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A little girl receives a health consultation from a doctor at the mobile clinic in Ma’rib © OCHA/2020

PROGRAMME OVERVIEW & 2020 HIGHLIGHTS

KEY ACHIEVEMENTS 2020

IOM continues to prioritize emergency health support to Yemeni nationals, migrants and vulnerable communities in Yemen 
through the provision of emergency health care and primary health consultations, supporting public health facilities with 
medical supplies and training health workers. IOM is also the sub-national health cluster coordinator in Ma’rib which hosts 
the largest number of IDPs in Yemen. The organization conducts assessments and coordinates the overall health response 
of the cluster in coordination with the local authorities. In 2020, IOM took immediate steps to streamline COVID-19 
prevention and response measures into existing programming via ongoing support to Yemeni health institutions and mobile 
health teams. The arrival of COVID-19 in Yemen during the first quarter of 2020 quickly exacerbated existing weaknesses in 
Yemen’s health infrastructure, affecting the access of vulnerable populations, such as migrants, to healthcare services. IOM’s 
core response to COVID-19 focused on the provision of critical personal protective equipment (PPE) to frontline health 
care workers, the procurement of diagnosis equipment and supplies, the continuous reporting of suspected and confirmed 
cases through the Early Warning and Response System (EWARS), and the incorporation of COVID-19 prevention and 
response measures into all health promotion activities. 

The Global Fund is a partnership designed to accelerate 
the end of acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS), 
tuberculosis (TB) and malaria as epidemics. The Global Fund 
Middle East Response (MER) project is being implemented in 
five countries, including Yemen. IOM has been the principal 
recipient of the Global Fund programme in Yemen since 
2017, with the national health system receiving funding, 
support and oversight from IOM to combat the three 
diseases. Through this fund, IOM supported public health 
facilities to reach 2,372,042 million people with surveillance, 
case management and treatment activities in 2020, including 
1,831,726 individuals supported by a mass distribution 
campaign of long-lasting insecticidal nets for protection 
against malaria in malaria-endemic districts.

GLOBAL FUND
Throughout 17 governorates in Yemen, IOM supports health 
facilities through the provision of financial incentives to health 
care professionals, medical equipment, drugs and supplies 
to to ensure that critical health infrastructure is maintained 
throughout the conflict. IOM supported 89 health facilities 
across the country and provided an average of 15,376 
outpatient consultations a week in 2020. In response to 
migrants’ medical needs, IOM continues to support 15 health 
clinics in migrant response points (MRPs) in Aden, Sana’a city, 
Al Jawf and Al Bayda, as well as four mobile medical teams 
(MMTs) in Lahj and Shabwah. In 2020, the medical teams 
in all locations provided more than 54,000 migrants with 
emergency health care and mental health and psychological 
support (MHPSS), as well as referral assistance for cases that 
needed secondary and tertiary health care.

HEALTH FACILITES

2,372,042 
People reached through 
surveillance, case management 
and treatment activities for 
malaria, HIV and tuberculosis

89
Public health facilities received 
medical supplies and equipment 
to support service provision

700 
Public health workers trained

18,731 
Cholera cases treated

799,541 
Primary health care 
consultations conducted
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IOM’s health teams provide MHPSS in line with Inter-Agency 
Standing Committee (IASC) and IOM guidance in emergency 
contexts. IOM medical teams at the MRPs in Aden, clinics in 
Sana’a and MMTs in Shabwah provide migrants with access 
to health and protection services, including MHPSS. These 
services are also provided to migrants and host community 
members through IOM-supported government health 
facilities. From January to December 2020, IOM supported 
7,509 individuals with MHPSS services. 

MENTAL HEALTH AND PSYCHOSOCIAL 
SUPPORT

In coordination with the destination country and the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNCHR), 
IOM ensures that migrants and refugees receive ‘fitness to 
travel’ medical screenings in preparation for participation in 
Voluntary Humanitarian Return and third-country refugee 
resettlement programmes. IOM medical staff accompany 
migrants with medical needs to ensure dignified and healthy 
travel. Between January and December 2020, IOM provided 
740 pre-departure medical screenings.

MEDICAL SCREENINGS AND DIGNIFIED 
TRAVEL 

Recurring cholera outbreaks continue to affect Yemen. IOM 
provides screening and treatment for people with suspected 
cholera at 13 dedicated diarrhoeal treatment centres 
(DTCs) and 22 oral rehydration points (ORPs) embedded 
within health facilities across the country. IOM’s health team 
actively coordinates with IOM’s water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH) team to implement preventative measures, including 
health awareness sessions and distribution of chlorine tablets 
for water purification.

CHOLERA RESPONSE 

Since the beginning of the pandemic, IOM has been 
advocating for the inclusion of migrants and IDPs in the 
national response plan for COVID-19 prevention, diagnosis, 
treatment and vaccination. As part of the IOM global 
procurement plan, the health team secured a large quantity of 
personal protective equipment (PPE), six GeneXpert devices 
as well as testing cartridges to support the national response 
to COVID-19. Moreover, IOM trained 531 health workers 
on COVID-19 prevention and case management in Ma’rib, 
Aden, Ta’iz, Lahj and Shabwah governorates. IOM established 
a comprehensive COVID-19 isolation and treatment centre 
operating at 63 bed-capacity and 10 intensive care units (ICU), 
in addition to supporting 62 health workers with financial 
incentives to ensure the centre is maintained in Ma’rib city. 
Between May and September 2020, the centre received 
157 highly suspected and 39 confirmed cases. Additionally, 
two COVID-19 quarantine centres were established for the 
isolation of suspected COVID-19 cases in Al Jufainah Camp 
and Al-Mardaa IDP hosting sitez in Ma’rib.

COVID-19 RESPONSE

IOM operates 12 mobile medical teams (MMTs) to support 
migrants and internally displaced persons who do not have 
access to traditional health facilities. Of these MMTs, four 
operate along Yemen’s southern coast to support newly 
arrived migrants with emergency health services.
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IOM HEALTH ACTIVITIES ARE SUPPORTED BY

PROGRAMME COVERAGE

LEGEND
Ibb

Dhamar

Aden

Abyan

Sana'a City

Ad Dali’

Al Hodeidah

Al Mahwit
Sana’a

Lahj

Al Bayda

Shabwah

Ma’rib

Ta’iz

Al Jawf

Sa’dah

Hajjah
Amran

Target Governorates

Health facilities supported by IOM

Mobile Medical Teams

YHFYemen
Humanitarian
Fund


