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IOM  SUPPORTS GHANA ’S FORMATION 

OF A NATIONAL MIGRATION &  

DEVELOPMENT POLICY  

 

To address the issue of migration and its potential to 
stimulate development and reduce poverty, Ghana is 
developing a comprehensive, national migration 
management policy framework. The efforts began in 
September of 2011 with assistance from the European 
Commission through its global Joint Migration and 
Development Initiative (JMDI). The JMDI programme 
support for each participating country is managed by an 
Inter-Agency Technical Committee consisting of UNDP, 
UNFPA, UNHCR, ILO and IOM. The migration 
mainstreaming phase of the project for Ghana is chaired 
by IOM, which has the key responsibility of supporting this 
process by providing technical advice and facilitation 
support for the stakeholder meetings to be held as part of 
the policy development process.  

The national migration and development policy for Ghana 
is being formulated by experts from the Centre for 
Migration Studies (CMS) of the University of Ghana. The 
National Migration Policy is expected to be ready by 
August 2012.  

 

HOMEWARD BOUND :  REPATRIATION 

SUPPORT FOR L IBERIAN REFUGEES  

The start of the civil war in Liberia led to large scale out-
migration of Liberians into neighbouring countries, 
including Ghana. Almost 10 years later, peace and stability 
has returned to Liberia. Of the 12,000 Liberian refugees 
hosted in Ghana, over 3,500 have expressed an interest to 
return home. In coordination with UNHCR Ghana, the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) has 
assisted in the repatriation of 1,137 Liberian nationals, 
with many more Liberians in the pipeline. 

 

There has been increased interest recently in repatriation 
amongst Liberians due to a cessation that became 
effective on June 30

th
. This cessation clause, invoked by 

the international community, declares that the situation 
in Liberia has improved greatly and protection is no longer 
required. 

 

IOM Ghana’s involvement in the repatriation process is to 
provide pre-departure health screening, transportation, 
food, and accommodation if necessary.  Once at the 
airport, the IOM assists returnees through check-in, 
immigration formalities, and also provides operational 
and medical escorts on the flight to Liberia to ensure their 
safe arrival. “IOM has supported with the repatriation of 
hundreds of thousands of migrants worldwide. The 
journey home for these migrants is filled with both 
apprehension and excitement as they restart their lives. 
IOM is there to make the process smoother,” says IOM 
Ghana’s Chief of Mission, Dyane Epstein. 

 
Liberian refugees take time for a photograph while 
preparing for departure 
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RETURN AND REINTEGRATION FROM 

L IBYA TO GHANA  

As a result of the 2011 unrest in Libya, over 18,000 
Ghanaians were successfully evacuated from harm. Many 
of them returned without employment and showed 
obvious signs of psychological stress and trauma. To 
respond to the situation, IOM and United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), in collaboration with 
National Disaster Management Organisation (NADMO) 
conducted a pilot project in the Brong-Ahafo region in 
order to assess the socio-economic situations of the 
returnees and their reintegration needs.  The team 
implemented a project to strengthen the capacities of 100 
returnees and 20 identified vulnerable members from 
participating communities through the provisions of 
business development and management trainings as well 
as basic inputs (seeds, fertilizer, chemicals) and tools. 
Following the successful completion of the study, the 
Government of Japan has kindly provided funding for a 
new project on Emergency Reintegration Assistance for 
Ghanaian Migrants affected by the 2011 Libyan Crisis in 
order to continue addressing reintegration needs of the 
returnees in the Northern Region. The new project has 
three components: provision of 1) national health 
insurance and psycho-social counselling, 2) 
entrepreneurial training, and 3) study on capacities 
preparedness of migrant-sending communities to cope 
with sudden disasters.  
  
  

In close collaboration with NADMO in Tamale, IOM has 
recently set up an office in Tamale to kick start the 
project. The project has visited each of the 20 districts and 
made application forms available to returnees through 
local NADMO offices. In order to ensure the transparency 
of the selection process, a selection committee has been 
set up comprising of various ministerial representatives, 
traditional chiefs, and IOM who will evaluate each form 
carefully and equally. Support for reintegration assistance 
and health is very much welcome by local authorities, 
returnees, and their families. 
 

 
IOM officials conduct an exchange with the a few 
Libyan returnees 

 

 

THE D IASPORA ENGAGEMENT PROJECT :  BUILDING A STRONGER GHANA  

As part of IOM Ghana’s goal to support the Government 
of Ghana to mobilize the country’s diaspora for its 
socioeconomic development, IOM has begun hosting 
several video conferences in June 2012 in conjunction 
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Regional 
Integration, the Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Planning, the Ministry of the Interior, the Ghana 
Immigration Service and the Ghana Investment Promotion 
Centre.  

This series of video conferences is a component of the 
Diaspora Engagement Project, which is part of a wider 
effort at systematically engaging the Ghanaian diaspora. 

The project includes a mapping of diaspora associations, a 
diaspora colloquium, the creation of a dedicated website 
for the diaspora, and the establishment of a Diaspora 
Support Unit within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The 
video conferences have been attended by several key 
members of the Ghanaian government as well as 
Ghanaian diaspora associations located in the 
Netherlands, United Kingdom, United States of America, 
Italy, and Germany which are the countries with the 
highest concentration of Ghanaian emigrants outside 
Africa.  
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EDUCATION MAKES A D IFFERENCE IN THE L IFE OF A REINTEGRATED CHILD  

Since 2003, IOM Ghana’s Counter-Trafficking (CT) Unit has 
rescued, rehabilitated and reintegrated 731 children 
trafficked to work as child slaves in the fishing industry on 
Ghana’s Volta Lake. IOM enrols approximately 95% of the 
rescued children into school, while the other 5% choose 
vocational apprenticeships. One such child, 18 year old 
Senyo, was rescued by the IOM in 2005 and is now in 
senior high school. He shared his story with IOM’s CT 
team on a recent follow-up visit. 

Q. Describe your everyday life with the fisherman. 

A. Every morning we wake up around 4 to 5 a.m. to begin 
fishing and work without rest. We dive under the river 
even when the weather is very cold. The fisherman would 
beat us, refuse us food to keep us hungry, and insult us. 

 Q. How has your life been since your rescue? 

A. I am so happy to be with my family and my education is 
changing me. I can now speak English, know something 
about hygienic conditions, and also how to interact with 
friends and other people. 

Q. Do you have any plans for your family or community? 

A. If I finish school, I will teach my younger ones to read 
and write so that they will be like me, too. If I have the 
money, I will put up a business for my family so they will 
not suffer from poverty again. It would also be great to 
have a public library, entertainment centre, or even a 
radio station which can educate the youth in the 
community. 

Q. Would you like other children who are in the same 
situation you were in to be rescued and receive help? 

A. Yes they need help, it’s not good for others to be there, 
too. And moreover, it’s good for every child in Ghana to go 
to school because it will help you become a successful 
person in future. 

Q: Would you like to say anything to the people who have 

helped you? 

A. I would like to say, “God bless you, especially to the 
IOM… may you live long enough to see what I become in 
the future.” Also, they should continue their good work 
helping others too, not me alone. 

 
18 year old Senyo is now in his senior year of high 
school after being rescued from child slavery by IOM 
Ghana’s Counter Trafficking Unit in 2005 

 

It was a privilege speaking with Senyo and seeing the 
progress he’s made in his education. We at IOM Ghana 
continue to support and encourage Senyo in his studies, 
to achieve a bright and happy future. 

 
 

 

 
The Metuchen High School representatives are presented 
with the award at a ceremony held for their 
achievements in the U.S. 

U.S.  SCHOOL TO BUILD TEACHER’S 

QUARTERS IN AWATE TORNU ,  VOLTA 

REGION  

 

Two groups in the United States, Metuchen High School 
and Breaking the Chain Through Education Inc., recently 
won an award of US $5,000 in a charity contest. The two 
groups have previously supported IOM Ghana to rescue, 
rehabilitate and reintegrate trafficked children and their 
efforts have helped build the recently completed six-unit 
school in Awate-Tornu, a fishing community in the Volta 
Region of Ghana. This award will be allocated towards 
building the teacher’s quarters for the school - a crucial 
addition to the facility. The quarters will attract the 
qualified teachers needed to enhance the learning 
opportunities provided to not only the returned trafficked 
children, but to the general community as well 
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BRIDGING HEALTH CARE DELIVERY WITH ICT  

 

To demonstrate the potential of diaspora involvement in 
development, the Migration for Development in Africa 
(MIDA) Ghana Project has included Information 
Communication and Technology (ICT) as one of the five 
subsectors identified to help develop Ghana’s health 
sector through the temporary assignments performed by 
resource persons within the project. Mr. Clement Adu-
Twum, a MIDA Resource Person who is an ICT Network 
Engineer in the Netherlands with the support from ROC 
Mondriaan in The Hague, presented a state-of-the-art ICT 
facility worth 1 million Euros to the Tamale Teaching 
Hospital (TTH) in the Northern Region of Ghana. The 

components of the ICT facility include over 200 high-
speed flat screen computers, 30 computer laptops, 10 dell 
power edge servers, 23 cisco core switches, three 
information flat screens, 54 cisco wireless points, 60 
printers and over 100 office chairs and tables. The 
initiative is intended to help hospital management use 
computer applications to maintain the health and patient 
records and for telemedicine applications, therefore 
securing information and increasing efficiency. The 
hospital staff is overwhelmed by the contribution which 
will go a long way in supporting the northern regions of 
Ghana. 

  

JOINT PSYCHOSOCIAL PROGRAMMING FOR IVORIAN REFUGEES

IOM, in collaboration with UNHCR, conducted a 
Psychosocial Assessment Mission from 31 January to 03 
February 2012 to assess the psychosocial needs of Ivorian 
refugees in Ghana’s Ampain and Egyeikrom refugee camps. 
Based on the assessment findings, IOM identified two 
important psychosocial interventions which led to the 
capacity building of Community Based Health Workers 
(CHWs) through training and the establishment of a 
communal recreation centre in Egyeikrom Refugee Camp. 
IOM conducted Psychological First Aid training for 35 
participants in April 2012 with the objective to provide 
participants with a framework for psychosocial support 
through a humane and practical approach. Participants 
were also sensitized on HIV prevention, related deaths, as 
well as stigma and rights of people leaving with HIV. At the 
end of the training, the participants were each provided 
with a T-shirt and a certificate of participation.  

 

Since March 2012, IOM provides support to a refugee 
psychologist based in Ampain Refugee Camp to assist other volunteers regarding refugee psychosocial problems.  IOM also 
identified an implementing partner to construct a communal recreation centre in Egyeikrom Refugee Camp which is 
expected to be in operation by July 2012. The recreational centre and psychological support can help to reduce psychosocial 
vulnerabilities and enhance coping abilities.  

 

DONOR SUPPORT:

 

  IOM provides Psychological First Aid training to Community        
  Health Workers at refugee camps  

 

IOM M IS S I ON  T O GH AN A  

House No. 10, Plot No. 48, Osu-Badu Road/Broadway • Airport West 
P.O. Box 5222 • Accra • Ghana 

TEL: +233 (0)302.742930 • FAX: +233 (0)302.742931 
EMAIL: iomaccra@iom.int • WEBSITE: http://www.iom.int 

THE IOM  M I SSION  

IOM is committed to the principle that humane and orderly 
migration benefits migrants and society. As the leading 
international organization for migration, IOM acts with 
partners in the international community to: 

 Assist in meeting the growing operational challenges of 
migration management; 

 Advance understanding of migration issues; 

 Encourage social and economic development. 


