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IOM staff at the international airport of Djibouti prior to migrants’ departure. © IOM 2016 

Evacuation operations from Yemen 

IOM evacuation operations have resumed in Yemen, after a pause imposed by 
airstrikes and ground fights in the country. IOM Djibouti, in coordination with IOM 
Ethiopia and IOM Yemen, has started since 14 November 2016 the operations and has 
assisted a total of 672 migrants stranded in Hodeida, Yemen. An IOM-chartered boat 
left Djibouti on 8 November for Yemen and returned to the Djibouti port of Obock on 
11 November evacuating 146 migrants, including 118 unaccompanied minors and 42 
women. After a 30-hour journey across the Red Sea between Al Hodeidah, in Yemen, 
and the ports of Obock and Djibouti all migrants arriving at the port were provided 
with immediate humanitarian assistance by IOM teams. Upon issuance of travel 
documentation by the Ethiopian consular services, the group of 146 migrants was 
transported from Obock to Djibouti by boat and from Djibouti to Addis Ababa by 
airplane on 14 November. 

On 21 November 2016, IOM Yemen organized a new movement of 150 migrants to 
Ethiopia via Djibouti. The migrants included 12 UMC and no women. They arrived in 
Djibouti by boat on 23 November and they were assisted at IOM’s center in Loyada 
before leaving for Ethiopia by plane on 26 November. IOM has signed an agreement 
with Air Djibouti which will guarantee and facilitate all movements by airplane from 
Djibouti to Addis Ababa. 

The majority of these migrants were detained in Al Hodeidah central prison and kept 
under very bad conditions. Others were stranded in Yemen for more than five months. 
The migrants were suffering from various diseases caused by the poor hygiene, a lack 
of sanitation and poor nutrition, due to the crisis situation that Yemen is currently 
facing. IOM health teams and health centers have provided direct medical assistance to 
the most vulnerable migrants. This evacuation operation is part of a larger programme 
which looks at vulnerability of migrants, responding to their most immediate needs 
when stranded in Yemen, including food, shelter, and most importantly health 
conditions. The operation is funded by the US under PRM.

 

 
 
 
Somali family leaving from Djibouti to be 
resettled in the United States. 
 

 
 
Visit http://iamamigrant.org/ 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.iamamigrant.org/
https://www.facebook.com/iomdjibouti/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9fXtwHm4fC0&t=3s


Ethiopian migrants on the bus from Obock to Galafi. © IOM 2016 

Assisted Voluntary Return of stranded 

Ethiopian migrants in Obock 

Funded mainly by the US PRM, IOM Djibouti has provided assistance to stranded 
Ethiopian migrants deported from Aden and who renounced their irregular journey to 
Yemen seeking assistance at the MRC in Obock for their voluntary return in their 
country of origin. Through its Migration Response Center (MRC), IOM assists with the 
migrants’ basic protection needs (food, health, NFIs), facilitates travel documentation 
with the Embassy concerned and their return to the country of origin with the support 
of the IOM mission there. 

Beneficiaries of IOM’s assistance include individuals whose application for asylum was 
rejected or withdrawn, stranded migrants, victims of trafficking, unaccompanied 
migrant children and other vulnerable groups such as those with health-related needs. 

On 20, 22, 24 and 26 of October 2016, these migrants were assisted in the journey 
from Obock to Galafi for voluntary return to Ethiopia.  

On 8 November, the MRC received 82 stranded Ethiopian migrants expelled by the 
Yemeni authorities in Aden. They were dropped by boat in Geherre, close to Khor 
Angar, which is 30 kilometers from Obock. They included 15 unaccompanied children 
and eight women, who have now asked IOM to provide them with assisted voluntary 
return home to Ethiopia. On 11 November, 110 migrants returned to Ethiopia and on 
19 November, 43 migrants were assisted in the travel by bus from Obock to Galafi 
border. On 23 November, 20 migrants were transferred from the center in Obock to 
the center in Loyada and they left from Djibouti to Addis Ababa by airplane on 25 
November. 

The vast majority of these migrants is composed of unaccompanied minors who lost 
their parents or legal care giver or who were separated from them during the journey. 
A psychosocial and protection officer assists the children in Djibouti. Once they arrive 
in their country of origin, IOM Ethiopia and UNICEF take care of their needs and family 
tracing. 

Watch the video here 

 

Djibouti Mission will participate in IOM’s first 
Global Migration Film Festival. 

 

 
You can find out more about the festival here. 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9fXtwHm4fC0&t=3s
https://social.shorthand.com/UNmigration/32JUgzeJ66/5-to-18-december


 
Strengthening the capacities of the 

Government of Djibouti to better collect 

and analyze migration data and statistics 

Through this project, IOM intends to create a migration profile to provide a complete 
analysis of migration flows in the Republic of Djibouti, to centralize information on 
movements and to create effective decision-making tools.  

The project is funded by IOM’s International Development Fund and it aims at assisting 
the Government of Djibouti in responding to these migration challenges through the 
creation of a Migration Profile, in particular:  

 To enable donors and technical partners to have a clear, quantified and 
constant vision of migration issues in Djibouti on which to base their support 
of national institutions; 

 To enable national institutions to have a shared understanding of the 
migration situation and to quantify their requirements for support from 
donors and technical partners; 

 To increase communication capacities amongst stakeholders in charge of 
managing migration, particularly via the transfer of factual information on 
migration. 

Djibouti has never benefited from the development of a migration profile exercise. An 
in-depth data mapping exercise, carried out as the first activity, will help determine the 
approach for conducting the migration profile exercise. This assessment will identify, 
inter alia: available data sources, quality of data, data users’ needs and priorities, and 
information gaps. Additionally, this project will help to facilitate planning and 
budgeting processes for central and decentralized authorities as regards their public 
service needs to be able to meet migrants’ needs without diminishing or reallocating 
resources intended for the Djibouti population and hence prevent conflict among host 
communities and migrants around the use of water resources, medical resources etc. 
Furthermore, it will promote a constructive discourse on migrants that contributes to 
building social relations between people of diverse origins based on mutual acceptance 
and respect, and that facilitates the potential economic and social integration of 
migrants in Djibouti.

 

IOM urges support as migrant numbers rise in    
Djibouti.  
Watch the video here 
 

 
Ethiopian migrants at the MRC in Obock 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qaWk4AmzyO0&feature=share


Somali family at the Djibouti International Airport. © IOM 2016 

Resettlement operations  

In October and November 2016, 6 refugees have been resettled to Canada with the 
support of IOM Djibouti. This represents Canada’s Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship commitment to resettle refugees from Djibouti in the fiscal year ending 31 
March 2017. 

Canada is among the five countries who have agreed to accept referrals from UNHCR 
as part of the international effort to secure durable solutions for refugees in Djibouti 
through resettlement to a third country. Over 98 percent of the refugees resettling 
from Djibouti to Canada are Eritreans/Somalis. The remainder are Ethiopians. 

Canada’s Multiyear Resettlement Commitment is overseen by Immigration, Refugees 
and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) and supported by IOM, UNHCR and other implementing 
partners. IOM provides resettlement services, including pre-departure medical 
examinations and treatment, cultural orientation and transport from Djibouti to final 
destinations in Canada. 

Since the beginning of 2016, IOM Djibouti has helped over 300 non-Djiboutian refugees 
to resettle in North America and New Zealand. 41 refugees have been resettled to the 
United States in the month of October-November.  

Djibouti has continued to host migrants, among whom are people who have been 
refugees for years. According to the 2016 Djibouti Humanitarian Response Plan, there 
are currently 25,579 registered refugees in the country and 34,750 migrants. 

 

From 20-24 November, IOM Djibouti held a 
training on psychosocial assistance to migrants 
with Dr. Kurt Barnes, funded by the 
Government of Japan. 

 

 
 

 



Migrants outside IOM Djibouti’s health clinic. © IOM 2016 

USRAP full vaccination programme 

In October 2016, IOM Djibouti launched a vaccination programme financed by the US 
Government through its United States Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP). This 
programme is targeted at refugees who are accommodated in the camps in Djibouti 
preparing for their resettlement to the United States of America. These refugees are 
entitled to a series of vaccinations against hepatitis, measles, diphtheria, pertussis, 
tetanus and other diseases. 

In the first phase, refugees undergo a medical examination which includes history 
taking, a physical examination, a verification of previous vaccinations and 
contraindications checking. A pregnancy test and a rapid test for hepatitis B are also 
run as a screening before vaccination. 

In October, 87 cases received the vaccines; 80% of these refugees are from Somalia, 
18% from Ethiopia and 2% from Eritrea. In the month of November, 36 refugees from 
Eritrea out of a total of 99 cases took part in the programme. A nurse was recruited for 
assisting with the activities, along with a panel physician. 

The goal of the vaccination programme is to improve refugees’ health and reduce the 
number of vaccinations they would need to receive after their arrival to the US. After 
the completion of medical examinations, series of vaccinations and all preparation 
steps, IOM arranges the transportation of refugees from Djibouti to the United States. 
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