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On Wednesday, 01 May, Ibn Khaldoon Hospital, the health facility closest to a military camp in Lahj governorate where at least 1,400 
migrants are being held, reported eight deaths from complications related to acute watery diarrhea (AWD). Other groups have 
reported the death toll to be much higher, which IOM is investigating. The authorities have also alerted IOM of at least 200 AWD 
cases at the same detention site.

As detention conditions remain squalid and in non-civilian locations, particularly in Lahj, the health conditions of the migrants will 
continue to deteriorate, affecting more and more vulnerable people.

Since Sunday, 21 April, authorities in Aden have been arbitrarily detaining migrants. IOM estimates that nearly 5,000 people, the vast 
majority of whom are Ethiopian, are being held across three makeshift detention sites in Yemen’s Aden, Abyan and Lahj governorates.

None of the three sites - two sports stadiums and a military camp - are designed to accommodate people and they are all badly 
damaged by the conflict. The conditions in each site are dire, with no access to basic services. IOM is providing life saving assistance 
in the 22nd of May stadium and is working with partners to ensure assistance reaches those held in Abyan.
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AN IOM DOCTOR RESPONDS TO AN URGENT MEDICAL CASE IN IOM’S MOBILE CLINIC AT 
THE 22ND OF MAY SPORTS COMPLEX. PHOTO: HEADON/IOM 2019

IOM PROVIDES OVER 70,000 LITRES OF CLEAN WATER TO 
22ND OF MAY STADIUM DAILY.  PHOTO: HEADON/IOM 2019

A YOUNG MIGRANT AT 22ND MAY STADIUM WHERE OVER 
2,500 PEOPLE ARE DETAINED.. PHOTO: HEADON/IOM 2019
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IOM’S RESPONSE
Coordination: IOM is chairing the Mixed Migration Working Group (MMWG) and working with partners to fill critical response gaps. 
IOM is engaging with the authorities to advocate for the release of those detained and, should that not be possible, the relocation 
of the migrants to suitable civilian sites. This is most urgent for those held in Lahj, who will need health screening before relocation.

Health: IOM’s health team in the 22nd of May stadium and sports complex are now present 24 hours a day and able to respond 
to emergency needs and refer cases for further treatment. Between 26 April and 01 May, IOM’s doctors have carried out 1,113 
health consultations at the 22nd of May stadium. The most common cases they are treating are general weakness, respiratory tract 
infections and gastrointestinal diseases. IOM is travelling to Ibn Khaldoon Hospital on Thursday, 02 May, to set up an emergency 
diarrhea treatment centre, as the facility is overwhelmed with AWD cases from the Lahj military camp detention site. 

WASH: IOM is carrying out an integrated WASH and health response in the 22nd of May stadium to combat the spread of 
communicable disease. Through the rehabilitation of existing toilets and installation of emergency latrines, IOM provided the migrants 
with access to 30 latrines in total with more underway. IOM is now trucking in over 20,000 litres of drinking water and 50,000 litres 
of water for other uses to the 22nd of May stadium. Handwashing stations have been installed throughout the site and cleaning 
campaigns are underway to clear rubbish and rubble.

Food: IOM has been providing food to the migrants at the stadium each day.

KEY CONCERNS
• The conditions in the military camp in Lahj are further deteriorating and it is anticipated that more migrants may die without 

intervention;
• Humanitarians cannot safely respond to humanitarian needs in a military camp in a conflict zone;
• Cases of AWD could easily increase, should migrants be relocated from the Lahj military camp to another site before appropriate 

health screenings are carried out;
• The military are still guarding and managing the detention sites, which poses protection concerns for all detained and in particular 

the women, girls and boys;
• Any movement of the migrants back to their countries of origin should be voluntary, safe and dignified.
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IOM’S RESPONSE IN YEMEN IS SUPPORTED BY

A WOMAN MIGRANT RECEIVES BODY SOAP AS PART OF A 
DIGNITY KIT. PHOTO: HEADON/IOM 2019

MIGRANTS RECEIVE EMERGENCY CARE FROM IOM 
HEALTH TEAMS. PHOTO: HEADON/IOM 2019
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MIGRANTS SET UP FOR THE NIGHT IN THE DESTROYED 22ND OF MAY STADIUM WHERE THE 
MAJORITY OF THOSE DETAINED SLEEP. PHOTO: HEADON/IOM 2019


