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  Immigration Policy    

      
The policy comprehensively covers matters related to granting official temporary · permanent 
status to foreigners and their children planning to immigrate to Korea including politics, 
economics, society, and culture to create the necessary environment for them to live in Korea 
as a member of society.  
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Significance of the Basic Plan for Immigration Policy   1-2 

Basic Plan for Immigration Policy : The national plan for Immigration Policy established every 

5 years based on Article 5 of the Framework Act on Treatment of Foreigners Residing in 

Korea   

 

 

 

Framework Act on Treatment of Foreigners Residing in Korea  Article 5 (Basic Plan for Immigration Policy) The Minister 

of Justice shall establish a basic plan for immigration policy every 5 years in consultation with the heads of the relevant 

central administrative agencies  

ɂ Significance of comprehensively and systematically moving forward with the policies 

established by each relevant central administrative agency for the previous years from the 

perspective of medium to longer -terms.  



   
      Immigration Policies of the relevant Government Departments   
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Enhance cultural diversity (Ministry 
of Culture, Sports and Tourism, 
Korea Communications 
Commission) Support exchanges among 

overseas Koreans (Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs)  

Employment permit system and 
job assistance (Ministry of 
Employment and Labor) 

Assist in attracting human capital 
from overseas 
(Ministry of Trade, Industry & 
Energy, Ministry of Education) 

 
Aid immigrants settle in 
Korea (Ministry of Security 
and Public Administration, 
Local Governments) 

Multicultural family support  
(Ministry of Gender, Equality & Family) 

The Immigration Policy 
Commission 

(Assistant Administrator  : 
Ministry of Justice) 

 



   
     Role of the Basic Plan for Immigration Policy   
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Responding to the New 

Environment  with the Increase of 

Foreigners  

Central Administrative Agencies (17) 
+ Local Governments (16)  

Policy Tasks, Budgets, Implementation 

Plan over the next 5 years  

 

  

National Plan  

Policy Guideline 

Master Plan  



         1. Vitalize personal exchanges among countries  

  -  Promote Globalization (Pursue Visa waiver agreement with the USA),  

  -  Open the service market (FTA)  

2. Decrease in economically active population and in the potential for economic growth due to 

low birthrates and a rapidly ageing society  

3. Chudqrhehb`shnm ne enqdhfmdqrŝ rnintqm rs`strdr `mc sgdhq rdsskdldms 9 enqdhfm vnqjdqr+ dsgmhb 

Koreans with foreign nationalities, marriage migrants, etc.  
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Environment of the First Basic Plan for Immigration Policy(2008~2012)   
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  №̭╩ ♩  ͖Ṓ ˾ ╢ ╢ḅ  Environment of the Second Basic Plan for Immigration Policy (2013~2017)   2-2 

1. Reinforce the social integration of immigrants  

  -  Sgd `clhss`mbd ne e`hktqd hm oqnlnshmf ŚLtkshbtkstq`khrlś ax Dtqnod`m bntmsqhdr+ 

  -  Enhance the role of the central government in immigration policy  

2. Fierce competition for attracting talented workers : decisive role of immigrants in social 

reform and job creation  

3.   Accelerating competition to attract tourists : highlight efforts to induce tourism through visa 

policy  

4.   Trend of pursuing trans -national immigration policy  
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1. Policy Background 
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Voice of a foreign -born 

child of a marriage 

migrant  

ŗI couldnŚt speak KoreanŏI stayed at home alone for 

a long time. I was afraid I would get lost and could 

not come back home whenever I was out because I 

could not speak Korean at all.Ř 

<A foreign-born child of a Chinese marriage migrant, 19 years old, Dong-A Ilbo, Oct. 23th, 2013> 

ȷ Concerns over social maladjustment of children with immigant  backgrounds who entered Korea 
following their father or mother married to a Korean national regardless of their personal will  

 - Children with immigrant backgrounds have difficulty in going to a public school due to lack of Korean 

language abilities and understanding of Korean society, and even though they go to a public school, 

they may quit their studies due to maladjustment. In this regard, they need support so that they 

become a contributing member of Korean society.  

 ɂ According to the ŗAnalysis on Support for Foreign-born Children of Marriage Migrants by Region,Ř 

published by the Korean Office of IOM in 2013, the percentage of school attendance of newly arrived 

youth was merely 30%.  

ȷ Support in the development of children with foreign backgrounds as contributing members of society 
can prevent social and cultural conflicts.  

    ɂ The French řBanlieueŚ case in 2005 was a riot caused by children with foreign backgrounds who 

could not be integrated into French society due to the 40% of  unemployment rate and poverty.  



         

Ƚ A family formed via an international marriage between a Korean national and a foreigner  
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  Ƚ Child sponsored by a foreigner who remarried a Korean national. In most cases, these children 

enter Korea following their remarried father or mother regardless of their will   

  Ƚ Children accompanied by parents residing in China and CIS countries when the parents enter 

Korea for employment   

  Foreign -born Children of Marriage Migrants(7,171)  2-2 

  Ethnic Korean Children with Foreign Nationalities(7,288)   2-3 

  Children from Multicultural Families(191,328)   2-1 
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More than half of children with immigrant backgrounds (52.8%) enter Korea to live together with their 

parents, but 13.1% of other children with immigrant backgrounds come to Korea ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ 

anyone to take care of them in their home country and 9.9% come to Korea because their parents want 

them to enter Korea even though they do not want to come to Korea. Children defecting North Korea 

enter Korea because they are influenced by South Korean culture, and they have a desire for a better 

education.   

 

ɉ3ÏÕÒÃÅɊ Ȱ2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÏÎ ×ÁÙÓ ÔÏ ÁÓÓÉÓÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌ ÁÄÊÕÓÔÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÆÏÒÅÉÇÎ-born children of marriage migrants of multicultural fa ÍÉÌÉÅÓȱ 
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  Children from Multicultural Families   4-1 

    2013     2012     2011     2010     2009     2008     2007  
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191,328 persons (2013. 7.) 


