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To: DRD - Donor Relations Division 
Subject: Libya, Update, 22 April – 5 May 2017 
 

22 April – 5 May 2017
          

IOM Libya Helps 586 Stranded African Migrants Return Home

During the past two weeks IOM has assisted 586 stranded migrants return home to Guinea Conakry, Nigeria and 
Gambia. So far in 2017, IOM Libya has helped 3,089 stranded migrants return to their countries of origin. Of 
those, 601 were eligible for reintegration assistance.

On 4 May, 165 stranded Guinean migrants – 151 men and 14 women – were able to return home to Guinea Conakry from 
Libya. On board the flight, that departed Tripoli’s Mitiga airport, were five unaccompanied minors, a medical case and one 
baby girl.

On 25 April, 253 stranded Nigerian migrants – 148 women and 105 men – returned home to Nigeria from Libya. The group 
included six children, five infants and two medical cases. Most of the 23 migrants had been detained in Trig al Seka and 
Abu Slim detention centres in Tripoli, with the remainder living in urban areas.

Two days later, 164 men and 4 women, including 20 unaccompanied migrant children returned to The Gambia with IOM 
support.  

CLICK ON THE IMAGE FOR VIDEO

Forty-three of the most vulnerable cases on the Nigerian flight, 26 of the Gambian migrants and eight of the Guinean 
migrants were eligible for reintegration support once back home. This assistance will provide an opportunity for the 
migrants to start fresh by, for example, opening a small business or continuing with their education.
 
One of the migrants, Wendy (not the migrant’s real name) had travelled to Libya to pursue her dream as a hairdresser. In 
Libya, she instead found work as a housekeeper but was victim of a horrendous fire that broke out in her employer’s 
house. Wendy, who suffered serious burns, returned home to Nigeria, with the help of an IOM medical escort.
 

Distribution ahead of return assistance.

 
The three charter flights are part of IOM’s assisted voluntary return and reintegration (AVRR) programme and were 
funded by the European Union, Kingdom of the Netherlands and the US Department of State.

 

 
IOM Improves Living Conditions for Detained Migrants in Libya

This week, IOM completed the rehabilitation of two out of four Libyan detention centres to improve the living 
conditions of its detained migrants.

The rehabilitation of Tripoli-located Trig al Seka and Tareq al Mattar and Al Khums and Gharian detention centres, which 
started at the end of March included the installation of new toilets and rehabilitation of the old ones, setting up a water 
purification system, repairing the sewage and cabling network, and fitting ventilation fans and water boilers.

CLICK ON IMAGE FOR VIDEO

For Trig al Seka, the bathrooms were relocated to outside the accommodation area, which will improve the sanitary 
conditions for the migrants. 

“IOM is not expanding the already existing space of the detention centres but enhancing the current living conditions for 
detained migrants by, for example, enhancing the sanitary amenities, drinking water and building seven outdoor 
complexes of shower facilities and lavatories,” said IOM Libya Programme Manager Maysa Khalil.

The rehabilitation at Trig al Seka detention centre. 

The aim of the IOM intervention is to vastly improve the often appalling living conditions of more than 7,100 migrants 
currently in 27 detention centres inside Libya, according to IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), which has 
identified 381,463 migrants in the North African country. However, the total number of migrants in Libya is estimated to 
be between 700,000 and 1 million. 

Trig al Seka detention centre

“It is important to keep in mind that IOM is first and foremost advocating for alternatives to detention and is working in 
parallel to identify options such as shelters and more open detention spaces,” emphasized IOM Libya Chief of Mission 
Othman Belbeisi, adding that, “In the meantime, we are working to also improve the already existing detention facilities,” 
he added.

The rehabilitations are part of the project, Supporting Libyan Authorities in Managing Migration Flows by Improving 
Compliance with Human Rights in Migrants’ Detention Centres and Through Voluntary Repatriations, funded by the 
United Kingdom. 

Libyan officials learn how to identify most vulnerable migrants
 

 
Twenty-seven members from the Libyan Coast Guard, the Directorate for Combatting Irregular Migration and 
the Port Security attended a three day training (27 to 29 April) on identifying vulnerable groups, addressing their 
needs and improving the referral mechanism.
 
The participants showed great enthusiasm as they contributed to the different sessions related to identifying the links 
between human trafficking, smuggling and irregular migration, protecting and monitoring the needs of vulnerable groups 
inside the detention centres in Libya, most importantly, those of women and children and discussing the morbid impact of 
the detention centres ‘stay on the migrants’ health and suggesting the way forward.
 

 
MARITIME INCIDENTS

 
•         So far in 2017, 4,527 migrants have 
been rescued outside the Libyan coast, off 
the coastal cities of Al Khums, Az Zawiyah, 
Subratah, Zuwara and Tripoli. 
 
•         On 5 May, three rescue operations 
occurred with 371 migrants being rescued by 
fishermen off Zuwarah. 

 
•         On 2 May, one body was retrieved on 
the island of Farwa, west of Zuwara and on 
26 April one body was retrieved in the 
eastern part of Libya, near Tobruk. 

 
•         So far in 2017, 207 bodies have been 
retrieved along the Libyan coast. 

 
•         In 2016, 18,904 migrants were rescued 
outside the Libyan coast. 

 
•         IOM is working to improve the capacity 
of the Libyan Coast Guard and other actors 
that are part of rescue operations, as well as 
emergency interventions, which include 
health assistance and distribution of non-
food items and hygiene kits to rescued 
migrants. 

 
•         In addition, the construction and 
rehabilitation of the disembarkation points 
Zliten, Garaboli and Zuwara continues, which 
is significantly improving the conditions for 
the reception of migrants following rescue at 
sea operations. 

 

 
MIGRATION NEWS 
 
 
Libya lacks plan to prevent more migrants crossing to 
Europe - EU officials (Reuters)
 
Arms-laden vessel bound for Libya seized in 
international waters (Libyan Observer) 
 
Libya commanders in Brussels for migration talks (EU 
Observer) 
 
Libya lacks plan to prevent more migrants crossing to 
Europe - EU officials (Reuters) 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

For the latest Mediterranean Update data on 
arrivals and fatalities please visit: http://migration.

iom.int/europe 
 

#MigrationEurope
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

A global database tracking data on deceased and 
missing migrants along migratory routes. Visit 

MissingMigrants.iom.int 
 

#MissingMigrants
 
 

 
 

 

 
SECOND CHANCES

 
 
On 21 October 2016, IOM Libya assisted 
two migrants from Gambia, 27 year-old 
Sally and 22 year-old Shekou to return 
home from Tripoli, Libya. 
 
The two migrants who received IOM’s voluntarily 
return services, departed from Al Mitiga airport 
in Tripoli on 21 October and reached Banjul, 
Gambia on Saturday, 22 October.
 
One of them, Sally, used to work as a housemaid 
in Libya. But as she started considering leaving 
for better opportunities in Europe, she decided to 
end her contract. Then, on the way to a meeting 
with a new Libyan employer, she was in a car 
accident. Her aunt was killed and Sally was the 
only survivor. Injured, Sally was taken to Az 
Zawiyah hospital but because she needed urgent 
spinal fixation, she was transferred to Sbeaa 
hospital in Tripoli. 
 
Paralyzed from the waist down, Sally stayed here 
for about five months while the medical staff, 
with the help of IOM, cared for her. IOM, which 
followed her case closely, contacted Sally’s 
family and assisted with issuing her travel 
documents. Today, Sally is happily re-united with 
her family. 
 
Shekou who left Gambia in February 2016 also 
intended to go to Libya. “I wanted to find work 
so I can take care of my daughter and my family 
that I left behind,” he explained to IOM. 
 
“I thought the journey would be easy,” he added. 
But Shekou travelled from Gambia trough 
Senegal, Mali, Burkina Faso and then through 
Niger. From the Nigerien city of Agades, Shekou 
crossed through the desert. 
 

 
 
Back in May 2016, John and 24 other migrants 
had attempted the dangerous journey across the 
Mediterranean Sea on a rubber boat. Four days 
into the crossing, their boat was rescued by what 
they first thought was the Italian navy, however, 
to their disappointment they discovered that it 
was the Libyan navy and that they were still 
outside the Libyan coast.
 
“Many of my friends died in the desert because 
we ran out of food and water. I had to bury my 
friends but forced myself to continue the journey”
 
 
Shekou explained as he continued to describe 
how he moved within Libya, from Al Qatrun to 
Sabha and then continued to Bani Walid. “We 
were caught on the way and thrown in prison for 
4 or 5 months before we managed to escape.”
 
Shekou then went to Tripoli hoping to find a job 
and finally manage to support his family. But 
from this point, things got worse by the day. 
 
“I was attacked and beaten by a gang. I had a 
broken arm and they left me with a fractured 
knee. I needed help so badly. I managed to 
contact IOM and told them my story and then 
left them a number so they can contact me. They 
soon called saying that an IOM doctor was on his 
way.” 
 
“The doctor is a good man, he gave me medicine 
and took good care of me. Now I am feeling 
better, I am on my way home and I am very 
grateful and thankful. I can’t thank IOM enough. 
I am still dreaming. I never thought that I had the 
chance to get out of Libya.”
 
Now, Shekou is back home with his family in 
Gambia.
 
 
 

 
 
 

DTM’s 2016 Displacement 
Trends Analysis Report 

 
 

 

 

DTM Displacement Event Tracker
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“My intervention focused on passing on the knowledge about mechanisms of identifying the most vulnerable migrants to 
the heads of detention centres as well as coast guard officials,” said Insaf Mounadi, Protection officer with the Danish 
Refugee Council. “Spotting the most vulnerable migrant groups requires a lot of focus and attention and it is not as easy 
as would seem,” she added. 
 
The training is part of the project Improving the lives of migrants through direct assistance and Displacement Tracking 
Matrix (DTM) funded by DFID. 
 
For more information, see video interview with Mounadi (Arabic). 
 

Clashes around Tamnhnt airport drive 350 individuals out of 
their homes
 

According to preliminary results from DTM Libya rapid assessment, a total of 350 individuals (approximately 70 
households) left their homes in the Tamnhnt airbase where they had been previously stationed due to clashes. They went 
to other baladiyas in the South including Brak, Sebha, Algurdha Ashshati, Alsharguiya, and Algatroun. Approximately 15 
individuals (3 households) remained in Albawanees baladiya.

The main needs for the displaced were reported to be NFIs, food and medical services and shelter while the issues related 
to these needs are their high cost for IDPs.

For all reports and datasets please see DTM Libya website at www.globaldtm.info/libya

DTM is co-funded by ECHO and DFID. 

 
82 migrants from Surman, Misratah and Az Zawiyah detention 
centres receive medial assistance 
 
Within the last two weeks, 82 migrants, a majority of Nigerian, Morrocan, Ivorian and Senegale nationalities received 
medical assistance for common symptoms and diseases that include joint pain, trauma, skin diseases and upper 
respiratory tract infection. 
 
Doctors of IOM’s local partner STACO have also assisted during pregnancy related cases incluidng providing help during 
normal deliveries, providing c-sections and in cases of abortions.
 
The medical interventions are funded by RDPP and the Government of Finland. 

After months in detention, eight year old boy was able to return 
home

Forty-four protection cases were assisted during the past two weeks including 34 unaccompanied minors 
returning home through IOM’s voluntarily return assistance, 8 departed to Nigeria and 21 departed to Gambia. 
Another five cases received family tracing assistance before departure to Guinea Conakry.
 
After several months in detention in Libya, an eight year old boy whose family went missing at sea, was finally able to 
return home through assistance from IOM. While in detention the boy received a number of psycho-social support 
sessions. 
 
Under the regional project NOAH, funded by PRM, IOM also attended a workshop on direct assistance together with 
colleagues from RO Cairo, IOM Tunis, IOM Algeria, IOM Morocco and IOM Sudan. In the workshop, different practices of 
assistance to vulnerable migrants were discussed and the participants shared good practices and challenges in the region 
to enhance cooperation and programming.
 

 
Non-food aid reaches migrants in detention centres 

Migrants at Abu Salim detention centre receive non-food aid. 

298 migrants have received non-food aid during the past two weeks.

On 1 May, 190 migrants at Abu Salim detention centre received non-food aid that included hygiene kits, mattresses, 
blankets and pillows through an IOM staff member. Previous to this assistance, 100 migrants at Trig al Seka detention 
centre in Tripoli received non-food items and hygiene kits. All the migrants, who come from different African nationalities, 
expressed a desire to return home.

Eight of the migrants located outside detention centres received non-food aid items and hygiene kits. All humanitarian 
assistance interventions were funded by the US Department of State Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration (PRM).

 

Female nurses in Sabha learn about detecting mental health 
symptoms  

Aiming at raising awareness among medical staff about their important role in detecting the early symptoms of 
psychosocial illness among IDPs, migrants and host communities who approach them in the health centres for treatment, 
IOM PSS team has organized a focus group discussion for 30 female nurses aged between 20 and 35 years in Al Jadid 
health centre in Sabha. 

An additional group of nurses (25 personnel aged between 20 and 35 years old) participated in an awareness session held 
in Qurdha health centre, which highlighted the positive effects of communication as part of the psychosocial treatment 
provided to the patients. The session finished with a concrete exercise that showcases the advantages of the PSS model.

Female nurses learn about detecting mental health symptoms

IOM has also organized capacity building trainings for 16 CSOs in Sabha. “Participating in this has helped me gain more 
technical skills in project cycle management that will benefit and improve our forum and the team that I represent. Today 
I’ve learnt how to achieve an outcome of a proposed project in the implementation phase,” says Imtinan Jamal Almadani, 
a participant from Sabha Youth Forum.

Imtinan Jamal Almadani from the Sabha Youth Forum 

The community stabilization programme is funded by the European Union and the German government. 

 

DTM Libya Migration Profiles and 
Trends 

DTM Flow Monitoring Point 
Statistical Report #5 

DTM Round 8                     Key 
Findings 

Situation Report March

 
 

The Maritime Incident Report 

 

 
HAVE YOUR SAY

“
This is an opportunity for the 

participants to learn more about 
identifying vulnerable migrants, which 

will lead to a better response in the 
field

”
        Muhamed Buhajer, IOM Libya, 
        following training on human rights 
 

 

 

 

IOM LIBYA IN THE NEWS

       PRESS RELEASES 

•         IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix: 381,463 Migrants in Libya 

•         IOM Libya Helps 421 Stranded African Migrants Return Home

•         UN Migration Agency (IOM) Improves Living Conditions for Detained Migrants in Libya

 

MEDIA COVERAGE 
•         ReliefWeb: IOM Libya: Humanitarian Support to Migrants and IDPs Situation Report | March 2017
•         Reuters: Fewer migrants are crossing Niger for Libya – IOM (21 April)
•         ReliefWeb:  IOM Libya Helps 421 Stranded African Migrants Return Home
•         Libyan Express:  253 Nigerians deported in cooperation with IOM
•         CNBC:  War-torn Libya has become a 'torture archipelago' for migrants sold into slavery
•         Libyan Express:  253 Nigerians deported in cooperation with IOM
•         ReliefWeb: Mediterranean Migrant Arrivals: 44,209; Deaths: 1,096
•         LibyaExpress: Libya repatriates 253 Nigerian nationals in coordination with IOM
 

 

IOM LIBYA OPERATIONS ARE SUPPORTED BY:

             

                                              

 

CONTACTS 
 

For more information please don’t hesitate to contact: 

IOM Libya Chief Of Mission Mr. Othman Belbeisi, Tel: +216 29 600 389, E-mail: obelbeisi@iom.int

IOM Libya Public Information Officer Christine Petré, Tel: +216 25 779 636, E-mail: chpetre@iom.int
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