
Key Advocacy Messages
Mobility and Disaster Risk Reduction 

Mobility can save lives, enhance resilience and 
reduce risk.

-  According to the Internal Displacement Monitoring 
Centre, between 2008 and 2012 more than 140 million 
people were displaced by disasters:  for many of them, 
moving was life-saving.

-  Data from the Gallup Survey for the 2013 World 

economic and social reasons generally earn more and 

services than people staying behind. 

But mobility can also make people more 
vulnerable and expose them to new risks.

hazard-prone, poorly planned areas, where they have 
limited access to basic services. When disasters strike, 
they are among the worst aīected. 

assistance in a disaster, due to language, legal and other 
barriers.

can end up facing: 

         reduced personal security in cramped camps (in 

         lack of adequate food security in isolated areas;

resources and services;
         de-skilling and lost or reduced access to livelihood 

post-HFA process: www.preventionweb.net/posthfa
post-2015 sustainable development agenda: www.worldwewant2015.org 
IOM DRR page and Compendium: www.iom.int/cms/drr

IOM  OIM

On an average day, millions of people 
move, within their country or abroad, 
in search of a better life. 

Depending on how, where and why they 
move, the process can make them more 
resilient or more vulnerable. 

Additional resources

IDMC: www.internal-displacement.org

post-2015 sustainable development agenda: 
www.worldwewant2015.org 

IOM DRR page and Compendium: www.iom.int/cms/drr



The Hyogo Framework for Action gave 
limited recognition to human mobility as a 
driver of risk.  The post-2015 agreement on 
DRR (HFA2) must adequately recognize 
mobility as a global dynamic that can increase 
risk but will also be central to building resil-
ience.  

-  With one person out of seven in the world on the move, 
ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ŵŽďŝůŝƚǇ͕ �ƌŝƐŬ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ŶĞĐĞƐƐŝƚǇ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞǁ�
ŝŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂŐƌĞĞŵĞŶƚ��ŽŶ��ŝƐĂƐƚĞƌ�ZŝƐŬ�ZĞĚƵĐƟŽŶ�
;,&�ϮͿ��ďƵƚ�ĂůƐŽ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŝĚĞƌ�ƉŽƐƚͲϮϬϭϱ�^ƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞ�
�ĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ��ŐĞŶĚĂ͘��

Ͳ���ĚĞƋƵĂƚĞ�ŵŽďŝůŝƚǇ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ƉŽůŝĐŝĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�
ŶŽƚ�ŽŶůǇ�ƚŽ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ĂīĞĐƚĞĚ�ďǇ�
ĚŝƐĂƐƚĞƌƐ͕�ďƵƚ�ĂůƐŽ�ƚŽ�ŵĂŬĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĚ͕�
ĞǆƉĞĚŝƚĞ�ƌĞĐŽǀĞƌǇ�ĂŌĞƌ�ĚŝƐĂƐƚĞƌƐ͕�ƌĞĚƵĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŚƵŵĂŶ�ĂŶĚ�
ĞĐŽŶŽŵŝĐ�ĐŽƐƚƐ�ŽĨ�ĚŝƐƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŵĂŬĞ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶƐ�Ăƚ�
ƌŝƐŬ�ƐĂĨĞƌ͘ �

Better understanding and management of 
mobility in global, regional, national and local 
policies will help prevent the creation of new 
risks and support investments in resilience.

-��ZŝƐŬ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐŵĞŶƚƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ƚĂŬĞ�ŝŶƚŽ�ĂĐĐŽƵŶƚ�ďŽƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�
ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐ�ǀƵůŶĞƌĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�
ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĞůůͲďĞŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŚŽƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŚŽŵĞ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘

Ͳ��hƌďĂŶ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŵĞŶƚ�ƉŽůŝĐŝĞƐ�ŝŶ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ĞǆƉĞĐƚĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ƌĞĐĞŝǀĞ�ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ�ŇŽǁƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ďĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚ�ďǇ�ĂƉƉƌŽƉƌŝĂƚĞ�
ƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ůŽĐĂů�ŚĂǌĂƌĚ�ĞǆƉŽƐƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǀƵůŶĞƌĂďŝůŝƚǇ�
ĨĂĐƚŽƌƐ͘

Ͳ��>ŽŽŬŝŶŐ�Ăƚ�ůŽŶŐͲƚĞƌŵ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů�ĂŶĚ�ĐůŝŵĂƚĞ�
ĐŚĂŶŐĞƐ�ǁŚĞŶ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�ĚŝƐĂƐƚĞƌ�ƌŝƐŬ�ƌĞĚƵĐƟŽŶ�ĂŶĚ�
ŵŽďŝůŝƚǇ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ�ƉůĂŶƐ�ŝƐ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ƚŽ�ĞŶŚĂŶĐĞ�
ŚƵŵĂŶ�ǁĞůůͲďĞŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞ�ŵĂŶŶĞƌ͘

IOM’s approach brings together disaster risk 
reduction and mobility management prac-
tices to improve people’s livelihoods and 
well-being.  The result is a set of actions to 
build the resilience of communities through 
improved attention to mobile populations. 

Ͳ��ZĞĚƵĐŝŶŐ�ŚĂǌĂƌĚ�ĞǆƉŽƐƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ǀƵůŶĞƌĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚ�
displacement:

��������/ŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ�ůĂŶĚͲƵƐĞ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ƐƚĂŶĚĂƌĚƐ�
ĐĂŶ�ƌĞĚƵĐĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝƐŬ�ŽĨ�ĚŝƐƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŶĂƚƵƌĂů�ŚĂǌĂƌĚƐ͖
��������^ŵĂƌƚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ƚŽ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ Ɛ͛�ůŝǀĞůŝŚŽŽĚƐ�;Ğ͘Ő͘�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŶŐ�
ƚŚĞ�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ƌŽƵƚĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉĂƐƚŽƌĂůŝƐƚ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�Žƌ�
ĚŝǀĞƌƐŝĨǇŝŶŐ�ƌƵƌĂů�ŝŶĐŽŵĞƐͿ�ĐĂŶ�ĞŶŚĂŶĐĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĐĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�
ĐŽƉĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĚŝƐĂƐƚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚ�ĚŝƐƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ�ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶƐ͖
��������^ĂĨĞƌ�ŚŽƵƐĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƌĞůŝĂďůĞ�ŝŶĨƌĂƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƐ�;Ğ͘Ő͘�
ǁĂƚĞƌ�ƐƵƉƉůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂŶŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ͕�ŚĞĂůƚŚ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƟĞƐͿ�ĐĂŶ�
ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�Ăƚ�ƌŝƐŬ͘

Ͳ��&ĂĐŝůŝƚĂƟŶŐ�ŵŽďŝůŝƚǇ�ĂƐ�Ă�ƉƌĞǀĞŶƟǀĞ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƐ�Ă�
ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƐƚƌĂƚĞŐǇ͗

���������ǀĂĐƵĂƟŽŶ�ƉůĂŶŶŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ǁĂƌŶŝŶŐ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ�ĂƐ�
ƉĂƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞĚŶĞƐƐ�ĐĂŶ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�Ăƚ�ƌŝƐŬ͖
���������ĂƉĂĐŝƚǇ�ďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƵƚŚŽƌŝƟĞƐ�ƚŽ�
ďĞƩĞƌ�ƌĞƐƉŽŶĚ�ƚŽ�ĞŵĞƌŐĞŶĐŝĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�
goods and services in crises can help reduce the immedi-
ĂƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ůŽŶŐͲƚĞƌŵ�ĐŽƐƚƐ�ŽĨ�ĚŝƐĂƐƚĞƌƐ͖
��������tĞůů�ŵĂŶĂŐĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂƚŽƌǇ�ƉůĂŶŶĞĚ�ƌĞůŽĐĂƟŽŶƐ�
ĐĂŶ�ƐŝŐŶŝĮĐĂŶƚůǇ�ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞ�ƌĞƐŝůŝĞŶĐĞ�ŽĨ�ĂƚͲƌŝƐŬ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕�
ǁŚĞŶĞǀĞƌ�ŝŶͲƐŝƚƵ�ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�ƐƵĸĐŝĞŶƚ͕�ĂƐ�ŝŶ�ƐŽŵĞ�
ůŽǁͲĞůĞǀĂƟŽŶ�ĐŽĂƐƚĂů�ǌŽŶĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�^ŵĂůů�/ƐůĂŶĚ��ĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�
^ƚĂƚĞƐ͖
���������ŵƉŽǁĞƌŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŝŶ�Ă�ŐĞŶĚĞƌ�
ƐĞŶƐŝƟǀĞ�ŵĂŶŶĞƌ�ĐĂŶ�ŚĞůƉ�ƌĞĚƵĐĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ǀƵůŶĞƌĂďŝůŝƚǇ�
ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ĚŝƐĂƐƚĞƌƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�ƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ�ŝŶ�ĚŝƐƉůĂĐĞ-
ŵĞŶƚ�ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶƐ͘
��������ZĞĚƵĐĞĚ�ĐŽƐƚ�ŽĨ�ƌĞŵŝƩĂŶĐĞƐ͕�ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇ�ŝŶ�ĚŝƐĂƐƚĞƌ�
ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶƐ͕�ĐĂŶ�ŚĞůƉ�ĨĂŵŝůŝĞƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ŵŝƟŐĂƚĞ�ƌŝƐŬƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ƌĞĐŽǀĞƌ�ĨĂƐƚĞƌ�ĨƌŽŵ�ĚŝƐĂƐƚĞƌƐ͘

Ͳ���ŶĚŝŶŐ�ĚŝƐƉůĂĐĞŵĞŶƚ�ƐŝƚƵĂƟŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞ�ŵĂŶŶĞƌ͗

��������/ĚĞŶƟĨǇŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐŝŶŐ�ůĂŶĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽƉĞƌƚǇ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�
ƐƵĐŚ�ĂƐ�ďǇ�ĐůĂƌŝĨǇŝŶŐ�ŽǁŶĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ƐƚĂƚƵƐ�ĐĂŶ�ŚĞůƉ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞ�
ĚƵƌĂďůĞ�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨĂĐŝůŝƚĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞĐŽǀĞƌǇ�ƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͖
���������ƐƐŝƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ƌĞĐĞŝǀŝŶŐ�ĚŝƐƉůĂĐĞĚ�
ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ͕�ĨŽƌ�ŝŶƐƚĂŶĐĞ�ďǇ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�ŝŶĨƌĂƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞ͕�
ƐƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚŝǀĞƌƐŝĨǇŝŶŐ�ŝŶĐŽŵĞ�
ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ͕�ĐĂŶ�ƉƌŽŵŽƚĞ�ƉĞĂĐĞĨƵů�ĐŽŚĂďŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ĂŌĞƌ�Ă�
ĐƌŝƐŝƐ͘

IOM  OIM
International Organization for Migration

www.iom.int
IOM focal point for DRR: trd@iom.int


