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28 July—Saturday 30 July will mark the World Day Against Trafficking in Persons. It 
is a day to remember victims of trafficking, celebrate steps forward in combatting 
trafficking and engage in a dialogue on how to move forward with combatting this 
gross violation of human rights.

In 2015, 758 victims of trafficking were assisted in the MENA region. Over half of 
those (419 people) were working in forced labour conditions, with an additional 
233 people in situations of forced labour and sexual exploitation. The overwhelming 
majority of assisted victims of trafficking (666 people) were women. Minors made up 
around 12% of those assisted. These 758 people are only the IOM supported cases 
in the region—the actual number of victims of trafficking is likely significantly higher.

One person who is still receiving assistance is Angie, a Malagasy woman who came 
to Kuwait to work as a housemaid. A dispute with another housemaid drove Angie to 
run away. Once outside the protection of her contract, Angie suffered a stroke, leaving 
her unable to work, pay for her hospital bills or send money home to Madagascar 
to support her two young daughters. Without money or protection, Angie was in an 
extremely vulnerable situation. 

After being contacted by the embassy, IOM visited Angie in the hospital, and when 
well enough, transferred her to a shelter for victims of trafficking and exploited 
labourers run by the Government of Kuwait, where she gets regular health care 
free of charge. Once she is recovered, IOM will coordinate with the governments of 
Kuwait and Madagascar to get Angie back home. 

At a policy level, IOM engages with partner governments, NGOs, related agencies, 
and civil society to raise awareness with governments and communities of origin 
and destination about how to identify trafficking, how to engage with victims of 
trafficking, and how to ensure that proper protections are put in place

Within the MENA region, IOM has undertaken several initiatives in the past year to 
combat human trafficking:

In Tunisia, the “Not for Sale” campaign works with local youths who may be at risk of 
undertaking irregular migration and therefore particularly susceptible to trafficker’s 
lures. The young people on the programme are taught the art of filmmaking, and 

they have made short films (available here) to be shared with their communities and 
beyond about the dangers of irregular migration.

Just last week, Tunisia passed a new law (29/2015) aimed at combatting human 
trafficking. IOM has provided technical support to the Government of Tunisia against 
trafficking in persons and protecting victims of trafficking since 2011. 

Next door in Libya, IOM has worked with MercyCorps to produce a series of animated 
videos aimed at alerting migrants who are already in Libya of the risks of attempting 
irregular onward migration, including increased risk of human trafficking. 

During the month of Ramadan (June-early July) of this year, IOM Kuwait carried out 
a campaign aimed at promoting public awareness about what constitutes human 
trafficking, as well as the legal structures in place in Kuwait that prohibit trafficking.

More needs to be done to protect victims of trafficking in protracted crisis situations 
including in Iraq, Libya, Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic and Yemen. The Migrants in 
Countries in Crisis (MICIC) Initiative released a policy brief outlining steps that can be 
taken to protect vulnerable victims of trafficking in fragile security contexts.

        For more information, please contact Sarah Craggs, Migrant Assistance Division Regional Thematic Specialist, at scraggs@iom.int.   
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Left:  Angie shows the medication she takes to aid her recovery from a stroke. Right: Tunisian young people make 
films about the dangers of irregular migration, such as suceptibility to human trafficking. ©IOM 2016
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