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12 June 2016— On 8 June, IOM Kuwait launched its second national awareness 
campaign titled “Together Against Trafficking.” The campaign, which runs from 8 
June to 5 July, is being carried out under the auspices of the Deputy Prime Minister 
and the Minister of Interior of Kuwait, and will be located at four popular malls in 
Kuwait during the Holy Month of Ramadan. 

The aim of this campaign is to raise the awareness of the general public about the 
concept of trafficking in persons and the occurrence of trafficking in Kuwait and the 
Middle East region generally. It also seeks to educate the public on how to identify 
victims of trafficking, as well as publicize resources available to those who may have 
been trafficked, thereby increasing the understanding of citizens and expatriates 
alike who may be unaware of issues of trafficking and labour exploitation. 

In recent years, the Ministry of Social Affairs and Labour in Kuwait recognized the 
need to build a shelter for expatriates, as many foreign residents and workers who 
had fled their workplaces had limited options for seeking assistance. 

For the campaign, IOM Kuwait has collaborated with the Ministry of Interior to 
produce brochures that aim to expand the knowledge of residents of Kuwait on 
human trafficking. These will be distributed during the campaign and provide 
guidelines for: 
 • Foreign Labour – Rights and Duties, 
 • Duties of the employer towards foreign labour, 
 • Kuwait’s efforts in combatting human trafficking 
 • Criminalizing human trafficking in the State of Kuwait  
IOM Kuwait’s Chief of Mission, Iman Ereiqat, said in reference to the campaign, “It is 
important to create awareness among the community, as many people do not realize 
the true extent of trafficking in persons.”

IOM’s work on counter-trafficking in Kuwait focuses on training staff of various 
Ministries in Kuwait on the concept of human trafficking. In the trainings, officials 

receive information on labour rights as set down in national laws and international 
conventions. Additionally, shelter staff build their capacity in managing the 
government shelter for foreign workers in accordance with international standards, 
and the police force is trained on combatting human trafficking. 

In 2015, IOM Kuwait trained 64 participants on various trafficking-related issues from 
the Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Information and the 
Public Authority for Manpower.

Through the Assisted Voluntary Return and Reintegration (AVRR) programme, IOM 
Kuwait assisted 29 victims of trafficking last year. The IOM office in Kuwait also 
cooperates with the Ministry of Interior to help victims of trafficking in accessing the 
shelter for expatriates by acting as the initial referral point. 

The awareness raising 
campaign will be 
carried out at the 
following locations in 
Kuwait: 
• June 12-13: 
     Marina Mall

• June 14-15: 
     Souq Sharqia 

• July 4-5: 
     Gate Mall

        For more information, please contact Mohammed el Zarkani, Programme Manager-GCC, Tel.: +965 2530 8169   Email: iomkuwait@iom.int 
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