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n Burundi, IOM strives to meet the 
most urgent needs of the population 
including internally displaced persons, 

returnees and other migrants. Located in 
an earthquake-prone zone of the Great 
Lakes Region, Burundi is often a�ected by 
extreme weather and natural hazards such as 
landslides, intense winds, �ash �oods, and more 
recently, droughts. Burundi’s climate-related 
events, combined with the region’s 
sociopolitical and security situation in decline, 
have resulted in mass displacement within the 
country. As of 2020, 1.74 million Burundians are 
currently in need of humanitarian assistance. 
IOM aims to help save lives and alleviate the 
su�ering of Burundi’s most vulnerable displaced 
populations by providing humanitarian 
assistance during critical moments. This includes 
the distribution, rehabilitation and construction 
of emergency, semi-permanent and durable 
shelter, distribution of Non-Food Item (NFI) 
and Hygiene kits, and trainings and sensitization 
on risk mitigation construction techniques.

Since 2015, IOM is co-lead of the NFI/Shelter Sector. 
IOM is also a member of the UN Country 
Humanitarian Team, the inter-sectoral coordination 
group led by OCHA, the WASH (Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene) Sector, and the Cash Transfer and 
Durable Solutions technical working groups. As a 
participant in the National Platform for Disaster Risk 
Reduction coordination mechanism, led by the 
Ministry of Public Security, IOM provides advocacy, 
analysis and advice on disaster risk reduction in 
Burundi. 

2,740
The approximate no. of people 
a�ected by natural disasters who 
received NFI/Shelter assistance since 
January 2020

17,905
Burundians returning from the United 
Republic of Tanzania receiving shelter 
assistance since January 2019

* +940 host community members
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In 2019, nearly 24,000 people were assisted with NFI/Shelter/WASH 
interventions, including cash transfers. An estimated 1,735 host 
community members bene�tted from cash transfers for 
complementary NFI/Shelter/WASH activities.



ASSISTANCE TO RETURNEES AND HOST COMMUNITIES

For more information please contact:
Michel JAQUET, NFI/Shelter/WASH Project O�cer
Email: mjaquet@iom.int

WITH THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS

MIGOF OBJECTIVE 2:
GOOD MIGRATION GOVERNANCE IS
BASED ON EFFECTIVE RESPONSES TO THE
MOBILITY DIMENSIONS OF CRISES 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE
hanks to data collected by IOM’s Emergency Tracking 
Tool, coordinated by the Displacement Tracking Matrix 
team, the NFI/Shelter Unit is ready to respond to natural and 

man-made disasters occurring nation-wide, as needed.

IOM’s warehouses in Bujumbura Mairie and Gitega store prepositioned items for more than 300 
households, which are ready to be distributed within a week of the emergency event. Since the start 
of 2020, the NFI/Shelter unit has provided emergency assistance to a�ected populations, prioritizing the 
most vulnerable among them, with special attention paid to households led by single women.

T

2,740
people 
assisted since
Jan. 2020

18,845
people assisted since
Jan. 2019

households
with rental/hosting
support

207 191
households
with emergency
shelter kits

150
households
with NFI Kits

CASH-BASED INTERVENTIONS
The Shelter/NFI unit is including Cash-based Intervention (CBI) grants to enable a�ected populations to participate in shelter construction, receive 
training on shelter repair or pay the rent. This form of assistance is accompanied by community sensitization on �nancial inclusion and best practices in 
the use of cash transfers, or training on basic construction techniques. Since January 2019, IOM has provided CBI grants to more than 14,000 people 
and enabled more than 1,910 returnee women to participate in construction trainings and Cash for Work activities. 

Due to the in�ux of Burundians returning to the country after years spent abroad, already limited resources are being stretched even thinner to 
accommodate the needs of Burundi’s growing population. Precarious socioeconomic conditions have led to a deterioration of the humanitarian situation 
in Burundi. To help combat this, IOM has been providing shelter assistance to vulnerable migrants in their communes of return following a 
comprehensive needs assessment.

Strengthening Shelter and NFI response capacity through the following activities:

Assist IDPs, returnees and vulnerable populations in highest risk provinces, in collaboration with national authorities and sector partners

Ensure inter-agency coordination of NFI/Shelter activities, including continuous capacity-mapping of existing partner stock capacities and response •    
monitoring, information management and use of other key tools

Provide technical assistance for the de�nition of NFI/Shelter sectoral group guidelines and monitor its implementation

NFI and Shelter kits are strategically prepositioned in the provinces targeted for humanitarian intervention

Reinforce IOM and NFI/Shelter Sector members’ capacity on NFI/Shelter CBI strategy, including Market Assessments and MEB de�nition

Reinforce IOM and NFI/Shelter Sector members’ in the Housing, Land and Property (HLP) area, through the dedicated working group

14,171
people assisted since
Jan. 2019

10,728
people received 
rental/hosting support

2,479
people participated
in Cash for Work

706
households 
with shelter repair kits

3,063
households 
with cash-based interventions

964
people received
multipurpose grants


