
19 August-What began in 2003 as a commemoration of 
22 humanitarians dying in a bombing of UN Headquar-
ters in Baghdad has since turned into a global celebra-
tion of the humanitarian spirit.  
 
World Humanitarian Day honors those humanitarian 
workers who have lost their lives as well as those who 
continue to put themselves at risk to provide aid to peo-
ple in need. It is also a day to recognize the work being 
done by people within their own communities, and in-
spire others to be involved, active and engaged in de-
manding and creating a more humane world.  
 
With an unprecedented number of people affected by 
crises globally, humanitarian organizations and their 
staff work closely with local populations, often in areas 
of precarious security, to bring immediate assistance. 
 
“Being an operational and field-based organization IOM 
also recognizes the fact that the crucial humanitarian 
work is done at the field level and largely depends on a 
collaborative effort between States, partners, and the 
local communities,” says Director General William 
Swing.  
 
IOM has over 1,500 people working in the Middle East 
and North Africa, the majority of whom are national 
staff, enabling the organization to access hard to reach 
areas. These individuals work with local communities to 
provide assistance in the form of non-food items, shel-
ter and housing assistance, healthcare, assistance to 
victims of trafficking, livelihood assistance programmes, 
and psycho-social support programmes such as a recent 
project carried out by IOM trainers and community facil-

itators working against early marriage in Syria. In the 
planning and implementation stages of all projects, IOM 
strives to ensure that gender specificities, humanitarian 
principles, protection concerns and the environment are 
taken into account. 
 
In addition to providing direct assistance, IOM devel-
oped the Migration Crisis Operational Framework 
(MCOF) in 2012. The MCOF was designed as a tool to 
capture the complex human mobility patterns that 
emerge from crises contributing to a more coherent and 
strategic approach to humanitarian crises that have im-
plications for mobility. The MCOF helps governments, as 
well as IOM and its partners, adopt structured and co-
herent approaches at all stages of a crisisthat extend 
beyond traditional humanitarian sectors of assistance to 
sectors such as humanitarian border management and 
counter-trafficking in emergency situations.  
 
In 2015, IOM responded to several large-scale emergen-
cies simultaneously while operating at only 13% of fund-
ing needs, including in Yemen, Syria and neighboring 

countries and Iraq. Additionally, protracted conflicts 
such as those in Libya and Sudan continued to be re-
sponsible for a large portion of the humanitarian needs 
in the first half of the year.  
 
IOM is pleased to continue working with UN partner 
OCHA on the lead-up to next year’s World Humanitarian 
Summit as well as on World Humanitarian Day activities 
regionally: 
 
In Syria, IOM will be one of several organizations taking 
part in an OCHA led photo exhibition.  
 
The Regional Office, based in Cairo, will be present at a 
race organized by OCHA and local running group Cairo 
Runners for an awareness raising run around Zamalek 
neighborhood on August 21, as well as participating in 
the OCHA led #ShareHumanity social media campaign.  
 
Additionally, IOM Iraq will be holding an independent 
photo exhibition in two locations in Iraq and one in Ge-
neva, where photos will be on display at IOM Headquar-
ters in Geneva until August 28.  
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