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Resources of $58 billion pesos will benefit 9,500 Afro-Colombian and
Indigenous families in seven departments

Bogotá DC, October 17, 2017. In order to continue increasing actions in the fight against poverty,

Social Prosperity, USAID, and the International Organization for Migration’s (IOM) Inclusion for

Peace (IPA) program signed a cooperation agreement for $58 billion pesos for the comprehensive

care of 9,500 afro and indigenous families.

 

Fernando Calado, Head of Programs at IOM, along with the deputy director of the Office of the

Program of Inclusion and Reconciliation of USAID Colombia, Patricia Hunter, and the General

Director of Social Prosperity, Nemesio Roys Garzón, signed this intervention agreement in order

to improve the living conditions of the ethnic communities affected by the armed conflict.

There will be 22 municipalities participating in the agreement, including Buenaventura, Tumaco,

Bojayá, Carmen del Darién Riosucio, Ricaurte, Riohacha, Uribia, Manaure, Guapi, Timbiquí,

Algeria, Puerto Inírida, Colón, and San Francisco.

"We seek sustainable actions and a productive chain in order to improve the capabilities of the

communities working to get ahead and overcome their conditions of vulnerability; the post-conflict

period, then, must be reflected in that - in a more dignified treatment of minorities, better

opportunities, and improved quality of life,” said the General Director of Social Prosperity,

Nemesio Roys Garzón, while signing the agreement.
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IOM support for the peace process in Colombia

BiblioDat, the library about peacebuilding and conflict in Colombia 
 
BiblioDat is the first virtual library in Colombia
geo-referenced with Google Maps on topics
of peacebuilding and conflict. It includes
more than 600 free access publications,
curated by a team of researchers. Through
the website www.bibliodat.com it is possible
to consult academic, journalistic,
governmental and dissemination digital
documents at the municipal, departmental
and / or national level.
 
One of the great challenges that the country has on the road to build a sustainable and lasting peace is
to guarantee access to historical and current information on the issues that relate to this process and
promote, in this way, cultivating a public opinion with greater - and better - arguments. The Government,
international cooperation, think tanks, universities and NGOs are aware of this situation and are making
important efforts to improve the quantity, quality and ease of knowledge sharing about the armed conflict
and peace building in Colombia. The Mobile Public Libraries and the Chair for Peace are examples from
the Government; Data4Peace from the Universities; FIP, PARES, and CINEP (to name a few) are some
of the effort of information and literature repositories. 
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Coffee sector gives a second chance to people in the process of reintegration 
 
During three months, a Productive Training
Environment was led in Cajibío, Cauca, with
an emphasis on high quality coffee
production.

Entrepreneurs and technicians in coffee
graduated 29 people in the process of
reintegration.

A public-private partnership between ARN,
Sena, Tecnicafé, USAID, and OIM, made this
possible.

Coffee, synonymous with innovation, peace, and development. A great ally of reintegration.

Stigmatization, weak educational, technical and social skills and lack of job opportunities are part of the
difficulties faced by demobilized persons during their reintegration process. For this reason, the
Productive Training Environments are a reintegration strategy, led by the Agency for Reincorporation and
Normalization (ARN), which provides psychosocial support and educational and work training in an
intensive and comprehensive way, for three months, to people in the process of reintegration. 
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International Day of the Girl: October 11th
Recognizing that girls' empowerment and
investment in girls are fundamental to economic
growth, the eradication of poverty and extreme
poverty, as well as the meaningful participation of
girls in the decisions that affect them, is key to
breaking the cycle of discrimination and violence
and to protect and promote the full  and effective
enjoyment of their human rights, and that this
empowerment requires the active support and
participation of parents, guardians, family
members, and caregivers, as well as of children
and men and of the community in general.

It is important to remember that the true inclusion of girls and young women must take into account differential
approaches that address the ethnic racial discrimination faced by Afro-Colombian and indigenous communities. In
this sense, all  work and actions to be implemented with girls and young people belonging to ethnic populations,
must also go through strategies of prevention and attention to gender-based violence (GBV) and ethnic-racial
violence against women and ethnic girls, understanding that is critical for prevention, and should be achieved in
parallel with interconnected actions of social empowerment, educational access, the generation of economic
opportunities, and the vindication and appreciation of traditional ethnic roles and current roles that indigenous and
Afro-Colombian women have and can hold in their communities and society. In this regard, it is also a priority to
generate transformation in family, community, institutional, and social practices that naturalize violence against
indigenous and Afro girls and youth in diverse contexts. 
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IOM in the news

68 reported cases of human trafficking of Colombians 

Valle is the first area of the country to support
victims of this crime, according to the Ministry of
the Interior.

Even in the 21st century, human trafficking is a
crime that is alive and well in the country and
goes unnoticed by many sectors.

According to figures from the Directorate of
Government and Territorial Management within
the Ministry of the Interior, from 2013 to present
day in Colombia, 357 formally registered victims
of human trafficking have been served through
the protection and assistance programs provided by the National Government.

According to the Directorate’s report, in this year alone (through September 30th), 68 cases of human trafficking
have already been reported.

Although the report is not specified by gender, it is clear that the vast majority of victims are women.
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Source: El Tiempo.com

Launch of "Lo que me une a Colombia 2" supported by the government
 
The International Organization for Migration
(IOM) and the national government have been
strengthening the program 'What Unites me to
Colombia', which has already launched a book of
the same name. Yesterday, in Villa del Rosario,
the Secretary of Borders and International
Cooperation of the department, Juan Carlos
Cortés Arias, was part of the launch of the
second edition of this literary text, which is aimed
at returning minors and migrants who have
arrived in the region, crossing the border with
Venezuela.
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“Cali, epicenter for peace,” will be held on October 3 and 4 in the capital
of Valle 
 
The Agency for Reincorporation and
Normalization (ARN) stressed that in the capital
of Valle del Cauca on October 3 and 4 the
second version of "Cali, epicenter, development
and peace: a vision for Colombia through 2037.”
It is an academic event that will convene 68
local, national and international experts to debate
the profound and transformative Colombia of the
next two decades.

That is why, in the middle of this event that
opens spaces for dialogue, reflection and
analysis, the ARN in Valle del Cauca will
participate with samples from the commercial and
business initiatives of people in reintegration,
handicrafts and footwear.
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Other news from Colombia

Peace Agreement, a state policy for 12 years 

This was established by the Constitutional Court
when studying the file on the legal shield of the
agreement in Havana. As a result, nothing in the
Agreement can be changed in the next three
governments.

The Constitutional Court spent the last three
months making a decision on one of the
fundamental issues of the Peace Agreement: the
legal shield of what was agreed in Havana. In an
extraordinary session in the high court, the nine
magistrates met yesterday afternoon to put the
finishing touches on an eagerly awaited decision.
The position of the Court is overwhelming: within
the next 12 years, the three governments in turn
must respect what was agreed between the
Government and the farc in Cuba to end a war of more than five decades, and they must do so as State policy.
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Source: El Espectador

New publications

Participatory and prospective cartography of reintegration of ex-
combatants and risks of violence TOLIMA
 
“Participatory and prospective cartography of reintegration of ex-
combatants, and risks of violence," promoted by the Government of the
Department of Tolima and the International Organization for Migration
(IOM), with the support of the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID). The main objective of this project is to generate
an inter-sector dialogue, and provide a public policy tool for territorial
planning and prioritization for local authorities on the reintegration of
ex-combatants, prevention of recruitment and risks of violence, under
the leadership of the Government. This space promotes the prospective
reflection on the challenges related to the implementation of peace
agreements, faced by the authorities and civil society. 
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