui.eu/handle/1814/68235
https://cadmus.eui.eu/handle/1814/68235
http://ftp.iza.org/dp13963.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2590291120300620
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/imig.12818
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gWGchxEwug&feature=emb_logo
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_767028.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/344523689_Migrants_Workers_in_Tourism_and_Hospitality_Industry_Effect_of_COVID-19
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/covid-19-has-worsened-disadvantage-facing-migrants-in-ireland-1.4457693
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/malaysia-migrant-workers-prone-to-covid-19-due-to-dangerous-dirty-and-difficult-working-conditions-as-nation-lifts-lockdown/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2021/01/05/global-economy-to-expand-by-4-percent-in-2021-vaccine-deployment-and-investment-key-to-sustaining-the-recovery
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/labour-migration/events-training/WCMS_748907/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_767028.pdf
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COVID-19 impacts men and women 
differently. Migrant women face and 
an additional layer of vulnerability, 
often resulting from working in high-
risk sectors such as care, cleaning 
and domestic work while at the 
same time facing difficulties in ac-
cessing appropriate healthcare. 
Studies have shown that immigrant 
women are among the hardest hit by 
the pandemic but it also presents an 
opportunity to ’build back better’ as 
illustrated by initiatives that have 
sprung in the UK, Ireland, Australia 
and across Asia.    

Putting food on the table 

Migrant workers provide critical labor 
and skills  in the agri-food sector. Im-

pacts on mobility brought a shortfall of workers,  
obliging countries to rethink retention and recruit-
ment strategies to ensure food supply chains re-
mained unaffected. In Australia, seasonal workers 
'programs were extended for up to 12 months to 
cater for  the required farm work. In Germany,  
farmers were allowed to organize charter flights 
for up to 40,000 Romanian and Bulgarian workers 
for the harvesting season. Meanwhile in Canada, 
requirements for labor market  assessments were 
waived for the duration of the pandemic. Excep-
tional employment measures were also intro-
duced in key sectors such as healthcare and other 
frontline services. France is fast-tracking access to 
citizenship for workers and similar campaigns for 
greater citizenship and residency rights are gaining 
traction in Ireland,  Canada and the UK. 

Social protection for    
migrant workers 

Migrant workers face specific challenges 
in accessing social protection, including 
healthcare and income security.  
 
Brazil, Japan, Trinidad and Tobago and 
Ireland are among countries which ex-
tended income support to migrants, in-
cluding those undocumented during the 
pandemic.  But in order to address its 
medium and long-term impacts more will 
need to be done to bring migrant work-
ers and their families into the  existing 
national social protection systems in or-
der to prevent fragmentation. Countries 
can learn from this emerging practices   
and work towards a wider reach that in-
corporates those in the informal econo-
my and in irregular situations. 

Source: Migration Policy Institute 

COVID-19 and Women Migrant Workers 

https://www.iom.int/migration-research
http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/covid-19_and_human_development_-_gender_dashboards_final.pdf
https://rosanjose.iom.int/SITE/en/blog/additional-risks-covid-19-migrant-women-and-how-address-them-0
https://www.un.org/en/un-urges-protection-domestic-workers%E2%80%99-rights-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://theconversation.com/coronavirus-shows-how-hard-it-is-for-ethnic-minority-and-migrant-women-to-access-healthcare-148153
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/COVID-19-Unemployment-Women-FS-FINAL.pdf
https://oecd-development-matters.org/2021/01/28/covid-19-an-opportunity-to-build-back-better-for-women-migrant-workers/
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/voices/q-and-a-how-migrant-women-in-the-uk-are-joining-together-in-the-era-of-covid-19
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/social-affairs/migrant-women-create-ireland-s-first-carers-co-operative-1.4310938
https://www.mcwh.com.au/reaching-migrant-women-during-covid-19/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=reaching-migrant-women-during-covid-19
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/news-and-events/stories/2020/12/lives-on-the-frontline
https://youtu.be/NA8_2GTJ9YM
https://rdariverina.org.au/news/2020/4/6/covid-19-changes-to-visa-arrangements-for-agricultural-workers
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/18/world/europe/coronavirus-german-farms-migrant-workers-airlift.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/corporate/notices.html#tfw
https://www.nationalhealthexecutive.com/Health-Care-News/uk-home-office-nhs-doctors-nurses-visa
https://www.nationalhealthexecutive.com/Health-Care-News/uk-home-office-nhs-doctors-nurses-visa
https://www.irishexaminer.com/news/arid-40211378.html
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/pandemic-border/can-the-covid-19-crisis-be-an-opportunity-for-canadas-migrant-farmworkers/
https://edm.parliament.uk/early-day-motion/56815/citizenship-rights-for-key-workers-during-the-covid19-pandemic
https://blogs.worldbank.org/voices/social-protection-migrants-during-covid-19-crisis-right-and-smart-choice
https://reliefweb.int/report/brazil/brazil-operation-covid-19-response-august-2020
https://www.tsunagujapan.com/japan-covid-19-special-payment-from-the-government/#hlK9NUM3DAP56OV
https://www.finance.gov.tt/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Form_A_-_COVID-19_Guidelines_For_Employers-Employees_26_March_2020_FINAL.pdf
https://www.gov.ie/en/service/be74d3-covid-19-pandemic-unemployment-payment/
https://www.iom.int/sites/default/files/documents/covid-19_analytical_snapshot_65_irregularity_update.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---soc_sec/documents/publication/wcms_748979.pdf
https://socialprotection.org/discover/blog/migrants-and-covid-19-%E2%80%93-emerging-practices
https://www.gi-escr.org/blog/undocumented-migrants-social-rights-in-the-time-of-covid-19
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/sites/default/files/publications/COVID-19-Unemployment-Women-FS-FINAL.pdf

