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Prosperidad Social – IOM Alliance will help 13,000 small entrepreneurs in
87 municipalities strengthen their business ideas 

The national government, through Prosperidad Social, and the International
Organization for Migration (IOM), through its Victims’ Institutional
Strengthening Program, signed a cooperation agreement this Monday for more
than COP 35.74 billion, which will impact around 13,550 Colombians to
promote or strengthen their businesses. 

Prosperidad Social will invest more than COP 31.26 billion while IOM will
disburse COP 4.48 billion to benefit vulnerable and displaced populations in
the country, in order to improve their quality of life and fulfill their dreams of
having their own productive unit through entrepreneurship projects
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IOM support for the peace process in Colombia

Businesses, academia, NGOs, and local institutions receive recognition as
allies for reintegration
Joshua Mitrotti, managing director of the ARN,
and Ana Durán, deputy director of the IOM,
handed out awards to allies who support the
reintegration process in the country. For the
second year, the Agency for Reincorporation and
Normalization (ARN) recognized the efforts and
contributions of 30 of its institutional, business,
academic, and civil society allies from the western
and northern regions of country for their
contribution to a stable and lasting peace. 
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Victims of sexual violence will have a comprehensive attention route 
Rates of sexual violence against women in
Colombia continue to be alarming. The Dijin
recently revealed that, on average, a woman is
sexually assaulted every 20 minutes in the
country. The Institute of Forensic Medicine states
that 85 percent of cases are against girls between
10 and 13 years old. These numbers represent
the suffering of Colombian women both within the
context of the conflict, as well as in their daily
lives. In accordance with its mandate, the Office
of the Ombudsman developed and
institutionalized a Comprehensive Action Plan
and Attention Route for women who suffer acts of
sexual violence. This means the women who
come to the Ombudsman will be treated using a
single route of attention according to their specific needs. Previously, the entity had multiple protocols, which
created unnecessary obstacles in the process. 
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In a symbolic act, 120 women close the Third Gathering of Women Victims of
the Armed Conflict
With an artistic act on December 6, 120 women
survivors of sexual violence from across the
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country closed the three-day event, demanding
an end to violence against women, and inviting
Colombian society to destigmatize victims of
violence, as they have dreams and projects to
fulfill. These women form part of a group of 2,010
women involved in the Comprehensive
Reparation Strategy for Women Victims of Sexual
Violence, undertaken in 35 cities across the
country between 2014 and 2017. With symbolic
acts of songs, poems, and tears, these survivors
expressed their strength and hope to move
forward through reconciliation and forgiveness.
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27,000 children and teens will learn about human rights in “My Future is
Today” 
The “My Future is Today: creating environments
of peace for children,” project, which is designed
to prevent the recruitment and use of children and
teens by illegal armed groups, was formally
presented. The objective of the program, which
forms part of the implementation of the Peace
Agreement, is to develop and strengthen the
capacities of around 27,000 children and teens
between the ages of 12 and 18, their families,
communities, schools, and other institutions to
create protective environments that ensure the
rights of children.
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IOM in the news

The first cohort of reintegrated individuals receive an academic diploma

The Education and Training for Reintegration Model is an educational
proposal designed for young people and adults who, for whatever
reason, have lived in contexts that prevented them from completing
their studies. The first class of students graduated on December 7. 
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“Manos a la Escuela II” will be implemented in 140 rural schools

140 rural lands were selected to form part of the “Manos a la escuela
II” initiative, which will finance infrastructure improvement projects in
rural areas of municipalities that have been most affected by the over
fifty-year long conflict. The lands were selected after a process that
included a technical and legal review of potential lands. Viable lands
were rated on a point system in order to determine which would
receive resources
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Source: Ministerio de Educación 

In Cauca, the National Lands Agency issues 381 titles to formalize rural
land and 28 titles for schools

The head of the National Lands Agency, Miguel Samper,
issued 381 titles to formalize rural lands in ten municipalities
in the northern and central regions of the department:
Rosas, Timbío, Buenos Aires, Caldono, Piendamó, Morales,
Popayán, Santander de Quilichao, Miranda, and Padilla; in
addition to 28 titles for rural schools in the department, as
part of the Rural Development with a Territorial Approach
(PDET) project.
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Other news from Colombia

“Colombia has given the world a lesson in resilience”: Antonio Guterres

During his visit to the Meta department, the UN Secretary
General, Antonio Guterres, highlighted the enthusiasm of
the Colombian government, communities, and former
combatants to continue the implementation of the Peace
Agreements and peacebuilding in the country. 
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New publications

War written on the body 

This report has been written with multiple voices and silences. It addresses the
experiences of victims of sexual violence within the Colombian armed conflict,
mainly women, and the way in which their memories become testimony of the
horrible abuse that different armed actors exercised on their bodies during the
more than fifty years of war. With their testimonies and their silence, their
suffering bodies and their hopes, these women expressed their need for the
country to hear about these violent acts, and for the nefarious metaphor that
turns them into synonyms for disputed territories and objects to end once and for
all. The majority of voices of those who participated in this report are women,
from varying social conditions, ethnic and racial backgrounds, ages, and sexual
orientations. 

Download publication (spanish version)
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