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Established in 1951, the United Nations Migration Agency, International 

Organization for Migration (IOM) is the leading intergovernmental 

organization in the field of migration . IOM is committed to the principle of 

humane and orderly migration, which benefits migrants and the society. 

As a landlocked nation sharing borders with five countries, Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic is best known as an origin country in migration, and 
to a lesser extent, a transit and destination country. Internal and cross-
border human mobility is an important issue. With rapid regional and 
domestic infrastructure development, well-governed migration has 
become increasingly crucial in the country’s development. In 2019, over 
1.3 million Lao migrants were destined abroad and US$285 million 
remittances were received. 

Lao People’s Democratic Republic joined as the 171st member state of 
IOM in June 2018. Since then, IOM’s cooperation with the Lao Government 
has been further strengthened in terms of thematic areas and geographical 
coverages. Some major areas of IOM’s mandates include: labour migration, 
counter-trafficking, immigration and border management, migration 
health, and emergency/ post-crisis response. 

Today, IOM has a solid presence in Lao People’s Democratic Republic with 
nine active projects operating across the country. The IOM Head Office is 
located at the UN House in Vientiane Capital. 
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KEY FACTS 

Population: 7.1 million 

Median Age: 24.4 

Urban Population: 35% 

Population Density: 27 people/ km 

Points of Entry (PoE): 111 

International Airport: 4 

Human Development Index: 0.604 
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR MIGRATION  
IN LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC  
3rd Floor UN House, Lane Xang Avenue, P.O. Box 345 Vientiane Capital, Lao PDR 

+856 21 267 734 

iomlaopdr@iom.int 

IOM has supported the Lao Government, particularly 
National Committee on Anti-Trafficking in Persons and other 
relevant ministries: Ministry of Public Security, Office of 
Supreme People’s Prosecutor, and Lao Women’s Union at 
national and local levels nationwide to combat human 
trafficking in country by strengthen its capacity to detect, 
deter, investigate, prosecute, protect, and prevent trafficking 
in persons. IOM also provides assistance to stranded 
individuals in facilitating their return to their home country. 

IOM supports the Department of Immigration under the 
Ministry of Public Security, and its regional and local 
counterparts to tackle irregular migration, human smuggling 
and trafficking by enhancing the capacity of border officials 
to detect and prevent smuggling of migrants and human 
trafficking, as well as vulnerable migrants at risk.  

In collaboration with the Lao Government, the private sector, 
and civil society organizations, IOM works to enhance the 
lives of migrant workers by promoting safe and regular 
migration, skills development and ethical recruitment. IOM 
has worked in Special Economic Zones (SEZs) to ensure 
companies follow ethical guidelines and ensure the rights of 
all workers.  

With the aim of providing effective health services for 
migrants and their host communities, IOM works closely with 
the Ministry of Health to create access to malaria information 
for prevention, better diagnosis and treatment. IOM has 
worked in prevention of other communicable diseases, such 
as Tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS as well as Avian Influenza.  

IOM is one of the leading agencies in disaster preparedness, 
mitigation and response activities, including Shelter and 
Camp Coordination and Camp Management. IOM has been 
providing emergency assistance to flood-affected population 
in Attapeu Province in 2018, including shelter/non-food item 
distribution, data collection and management, community 
mobilization, communication and health promotion. 

In light of the COVID-19 outbreak, IOM works closely with the 
Lao Government and development partners to address 
migrants’ vulnerabilities and advocate for an inclusive 
response on a national level. Activities include: capacity 
building for officials, safe migration community campaigns, 
quarantine visits to assess returned migrants’ needs, and 
strengthening screening at Points of Entry (PoE). 
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https://www.facebook.com/IOM.Laos.int

